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About the Forum
The Greening the Healthcare Sector Forum brings together healthcare and aged care sustainability
champions, leadership and executive, government representatives, students, researchers and
suppliers from across Australia and New Zealand to explore the big issues and solutions to fostering
a healthy future for people and the planet.
The 2021 Forum program is built around core themes from the Global Road Map for Health Care
Decarbonisation released earlier this year by Health Care Without Harm and Arup, featuring five
sessions tackling major issues and opportunities for the health sector:
Transformation for an equitable, sustainable, resilient and low carbon health sector
Net zero emissions - The big 3 (Energy, Buildings and Scope 3)
Providing healthy, sustainably grown food + implementing circular healthcare
and sustainable healthcare waste management
Achieving a more effective health system

Contents

Climate resilience
This year, The Climate and Health Alliance and UnitingCare are partnering to deliver the Greening
the Healthcare Sector Forum as a hybrid event (in person + online), with support from our host partner
Metro North Health. This means participants can experience the entire event—from presentations,
networking, poster displays, and exhibitor stalls—online from anywhere in the world, or in person at
the Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital Education Centre, on Turrbal and Jagera/Yuggara Country.

Walking the talk
To minimise the Forum’s environmental
footprint:
• 100% of emissions associated with the
event will be offset

Join the conversation! Please share your
experiences and observations during
the Forum using the hashtag
#GreenHealthForum21

• Catering will focus on vegetarian
options
• Waste will be minimised through use
of digital ticketing & reusable foodware
(where possible)
• We ask attendees to help us by BYO
water bottle and coffee cup
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to request a certificate of attendance
please email us after Forum.
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Program

Session 3

Providing healthy, sustainably grown food | Implementing circular healthcare and
sustainable healthcare waste management

Facilitated by
Simone Ryder

13.15 - 13.20

Facilitator’s introduction

Simone Ryder, Director Corporate Service
Division, Department of Health

13.20 - 13.35

A snapshot of healthcare’s food sustainability
challenges + How a ‘sustainable food systems
dietitian’ can help to green hospitals

Stefanie Carino, Dietitian,
Eastern Health

13.35 - 13.45

Delivering cost savings through plant-based
catering in healthcare settings

Dr. Angela Genoni, Nutrition & Research
Development Lead, Doctors for Nutrition

13.45 - 13.55

Innovative solutions to increase diversion of
‘waste’

Cleanaway

13.55 - 14.10

Moving to circular systems in healthcare:
Opportunities and lessons from other sectors

Ashleigh Morris, CEO & Jaine Morris, COO
Coreo

14.10 - 14.20

Sustainable practices in anaesthesia via TRA2SH
(Trainee-led Research and Audit in Anaesthesia
for Sustainability in Healthcare)

Dr. Rose Cameron, Steering Committee
Member, TRA2SH (Advanced Anaesthetic
Trainee, New Zealand)

14.20 - 14.30

Building a green culture in a green building

Rachael Jackson, Clinical Nurse &
Dr. Nellie Dick, SMO Anaesthetics,
Sunshine Coast Hospital & Health Service

14.30 - 14.40

Designing out hospital waste through a focus on
reuse and single-stream recovery

Renae McBrien, Community, Horticulture &
Environment Consultant, Children’s Health
Queensland Hospital and Health Service

14.40 - 14.55

Panel Q&A

14.55 - 15.25

BREAK – Afternoon tea

Working towards a net zero emissions, climate resilient, equitable and
environmentally sustainable healthcare sector: ensuring good health for all.

30 NOVEMBER 2021 ROYAL BRISBANE AND WOMEN’S HOSPITAL + ONLINE
Session 1

Welcoming and Opening

Facilitated by
Bruce Moore

8.30 - 8.40

Introduction

Rev. Bruce Moore, Director of Mission,
UnitingCare

8.40 - 8.50

Welcome to Country

Shannon Ruska, Mianjin Traditional Owner,
Tribal Experiences

8.50 - 9.05

Opening address

Dr. Nick Watts, Chief Sustainability Officer,
UK National Health Service (NHS)

9.05 - 9.25

Transforming the health sector to achieve equity
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples

Dr. Janine Mohamed, CEO,
Lowitja Institute

9.25 - 9.45

Big picture changes needed to achieve a low
carbon and climate resilient health sector

Dr. Kate Charlesworth, Climate Risk Lead,
Sydney North Health Network & North Sydney
Local Health District

9.45 - 10.00

Panel Q&A

10.00 - 10.30

BREAK – Morning tea

Session 4

Achieving a more effective health system

Facilitated by
Prof. Ian Scott

15.25 - 15.30

Facilitator’s introduction

Prof. Ian Scott, Director of Internal Medicine
& Clinical Epidemiology,
Princess Alexandra Hospital

15.30 - 15.40

Telehealth innovations to improve patient
outcomes and reduce environmental impacts

Dr. Anthony Smith, Director,
Centre for Online Health, University of
Queensland

15.40 - 15.50

Choosing Wisely - Preoperative pathology
ordering

Dr. Lana Vestarkis, Anaesthetist &
Dr. Anna Pietzsch, Anaesthetist,
Sunshine Coast University Hospital

Understanding the economics of a sustainable
healthcare system

Assoc. Prof. Martin Hensher,

Session 2

Net zero emissions - The big three: Energy, Buildings and Scope 3

Facilitated
by Doctors
for the
Environment
Australia

10.30 - 10.35

Facilitator’s introduction

Doctors for the Environment Australia

10.35 - 10.50

Green buildings for a net zero future

Kate Copeland AO, Executive Director
Assets & Infrastructure, Metro North Health

15.50 - 16.00

10.50 - 11.00

Aligning health and energy co-benefits: An
integrated approach to electrification and
decarbonisation of healthcare facilities

Assoc. Prof. Wendy Miller,
Queensland University of Technology

16.00 - 16.15

11.00 - 11.15

Powering healthcare with 100% clean,
renewable electricity

Jack Hooper, CEO, GEM Energy &
Judene Andrews, Manager Environmental
Sustainability, UnitingCare

11.15 - 11.30

The elephant in the ‘net zero’ room: Tackling
scope 3 supply chain emissions

11.30 - 11.45

Deakin University

Panel Q&A

Session 5

Climate resilience

Facilitated by
Sue Cooke

16.15 - 16.20

Facilitator’s introduction

Sue Cooke, Climate and Health Alliance
Consultant & Adjunct Senior Lecturer,
Griffith University

Susan Wilburn, International Sustainability
Director, Health Care Without Harm

16.20 - 16.35

A sector-specific guide for health climate
adaptation

Dr Peter Schneider, Principal Environmental
Health Scientist, Queensland Health

Greening general practice

Dr. Kate Wylie, Chair,
RACGPs Climate and Environmental Medicine
Specific Interests Group

16.35 - 16.45

Greening infrastructure for climate adaptation,
heatwave resilience and sustainability in aged
care facilities

Prof. Claudia Baldwin, Co-Director
Sustainability Research Centre, University of the
Sunshine Coast, Dr. Tony Matthews, Urban &
Environmental Planning, Griffith University

11.45 - 11.55

Advocating for all-electric hospitals

Dr. Ben Dunne, Thoracic Surgeon,
Royal Melbourne Hospital & Peter MacCallum
Cancer Centre

16.45 - 16.55

Case Study: Ambulance Victoria’s Climate
Adaptation Plan

Catherine O’Shea, Sustainability Analyst,
Ambulance Victoria

11.55 - 12.15

Panel Q&A

16.55 - 17.10

Panel Q&A

12.15 - 13.15

BREAK – Lunch & poster viewing

17.10 - 17.30

Closing remarks & thank you
Program may be subject to change
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Speakers
You can learn more about our speaker line-up on the Forum website.

Session 1: Opening & keynotes
Setting the scene for the Forum, this session will highlight the big picture changes
needed to achieve an equitable, sustainable, resilient and low carbon health sector.

Keynote Speakers
Facilitator REV. BRUCE MOORE
Director of Mission
UnitingCare
Dr Janine Mohamed is a proud Narrunga Kaurna woman from
South Australia. Over two decades, she has worked in nursing,
management, project management, research, workforce and health
policy in the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health sector,
including as CEO at the Congress of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Nurses and Midwives (CATSINaM). Janine is currently
the CEO of the Lowitja Institute - Australia’s National Institute for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Research.
She was awarded an Atlantic Fellows for Social Equity Fellowship in
2019, a Doctorate of Nursing honoris causa by Edtih Cowan University
in 2020 and this year a Distinguished Fellowship with The George
Institute for Global Health Australia. She is a regular spokesperson on
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health issues, including racism,
cultural safety, climate change, the scoial and cultural determinants
of health, workforce and Indigenous data sovereignty.

Dr Kate Charlesworth (MBBS (Hons), MPH, FAFPHM, PhD) is a public
health physician in Sydney.
After working as a hospital doctor in Australia, Kate completed much
of her public health medicine training in the UK. She was a Research
Fellow at the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine and
then worked in the NHS’s national sustainability unit, the leading
healthcare decarbonisation program in the world.
Kate also has a PhD in low-carbon healthcare, and now works as a
medical specialist in climate risk across Sydney North Primary Health
Network and Northern Sydney Local Health District - the first such
role in Australia.
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Welcome to Country SHANNON RUSKA
Mianjin Traditional Owner
Tribal Experiences

Opening address DR. NICK WATTS
Chief Sustainability Officer
UK National Health Service (NHS)

DR. JANINE MOHAMED
CEO
Lowitja Institute

DR. KATE CHARLESWORTH
Climate Risk Lead
Sydney North Health Network &
North Sydney Local Health District
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Session 2: Net zero emissions - The big three: Energy, Buildings &
Scope 3

Session 3: Providing healthy, sustainably grown food | Implementing
circular healthcare and sustainable waste management

From green buildings, energy efficiency, renewable energy, electrification, and supply
chain engagement, this session explores solutions for decarbonising the most significant
contributors to healthcare’s emissions.

This joint session explores sustainability opportunities for addressing ‘tucker’ and ‘trash’,
spanning topics from plant-based catering and embedding sustainability in a dietician’s
role, to circular thinking, innovative recycling solutions, and designing out waste.

Facilitator KATHRYN WOOLFIELD
Doctors for the Environment Australia

Facilitator SIMONE RYDER
Director Corporate Service Division
Queensland Department of Health

KATE COPELAND AO
Executive Director Assets & Infrastructure
Metro North Health

STEFANIE CARINO
Dietician Eastern Health

ASSOC. PROF. WENDY MILLER
Queensland University of Technology

DR. ANGELA GENONI
Nutrition & Research Development Lead
Doctors for Nutrition

JACK HOOPER & JUDENE ANDREWS
CEO, GEM Energy &
Manager Environmental Sustainability, UnitingCare

SUSAN WILBURN
International Director Sustainability
Health Care Without Harm

DR. KATE WYLIE
Chair
RACGP Climate & Environmental Specific Interests Group

DR. BEN DUNNE
Thoracic Surgeon
Royal Melbourne Hospital & Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre
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ASHLEIGH MORRIS & JAINE MORRIS
CEO & COO
Coreo

DR. ROSE CAMERON
Steering Committee Member
TRA2SH

RACHAEL JACKSON & DR. NELLIE DICK
Clinical Nurse & SMO Anaesthetics
Sunshine Coast Hospital & Health Service

RENAE MCBRIEN
Community, Horticulture & Environment Consultant
Children’s Health QLD Hospital & Health Service
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Session 4: Achieving a more effective health system

Session 5: Climate resilience

This session will demonstrate some of the ways the health sector can reduce emissions
through improving system effectiveness, including changing models of care, eliminating
inefficient and unnecessary practices, and the inter-relationship between economic and
environmental sustainability in healthcare.

This session showcases current policy, research and practices that foster health
services’ resilience to the impacts and service demands brought by a changing climate.

Facilitator PROF. IAN SCOTT
Director of Internal Medicine & Clinical Epidemiology
Princess Alexandra Hospital

Facilitator SUE COOKE
Climate and Health Alliance Consultant & Adjunct Senior Lecturer
Griffith University

PROF. ANTHONY SMITH
Director
Centre for Online Health, University of Queensland

DR PETER SCHNEIDER
Principal Environmental Health Scientist
Queensland Health

DR. LANA VESTARKIS & DR. ANNA PIETZSCH
Anaesthetists
Sunshine Coast University Hospital

ASSOC. PROF. MARTIN HENSHER
Deakin University
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PROF. CLAUDIA BALDWIN & DR. TONY MATTHEWS
University of the Sunshine Coast
& Griffith University

CATHERINE O’SHEA
Sustainability Analyst
Ambulance Victoria
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Organisers
Global Green & Healthy Hospitals

UnitingCare

Global Green and Healthy Hospitals (GGHH) is a free, collaborative
network of health institutions working to reduce their environmental
footprint and foster a healthy future for people and the planet.

UnitingCare is a courageous and creative not-for-profit health and
community services provider. Each year, we work with more than
430,000 individuals, families and communities in over 460 locations
in Queensland and the Northern Territory. Through our accessible
services we’re committed to empowering older people, those living
with a disability, people requiring health care in hospital or at home,
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders, children and families.

Globally there are over 1,500 members representing over 43,000
hospitals and health services. Membership is open to hospitals,
health care facilities (including aged care), health systems and health
organisations.
Member benefits:
• Access to a global network of sustainable healthcare colleagues
• Resources developed specifically for sustainable healthcare
• Opportunities to showcase leadership and receive recognition
GGHH is an initiative of Health Care Without Harm.
Find out more here: https://www.greenhospitals.net

UnitingCare recognises that the health and wellbeing of our residents,
patients, clients and staff is inextricably linked to the health of our
planet. That’s why, in 2021, we released our ambitious Environmental
Sustainability Strategy 2025. This roadmap defines six focus areas,
each underpinned by tangible goals, including:
• transitioning our passenger fleet to 100% hybrid and electric
vehicles
• reducing our carbon footprint by 70%
• sourcing 100% of electricity from renewable energy

The Climate & Health Alliance
The Climate and Health Alliance (CAHA) is Australia’s peak body on
climate and health. Our mission is to build a powerful health sector
movement for climate action and sustainable healthcare.

Collaboration will be key to accelerating progress towards a healthier,
fairer, and greener future for all. So, it is with great enthusiasm and
pride that UnitingCare has partnered to deliver the Greening the
Healthcare Sector Forum 2021, bringing this important event to
Queensland for the first time.

Ensuring the health sector is sustainable and climate resilient is a core
pillar of success in CAHA’s work, as outlined in our Strategic Plan.
As a strategic partner and affiliate of Health Care Without Harm, CAHA
coordinates the GGHH network in the Pacific Region, which is the main
component of our Sustainable Healthcare Program.
The Pacific GGHH network has over 110 members, representing over
2,000 hospitals and health services.
CAHA has run annual sustainable healthcare events in collaboration
with health sector leaders since 2012 to showcase action, facilitate
knowledge sharing and networking.
View some member case studies and a list of members in the Pacific
region here: https://www.caha.org.au/sustainable_health
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Exhibitors
EcoAid

The Forum features both an in-person and online exhibition hall, providing an opportunity for
attendees to connect with and learn about key industry players who are working on solutions to help
green the healthcare sector.
Through the Virtual Event Hub, attendees can view exhibitor stands, poster displays and access links
to more information. When the Forum is open on 30th November, attendees will be able to join online
networking spaces and interact with exhibiting sponsors during the Forum breaks.
w ecoaid.net.au

Cleanaway

e 	love@ecoaid.net.au
p (02) 9629 1687

At Cleanaway we are always looking at ways to “make a sustainable
future possible”. We help businesses identify and maximise diversion
opportunities and increase sustainability rates while minimising the
weight of the general waste bin. Our services can be customised to fit
business’ needs, size or workflows, reducing business disruption and
optimising efficiency.
Cleanaway Daniels has been supplying the healthcare industry
with services for over 30 years. In conjunction with health and over
five years of research invested into its design and engineering,
the Sharpsmart collector is manufactured to precise tolerances to
ensure all safety mechanisms are functional on every collector. In its
design and proven studies, the Sharpsmart is more than just a sharps
container, it is an engineered safety device which eliminates risk
of container-related sharps injury and minimises the impact on our
environment.

w cleanaway.com.au
e 	leslee.ferguson@
cleanaway.com.au
p 0499 302 196
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EcoAid is Australia’s first company solely dedicated to innovating
sustainable medical solutions. Since 2005, EcoAid has already
replaced more than 28 million pieces of hospital plastic so that
healthcare professionals can save the planet – and lives. The range
includes more than 70 safe, affordable and eco-friendly alternatives for
the most used hospital plastics including procedure packs, trays, cups
and patient straws. As catalysts for radical change, EcoAid is aspiring
to close the loop on the lifecycle of medical products to eliminate
plastic medical waste at the point of generation.

Edge Environment
Edge is a leading full-spectrum sustainability consultancy with offices
in Australia, New Zealand, the US and Chile. Our mission is to create a
world where unsustainable is unthinkable.

w edgeenvironment.com
e 	max@edge
environment.com
p (02) 9438 0100

We work across a range of sectors including health and aged care.
We exist to help our clients create value from tackling one of the
world’s most fundamental challenges: creating truly sustainable
economies and societies. We do this by combining science, strategy
and storytelling in a way that gives our clients the confidence to take
ambitious action, and do well by doing good.

As well as being one of the safest sharps containers, Sharpsmart
system eliminates over 940,000kgs of disposable sharps containers
from landfill each year, reducing plastic waste by 2,100 kgs and
cardboard waste by 150 kgs for every 100 occupied beds.
Come and talk to us about how we can assist you in reducing your
impact on the environment.
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Forum Host
GEM Energy
GEM Energy is a multi-award winning Brisbane solar company.
Founded in Emerald, Queensland in 2013, we are Australia’s leading
commercial and residential solar energy company, providing high
quality solar installations, saving thousands every year for homes and
businesses through renewable energy.

w gemenergy.com.au
e 	marketing@gemenergy.
com.au
p 1300 969 471

The key to our growth is that we embrace new technologies within the
renewable energy industry. We are satisfying the need for bespoke
energy solutions within the market. Our clients are some of Australia’s
most well known organisations, including Australia Zoo, Brisbane
Convention and Exhibition Centre, Catholic Education Rockhampton,
Cleanaway, QUBE Logistics, Australia Post and RACQ.

Hesta
At HESTA, we are an industry superannuation fund, passionate about
being a leader in responsible investment and advocacy to strengthen
our members’ financial future and the world they will retire into.
More than 900,000 Australians trust HESTA with their money. So
together, we invest $66 billion in savings to create brighter futures.

w hesta.com.au
e 	nsmith@hesta.com.au
p 0411 430 984

HESTA is about creating positive returns and positive outcomes for the
planet and society through investing with purpose, advocating with
influence, and leading by example.
Come talk to us about ‘Our path to net zero’ report and how your super
can change your future…

Metro North Health
The venue
Metro North Health is hosting the Forum at the state-of-the-art Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital
Education Centre, on Turrbal and Jagera/Yuggara Country.
About our host
Metro North Health is a recognised leader in the provision and delivery of world class healthcare.
We are the largest of 16 Hospital and Health Services (HHS) that provide public health services in
Queensland, delivering services to a population of more than one million, from north of the Brisbane
River to north of Kilcoy.
Our role as a leader in healthcare extends beyond caring for the community in the present, to future
generations to come. As the largest health service in Australia, we are dedicated to reducing our
environmental footprint, promoting public and environmental health, and ensuring our service is
resilient to climate change.
Green Metro North Sustainability Strategy 2021-2026 presents our commitment to environmental
sustainability spanning over five strategic elements. This strategy represents an important step on our
sustainability journey and reflects the passion of our staff to make a positive impact.
We will deliver on our commitment by focusing on the following five elements:
• Green Monitoring - Measure, monitor and report on key sustainability metrics to track progress and
identify opportunities for improvement.
• Green Partnerships - Collaborate with other organisations to improve sustainability performance and
innovation within the healthcare sector.
• Green Facilities - Build and maintain all facilities, plant and infrastructure to integrate environmental
sustainability and resilience.
• Green Initiatives - Action for sustainable change, including enhancing energy efficiency and
minimising waste output.
• Green Workforce - Prioritise staff engagement to champion environmental sustainability across all
organisational locations.
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In-person experience

Virtual experience

The venue

This year’s Forum has been designed as a hybrid event, to make the entire experience—from
presentations, networking, poster displays, and exhibitor stalls—accessible to virtual attendees and
presenters.

Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital Education Centre
Bowen Bridge Rd & Butterfield St, Herston QLD 4029
On Turrbal and Jagera/Yuggara Country

How to access the Forum online

A map of the RBWH precinct can be viewed online here.

The Forum will be livestreamed via Zoom video conference. Registered virtual attendees will receive
an email a few days before the event, with a URL and password to join the Zoom session.

How to get there
Bus: Routes 310, 330, 333, 370 and 66 stop at RBWH bus station, which is adjacent to the Forum
venue (RBWH Education Centre).
Train: Brunswick Street station and Bowen Hills station are approximately 1 kilometre from the venue.
Bike: The hospital is located near the North Brisbane Bikeway and Enoggera Creek Bikeway.
Drop-off: Head North by car on Bowen Bridge Road, turn left into Central Drive (in between the
Education Centre and the Dr James Mayne Building) at the set of lights.

Parking
Accessible parking is available at the multi-level Cornerstone Parking located at 325 Herston Road
(cnr Herston Rd and Gilchrist Rd). Forum attendees can validate their Cornerstone parking ticket at the
venue for $20 all-day parking.

Engage in Q&A panel sessions
The Q&A panel sessions will invite interaction from both virtual and in-person audiences via Slido.
Participants can ask questions and vote for questions they like, bringing the most important topics to
light for the expert panels to discuss.

Participate in the Virtual Event Hub (VEH)
The VEH is an online space through which attendees can access online exhibitor stalls, connect
with exhibitors, view posters, access sustainable healthcare information and network with other
participants. The VEH can be accessed on the Forum website:
www.caha.org.au/forum2021_virtual_hub

Accessibility
The venue is wheelchair accessible, including for those who arrive by public transport at the RBWH
bus station, which is adjacent to the venue. Accessible toilets are located inside the venue.

Environmental sustainability
We aim to make this a low carbon, low waste event. To help us achieve this we encourage you to:
• take low-carbon forms of transport
• bring a reusable water bottle and coffee cup (the venue can only provide disposable cups for
covid safety reasons)
• avoid printing and opt for utilising your digital ticket and program (a large program will be displayed
at the Forum)
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With thanks to...
Our major sponsor:

Our exhibiting sponsors

Our promotional partners

Our wise & wonderful Steering Committee:
Simone Ryder		

Queensland Department of Health

Cathy Hollis		

Metro North Health

David Walker		

Metro North Health

Sarah Thomson

Metro North Health

Melinda Whiteley

Metro North Health

Christine Garsden

Sunshine Coast Hospital & Health Service

Andrea Winters

Sunshine Coast Hospital & Health Service

Renae McBrien		

Children’s Health QLD Hospital & Health Service

Ngaire McGaw		

Mater Group

Pieter Jansen		

Doctors for the Environment Australia

Sue Cooke		

Climate and Health Alliance

