
 

 

 

 

May 1st, 2020 

Testing Asymptomatic Residents Entering Care Homes from Hospital 

Dear First Minister, 

I write to you to express my serious concern about the Welsh Government’s decision to refuse tests 

for people entering care homes unless they displayed symptoms.  This policy meant that residents 

were routinely returning to care homes from hospitals untested until the Welsh Government 

changed the policy on April 23rd.  As I said in the Senedd this week, I have strong grounds to 

believe that this policy led to an outbreak in one care home in Gwent, where a resident returning 

from hospital was refused a test then went on to develop Covid-19 symptoms. 16 people 

subsequently died as a result of suspected Covid-19 infection.  

Care homes have become hotbeds for the virus with highly vulnerable people living in close 

contained quarters, meaning that when the virus enters such a setting it spreads easily with often 

disastrous consequences. 

The reason you gave for not providing tests to residents returning from hospital to care homes was 

that “the test of somebody who has no symptoms doesn’t offer you anything useful in making the 

right decisions for that person”. 

However, in your press conference today you seemed to accept that asymptomatic carriers do test 

positive for Covid-19. I therefore fail to understand your claim that testing asymptomatic residents 

moving from hospitals to care homes offers nothing useful. It would surely show whether or not 

the individual has Covid-19 and would allow a clinical decision to be made about whether it’s safe 

for that person to enter a care home setting. 

From what I can gather, your argument for not testing seems to be predicated on the fact that it 

would require repeated testing of every care home resident in Wales, every day. With respect, this 

would seem to be conflating wholesale testing of all care home residents with testing residents 

returning to a care home from an environment where they could have contracted the virus. I am 

asking for an explanation specifically about your claim that testing asymptomatic individuals 

returning to care homes from hospital serves no purpose, which is what you said to me in the 

meeting of the virtual Senedd this week. That is an assertion that seems to have formed the basis 
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of the Welsh Government’s policy to refuse tests to asymptomatic residents returning to care 

homes from hospital up to April 23rd.  

I also request, for the sake of scrutiny and public confidence, that the Welsh Government urgently 

publishes the clinical advice you referred to on Wednesday in the virtual Senedd when you said: 

“To be clear with the Member, the medical and clinical advice remained the same all the way 

through: that a test of somebody who has no symptoms doesn't offer you anything useful in 

making the right decisions for that person.” 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Delyth Jewell AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


