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A small but delicious piece of the pie…
General Practice



A bigger part of the solution… 

Healthcare sector emissions reduction
≠

Hospital emissions reduction



Patient experiences of COPD

•Strong primary care 
management: 
• Appropriate use of preventers
• Smoking cessation
• Encouraging rehabilitation

• FEWER EXACERBATIONS

•Early self-management…
• STAYING OUT OF HOSPITAL

•Less effective primary care…



A small but delicious piece of the pie…
General Practice



What’s different about 
sustainable general practice? 



▪~6000 Small businesses 
▪ “Corporate” general practice (probably) about 10% of Australian general 

practices1

1. Erny-Albrecht K, Bywood P. (2016). Corporatisation of general practice – impact and implications. PHCRIS Policy Issue Review. Adelaide: Primary Health Care Research & Information Service. 

▪ Medicare Rebate Freeze

▪ Fewer colleges – RACGP and ACCRM 



1. Community engagement
2. Emissions reduction target
3. Council endorsement
4. Baseline emissions
5. Project options
6. Transition Strategy
7. Reporting and review
8. Storytelling
9. Investment



ReCEnT – GP Registrar Survey

•The Registrar Clinical Encounters in Training (ReCEnT) project is 
a longstanding survey of a practising general practice registrars to 
establish their practice habits and learning needs. 

•During each training term, participating registrars complete an 
intake survey establishing demographic information, which 
included the research questions.  

•852 registrars participated in the 2019 Term 1 round of ReCEnT 
data collection, across 5 Regional Training Organisations in NSW, 
Victoria and Tasmania. 









What does this mean?

•Most GP registrars think climate change is a significant health issue

•Most GP registrars think they should be taught about climate change

•Most GP registrars agree that environmental sustainability is part of 
the GP’s role

Colleges and general practice peak bodies supporting 
sustainable practice is aligned with the ideals of their members





Results Pending

•Survey of all GPs working in the Newcastle, Hunter, New England 
and Central Coast Areas (with thanks to the local PHN)

•Three-part questionnaire 
• Current habits of environmental sustainability in general practice
• Perceived barriers to sustainability measures
• Attitudes towards climate change and sustainability issues 

•Data collection happening now

•TBD


