PORTFOLIO OF ACHIEVEMENTS
ABOUT
The Climate and Health Alliance (CAHA) is the leading not-for-profit
organisation in Australia working to raise awareness about the health risks of
climate change and the health benefits of emissions reductions. CAHA is a
unique alliance of multidisciplinary healthcare stakeholder organisations,
representing a broad range of the health sector with professional groups from
a range of disciplines, as well as health care service providers, institutions,
academics, researchers, and consumers. Its member groups represent over
400,000 health professionals across Australia.
The leading international medical journal, The Lancet, has identified the
Climate and Health Alliance as an example of leadership for “nations - and
health professionals” - to look to for “inspiration and achievement”.
Since its establishment in 2010, CAHA has become recognised as the leading
organisation influencing public sensibilities in relation to climate change and
health in Australia. CAHA has produced seminal publications in support of
climate, energy and health advocacy, acclaimed research reports, respected
policy submissions, initiated unique partnerships, developed innovative models
for community engagement, facilitated important national policy and advocacy
discussion events, held seminars; established a regular think tank, led the
development of internationally significant policy positions, and produced a
ground breaking short film.
CAHA’s work has influenced policy at local and state and federal government,
and the contributed to the development of strong advocacy positions on
fracking, fossil fuel divestment, energy and climate policy among leading
healthcare stakeholders, including the Australian Medical Association (AMA),
the Royal Australasian College of Physicians (RACP), the Public Health
Association of Australia, and Australian Healthcare and Hospitals Association.
CAHA’s research and advocacy work is influencing national policy discussions
on climate change and health, heatwaves, fossil fuel development and air

pollution, and influencing policy decisions on climate change mitigation and
adaptation. CAHA’s work influences policy positions among major healthcare
stakeholder groups, informs and guides climate change and health research
and has contributed to the inclusion of health as a core theme in the national
climate resilience and adaptation strategy.
PROGRAMS
Some examples of CAHA’s programs include:
Global Green and Health Hospitals (GGHH) Network – Australia and New
Zealand
CAHA coordinates the Pacific region of the Global Green and network in
Australia and New Zealand.
The GGHH network is a vibrant international community of over 30,000
hospitals, health systems and health
organizations worldwide, dedicated to reducing
their ecological footprint and promoting public
and environmental health. The network connects
and supports people leading the environmental
agenda in healthcare institutions so they can
share best practices and find solutions to common challenges.
GGHH an initiative of the Climate and Health Alliance’s international partner,
Health Care Without Harm. GGHH has its foundation in a comprehensive
framework of 10 interconnected goals for the health sector to address and
promote greater sustainability and environmental health. These goals are
outlined in the GGHH Agenda.
Health Care Climate Challenge
The Health Care Climate Challenge (HCCC) is an initiative by the Global Green
and Healthy Hospitals (GGHH) Network to mobilise hospitals and health
centres around the world to commit to 2020 emissions reduction targets. The
Challenge and pledge are based on three main pillars of climate mitigation,
resilience and leadership. Any hospital, health system, or health organisation
can join the HCC Challenge for free. Global HCCC Award Winners in 2016-17
from the Pacific region included:
• Auckland District Health Board
• Counties Manukau District Health Board
• Kooweerup Regional Health Service
• Mater Misericordiae Limited
• New South Wales Nurses and Midwives Association

POLICY ADVOCACY
National Strategy on Climate, Health and Well-being for Australia
The Climate and Health Alliance has spearheaded a campaign in collaboration
with leading health stakeholders with the goal of achieving a National Strategy
on Climate, Health and Well-being for Australia

Throughout 2016, CAHA developed and released a Discussion Paper, a
Preliminary Report from a nation-wide survey and held a roundtable discussion
with parliamentarians to gather their support for a federal-level strategy that will
protect and promote the health of the Australian community.
In 2017, CAHA led the collaborative development of a Framework for a National
Strategy on Climate, Health and Wellbeing for Australia. This Framework has
been hailed as a world first initiative and has been showcased as such in the
international medical journal The Lancet.
The Framework has informed the development of policy at local and state
government level in Australia, including most recently in the development of the
Human Health and Wellbeing Climate Change Adaptation Plan (H-CAP) for
Qld.
In 2017, CAHA produced an Advocacy Toolkit for health professionals in
support of this campaign, and developed and delivered a Training Program to
build skills and confidence among health professionals to respond effectively to
climate change, and to advocate for policy action.

Human Health and Wellbeing Climate Adaptation Plan
In 2018, CAHA was commissioned by the Department of Environment and
Science in Queensland (Qld) to develop a Human Health and Wellbeing
Climate Change Adaptation Plan (H-CAP) for the health sector in Queensland.
The goal of the H-CAP is to support human health and wellbeing services to be
innovative and resilient in managing the risks associated with a changing
climate, and to harness the opportunities provided by responding to the
challenges of climate change. It provides a preliminary climate change
adaptation framework and guidance for stakeholders across health care, aged
care, and childcare services.
The H-CAP will be launched by the Qld Minister for Health on 11th September
2018.
Investing in Health: A CAHA and DEA report
In 2016, the Climate and Health Alliance and Doctors for
the
Environment,
Australia released
a
joint
report: Investing in Health, on the case for health and
medical
professionals
and health
and
medical
organisations to divest from climate changing fossil fuel
investments, and shift their financial resources to clean,
healthy, low carbon investments.
Global Climate Change and Health Policy Survey Report
The Climate and Health Alliance led a project in 2015 to conduct a global survey
to evaluate how nations are responding to the health impacts of climate change
The report from this evaluation, released prior to the
global climate talks in Paris in December 2016, was the
first of its kind in the world.
The Working Group led by CAHA included experts from
the WFPHA Environment Working Group/University of
Illinois Chicago, Public Health Association of Australia,
University of NSW, University of Notre Dame, and
Health Care Without Harm.
The report shows Australia is well behind other industrialised nations in
protecting its citizen from the major health risks associated with global warming.

Healthy Energy Initiative
The Healthy Energy Initiative is a global collaboration
of health professionals, health organizations, and
health researchers engaging in science-based
advocacy for a move away from fossil fuel-based power generation—
particularly coal—and toward clean, renewable, healthy energy options.
The Climate and Health Alliance is the Australian partner of the HEI and is
engaged in a series of projects to raise awareness among health professionals
and the wider community about the risks to health from current energy policy in
Australia, based as it is on fossil fuels, particularly for energy generation and
transport. Some initiatives undertaken by CAHA as part of this initiative appear
below.
RESEARCH
Review of Health and Climate Change Literature
In 2018, CAHA conducted a review of the scientific literature to assist the City
of Melbourne in incorporating the health benefits of emissions reduction in its
Zero Net Emissions Strategy. This report represents an important research
translation initiative to inform policy in one of 100 Resilient Cities. This report
will be released publicly in late 2018.
Coal and Health in the Hunter: Lessons from one valley for the world
In 2015, CAHA produced the groundbreaking report, Coal and Health in the
Hunter: Lessons from one valley for the world, which provides an insight
into the evidence of the harm – local, national, and global – from coal production
in the Hunter Valley in New South Wales, Australia.
The report looks at the literature on the adverse impacts
on physical and psychological health associated with
coal mining, transportation and production, as well as
the contribution of climate change to health impacts and
estimates the health costs associated with air pollution
from coal sources in some communities in the Hunter as
well as the social costs of carbon associated with
emissions produced from Hunter Valley coal.
The report is accompanied by four case studies (including short videos) of
individuals and communities affected by coal in the Hunter Valley.

The Human Cost of Power
In 2013, the Climate and Health Alliance,
together with the Public Health Association
of Australia, released the short film:
The Human Cost of Power.
Produced
by Fiona
Armstrong and
directed by award winning science
journalist Alexandra
de
Blas,
this
film explores the health impacts associated with the massive expansion of coal
and unconventional gas in Australia.
The film features respected health and medical experts: Associate Professor
Linda Selvey, Associate Professor Ruth Colaguiri, Dr Mariann Lloyd Smith, and
Dr George Crisp. It draws on new reports and evidence which offer fresh
insights into the risks posed to human health by the production of these energy
resources. The Human Cost of Power has been screened at film festivals,
conferences and community events including in Geneva, Warsaw, Paris,
Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, and Brisbane.
Health and Energy Choices
All sources of energy to support human activity have implications for health. As
a society, we need to choose how we harvest
energy so we use the ones with the least
overall adverse impacts on health.
The Climate and Health Alliance led a series
of discussions and papers on Health and
Energy Choices (2013-2014) to open this
discussion for Australia and begin a national
conversation about making energy choices
that benefit us now and into the future.
A Position Paper outlines the concerns and
recommendations for action to reduce risks to
health from current energy choices. The
accompanying Background Paper provides
an overview of evidence with regard to the
risks to human health and wellbeing associated with fossil fuel energy
resources as well as their alternatives.

