Help us create
a climate
where health
matters

The value of a
climate alliance for
the health sector
Working collectively on an issue can make the
voices of individual organisations much more
powerful. We recognise that together, we can
bring a rich perspective and insights to inform
policy and responses that is more influential
than if we work alone.
The trusted and respected voices of health
professionals and health groups can help
highlight the human and social costs of
climate change.
Communicating about climate change as a
health issue is demonstrated to help
overcome resistance to action, and leads to
stronger support for climate mitigation and
adaptation responses.

The international medical journal The Lancet
has described climate change as “the biggest
global health threat of the 21st century”.
It has also called for “a new public health
movement which frames climate change
for humankind as a health issue”.

The Climate and
Health Alliance was
established in 2010
to respond to this
call.

Who we are
Since 2010, Climate and Health Alliance has
been powerful force for change in highlighting
climate change as a health issue.
Health professionals are trusted messengers and
can help shift attitudes in support of climate
action. Positioning climate change as a health
issue makes it personal; makes it real; makes it
about ‘now’.
Health also oﬀers a positive narrative – oﬀering
hope and a better future. Many of the initiatives
needed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions –
renewable energy, clean powered electric
vehicles, active and public transport, low carbon
diets – all oﬀer opportunities to improve health
and reduce huge burden of chronic disease in the
community.
We are building a movement of health
professionals and health organisations to bring
attention to this critical issue.
Our members include health care professional
groups, health care providers, health care
consumers, institutions, researchers, or
academics - collaborating together to advocate
for change.

The value of being a
member
The strength of the Climate and
Health Alliance lies in the integrity
and credibility of its operations and
the diversity and breadth of its
membership. It represents many of
Australia’s most significant health
care stakeholders.
CAHA provides an opportunity for
member organisations to contribute
to raising awareness in the sector,
among policymakers, the media, and
the community about the links
between climate change and health
and the available solutions.
Through collaboration with others,
members of CAHA can extend their
influence on policy development and
the direction of state, national and
international responses to climate
change and its risks to health and
wellbeing.
Membership of CAHA provides the
opportunity to network with other
stakeholder groups to collaborate
and influence change.

Membership benefits include:
• Leadership and guidance on policy,

research, communications and
advocacy on climate change and
health
• Two regular newsletters (on climate

change and health and sustainable
healthcare)
• Representation in advocacy on

climate change and health, and
being part of a collaborative
community of practice
• Opportunities to influence policy

and contribute to submissions and
evidence to parliamentary inquiries
• Engagement with a dynamic

national and international
community of climate change and
health advocates

• Invitations to participate in key

events and strategic dialogues on
climate change and health
• The chance to participate in

partnerships with other health
stakeholders and key NGOs on
advocacy campaigns and projects
• Access to education and training

opportunities to build skills and
literacy on climate change and
health
• Opportunities to participate in

UNFCCC global climate change
negotiations as a CAHA delegate
• Invitations to events, trainings and

engagement with organisations
from other sectors as part of
Climate Action Network Australia

We are building a movement of
health stakeholders to bring
collective power and momentum to
the task of tackling climate change.

We advocate for policy to promote a
healthy society through climate action

We collaborate with others to build
collective power

We engage and inform health
professionals, policymakers and the
community

We draw inspiration from our network to
develop innovative and evidence-based
ideas to drive change

What we do
Advocacy
CAHA provides a strong and trusted
voice through which the health
sector can advocate collectively on
climate-health issues. We have a
strong track record of partnering
with governments to include
climate and health in policy.
Some of our key achievements have
included:
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• Leading the development of the

Human Health and Wellbeing
Climate Change Adaptation Plan
for Queensland (H-CAP) (2018)
• Leading the collaborative

development of a world-first
national policy roadmap on
climate change and health – the
Framework for a National Strategy
on Climate, Health and Wellbeing
for Australia (now part of the ALP
national policy platform) (2017)

• Conducting the first ever national

consultation on climate change
and health policy with healthcare
stakeholders (2016)
• Helping to get health recognised

in the Paris Agreement - leading
the first ever global survey of
national climate and health policy
(with World Federation of Public
Health Associations) prior to the
UNFCCC global climate
negotiations in Paris (2015)

• Putting coal and health on the

agenda of the NSW election in
2015 following the release of our
report: ‘Coal and Health in the
Hunter: Lessons from One Valley
for the World’. This report
provided, for the first time, an
economic assessment of the
health harms of coal production at
local, regional, and global levels,
along with an overview of
evidence of the adverse health
impacts from coal (2015)

Greening the sector
Since 2012, CAHA has coordinated and led the
Australia and New Zealand regional network of
the Global Green and Healthy Hospitals
network. Since then, members representing
almost 800 hospitals and health care service
providers have joined this program.
Members of this network have access to tools
and resources, guidance documents, experts,
events, case studies and an online platform
where they can interact, learn from and
collaborate with members across the globe.
GGHH Pacific regional members are winning
global awards for their work reducing emissions,
building climate resilience, while improving
public and environmental health.

Building capacity
We have built our members' capacity to
communicate health benefits of climate action
through their organisations and developed
health leaders thorough our ‘climate and health
champions’ education program.

Our international influence
Since 2011 CAHA has participated in health
delegations to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change negotiations.
We are proud to say that this Australian-led
movement has inspired the establishment of
five other such coalitions around the world
including:
· Global Climate and Health Alliance (2011)
· US Climate and Health Alliance (2013)
· UK Health and Climate Alliance (2016)
· Medical Society Consortium on Climate and
Health (2017)
· German Alliance on Climate and Health
(2018)
CAHA’s eﬀorts have been described in the
international medical journal The Lancet as an
example of of leadership in climate change
and health that “nations - and health
professionals” should look to for “inspiration
and achievement”.

How to join
To download an application form, visit: http://
www.caha.org.au/join
By signing this form, and paying an annual fee, you/
your organisation will agree to:
(a) be listed as a member of the Alliance (or, in the
case of individuals, as a member of Friends of
CAHA);
(b) undertake to encourage others to promote
action on climate change as a health issue;
(c) undertake to reduce my/our organisational
environmental impact;
(d) contribute to development and future directions
of the Alliance and the issues on which it engages
and informs, advocates, shares and collaborates;
(e) be contacted with news of important events or
publications.
Complete the form and return to:
oﬃce@caha.org.au or PO BOX 343, Clifton Hill, Vic
3068.
We look forward to welcoming you to CAHA!

