




The National Strategy for Climate, 
Health and Well-being: a briefer.  

 

ABOUT THE CAMPAIGN  

What it is:   The Campaign for a National Strategy on Climate, Health and Well-being 
for Australia has been developed because there is a national policy failure to respond 
to the health risks of the climate crisis. 
 
The climate crisis and health: Health professionals have a responsibility, but also a 
tremendous opportunity, to act on the climate crisis. Two leading international medical 
journals have described the climate crisis as a “health emergency”. The leading 
publication on global climate change and health research, the 2015 Health and 
Climate Commission, published by the international medical journal The Lancet, found 
that climate change presents an “unacceptably high and potentially catastrophic risk 
to human health”. At the same time, there is strong evidence to show that actions to 
address the climate crisis could be tremendously beneficial for human health and 
reduce health costs: these are ‘co-benefits’. 
 
A National Strategy: Australia has no national policy to respond to the health risks 
nor to act on these opportunities. A 2015 global survey of national climate change and 
health plans revealed that Australia lags behind comparable countries in its response 
to the health risks of the climate crisis. The global climate agreement (the Paris 
Agreement) obliges nations to consider their citizens’ ‘right to health’ in the context of 
climate policy. A National Strategy on Climate, Health and Well-being would assist 
Australia in meeting its international obligations under the Paris agreement. It would 
provide a comprehensive, integrated, national approach to addressing the health risks 
of climate change, to ensure policies to reduce emissions also reduce risks to health, 
to maximise co-benefits for health and well-being, and to support climate resilience in 
the health sector. A national consultation revealed 98% of surveyed health 
professionals support a National Strategy on Climate, Health and Well-being for 
Australia.  
 
Campaign objective:  The goal of the campaign is to achieve the development and 
implementation of a National Strategy on Climate, Health and Well-being for Australia.  
 
The process: The campaign will work to develop a consensus among healthcare 
stakeholders, parliamentarians, policymakers and the wider community about the core 
elements of a National Strategy and to mobilise health professionals and organisations 



to advocate for the realisation of this policy goal. 
 
In 2016, the first year of the campaign, campaign milestones were exceeded. A Core 
Organising Group and Support Committee was established. A Discussion Paper was 
circulated to 350 healthcare stakeholders, and over 130 health professionals and 
organisations responded to the accompanying Survey to respond to the proposal for 
a National Strategy. A National Online Discussion Forum was held, followed by a 
historic Health Leaders Roundtable in Canberra in October. This brought together 
around 40 President, CEOs, and policy leaders of health organisations to discuss the 
key elements of a national strategy, and was attended by the Assistant Minister for 
Health, Shadow Minister for Health and Greens Party Leader.  
 
In 2017 we have developed the Framework for the National Strategy, and commenced 
the training, advocacy and lobbying phrase of the campaign. This involves a three-day 
intensive education and training program for 25 health professionals, to build a strong 
cohort of advocates across the health sector. In addition to this, support will be 
provided on an ongoing basis to healthcare professionals to advocate in their 
workplace to build support for the strategy, and to meet with their MP/Senator. There 
will also be lobbying actions, media efforts and an online campaign, to build political 
pressure for the strategy.  
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