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13 January 2017 
 
 
 
Hon Peter Dutton MP 
Minister for Immigration and Border Protection 
PO Box 6022  
CANBERRA ACT 2600   
 
By email: minister@border.gov.au 
 
 
 
 
Dear Minister   
 
Re: exploitation of people visiting Australia on working holiday visas 
 
I was appalled to read, in yesterday’s The Courier Mail, of 57 Taiwanese nationals being kept 
as modern slaves in two houses in my electorate, in South Brisbane and Morningside. 
 
The article, which you have no doubt read, and which can be found here, indicates that these 
exploited people were in Australia on working holiday visas. 
 
As you would know, reports by the Fair Work Ombudsman and of the Queensland 
Parliament’s labour hire inquiry, have documented that people on working holiday visas are 
at risk of exploitation.  
 
Not all of that exploitation is as egregious as the horrifying treatment of the 57 people to 
whom reference is made above, but all is concerning. 
 
For example the Fair Work Ombudsman has said:  
 

“The Inquiry findings show that while many 417 visa-holders who work in Australia have 
a positive experience, many are being subjected to underpayment or non-payment, 
unlawful deductions, sexual harassment, unsafe working conditions and other forms of 
exploitation.” 

 
The labour hire inquiry report acknowledged (at page 25 and following) the particular 
vulnerability of overseas workers including workers on working holiday visas. 
 
Working holiday visas are important to our economy, and also serve the purpose of 
improving cultural understanding between peoples. They should not be allowed to be tools of 
exploitation. 
 
Given this has occurred in my electorate I would be very grateful if you advise me as to what 
is being done to prevent the exploitation of people visiting Australia on working holiday visas. 
Without limiting this request I would be grateful if you or your relevant Ministerial colleague 
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would advise as to the Fair Work Ombudsman’s progress in implementing the 
recommendations made in the report to which reference has been made above. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. Should you require any further information please do not 
hesitate to contact me. Alternatively, in my absence, your office may wish to contact Ms 
Belinda Carey of my office. 
 
Yours sincerely 

Terri Butler MP 
Federal Member for Griffith 
 
cc. Minister for Employment and Workplace Relations 
  Fair Work Ombudsman (by post)  

 


