
Clayborn Smith 

 
 

On October 20th, 1992 Clayborn Smith’s grandfather, Miller Tims, and great aunt, Ruby Bivens, 

were murdered in their home, and his great uncle, Herbert Tims, was assaulted before their house 

was set on fire while they were still inside. Clayborn Smith, age 22, was later arrested due to the 

records showing his involvement in beating his great uncle, and brought to Area 1 by the 

Chicago Police Department for questioning regarding his involvement in the murder of his great 

aunt and grandfather.  

 

Once Clayborn Smith arrived at Area 1, he was interrogated for 39 hours by Detectives John 

Halloran, Kenneth Boudreau and James O’Brien. During that time, he was threatened, beaten, 

and jerked around by his braids with enough force they became detached from his head. Smith 

was presented with misinformation and false evidence regarding his case during this time and 

ended up signing a court reported confession under duress. 

 

Smith later filed a motion to suppress this confession and testified to support this motion. He 

testified that he had been tortured into confessing. He also testified he was with his girlfriend and 

friend during the time of the murder. His alibi was then corroborated by his girlfriend, Karen 

Tate, and his friend, Rodney Sisson. This motion to suppress his coerced confession was denied. 

Smith was convicted of 2 counts of murder, 1 count of assault, and 1 count of arson at trial and 

sentenced to natural life without parole.  

 

Clayborn Smith has consistently stated that his confession was coerced. His story matches many 

accounts (Ivan Smith, James Gibson, Javan Deloney) from other cases under investigation that 

accuse the Chicago Police Department of abusing and torturing people while detained in order to 

obtain a false confession. 
 
 

 

There are several pieces of evidence that were either not presented at trial or have since emerged 

since this hearing. Since Smith’s initial trial, all three of the detectives who interrogated him 

have been investigated for abuse and coercion of witnesses. Detective Halloran has since been 

accused of 39 cases of abuse and coercion, and many of those victims were individuals who were 

beaten until falsely confessing to crimes they did not commit. Detective Boudreau has since been 

accused of 37 cases of abuse and coercion, many of which included similar hair pulling to 

Smith’s report. Detective O’Brien has since been accused of 35 cases of abuse and coercion, 

many of which included complaints of victims beaten until they confessed to a crime they did not 

commit. Finally, all three of these detectives, when questioned about abusing detainees, have 

consistently pled the Fifth Amendment while under oath in court.  

 

Smith’s initial confession had significant inconsistencies with the evidence found at the crime 

scene. For example, Smith never mentions anything past “poking” his grandfather with a fork, 

though there were 17 lacerations visible on the body, and 7 of those stab wounds were an inch or 

deeper. Additionally, he went into detail regarding the injuries caused to his great aunt but failed 

to mention strangling her with a telephone cord as the crime scene report showed. Finally, 



Smith’s confession stated that he started one fire in the kitchen, but the report shows there were 

at least two fires started in the house with a trail of gasoline in the house.  

 

Without this tortured confession, there is no evidence tying Smith to the crime.  

The Illinois Torture and Inquiry Relief Commission reviewed this case and found that, by a 

preponderance of the evidence, there is sufficient evidence of torture and they referred the case 

for judicial review.  

 

At this time, Smith’s case has been referred back to court for review and is currently being 

reviewed due to the Commission’s findings. He is currently represented by Joel Brodsky. 

CAARP will provide more information as it becomes known.  
 


