CAHA welcomes the WA Government’s action on climate change and health
Media Release 11 April 2019
The Climate and Health Alliance (CAHA), a coalition of over 30 health organisations, today
welcomed the Western Australian Government’s release of its Sustainable Health Review. In
particular in relation to the reports recommendation for the state’s public health system to
address the effects of climate change on the community’s health.
CAHA, which coordinates the Global Green and Healthy Hospitals network in Australian and New
Zealand, provides health industry and health professionals with practical support to reduce their
ecological footprint and promote public and environmental health.
Fiona Armstrong, Executive Director of CAHA said it was important to note that the review had
linked climate mitigation and adaptation work in health as a means to addressing major public
health issues.
“We know that action on climate change has a positive impact on the health of the community
and on reducing the costs associated with treating ill health associated with chronic health
conditions that are often directly impacted by our lifestyle and environment.
“Increasing active transport and decreasing air pollution, for instance, would improve the health
of the community by helping to reducing rates of obesity, diabetes and heart disease.” Fiona
said.
Ms Armstrong also said that public hospitals and health professionals could make important
contributions to educate the community about the health benefits of a clean environment and
sustainable health care delivery.
“Public health services are energy and water intensive and produce lots of waste, but in leading
by example and delivering health services in a more sustainable way, we can help the
community understand the health benefits of action on climate change.
“Health professionals are increasingly concerned about the environmental impact of health
services, particularly as they witness the effects of climate change on their patients and clients,
they want to see government taking action on the issues of environmental sustainability and
climate change in health and so we welcome the leadership shown by the McGowan
Government.”
The Climate and Health Alliance are leading the Our Climate Our Health campaign calling for a
National Strategy on Climate Health and Well-being for Australia
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