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An outline for the workshop -

• Why Climate Change and Health?
• Rationale/Platform from Paris (why climate change is a health issue)
• The Policy Gap (why it remains as an issue)
• The role of health communication/ messaging in filling that gap (Why a health lens is 

critical to protecting us from climate change)
• The role of health professionals as advocates (Why we need to be telling this story)

• The National Strategy for Climate, Health and Well-being
• Results from a survey of healthcare stakeholders regarding a NSCHW (Support for, 

and what healthcare practitioners see as solutions/challenges)
• Key steps in campaign (How we're going about pulling this all together)

• Tools for developing climate advocacy campaigns in other settings
• Setting the scene for other National Campaigns for Climate, Health and Wellbeing –

Power Mapping exercise



Climate and Health – why it matters







Health and Climate Change: The Policy Gap



Health in climate policy gap - international

Source: Chand et al., 2015, Climate Change and Health Policy Assessment Project Report: A Global Survey 2015

77% No comprehensive identification of health risks given climate projections

65% Limited identification of vulnerable populations or infrastructure

51% No nation plan for protection against health impacts of climate change

37% No policies for public health adaptation

35% No policies for long-term climate change and health impacts



Health in climate policy gap - Australia

“I don’t think…talking about health outcome would work in the context of the government’s current policies 
and, and targets, cos I, I suspect...any analysis of health benefits of action would probably say the targets 

aren’t high enough to achieve much benefit...”

Source: Workman, Karoly, Blashki, Wiseman, 2016, The Role of Health Co-Benefits in the Development of Australian Climate Change Mitigation Policies





Critical to addressing the policy gap is the framing of 
climate change as a health issue



Climate change communication

Source: Leiserowitz et al., 2014,  Public Perceptions of the Health Consequences of Global Warming



Climate change communication
“….the public health community has an important perspective to share about climate change, a perspective 

that makes the problem more personally relevant, significant, and understandable to members of the public.” 

Maibach et al., 2010, Reframing climate change as a public health issue: an exploratory study of public reactions

Source: Leiserowitz et al., 2014,  Public Perceptions of the Health Consequences of Global Warming





Health Professionals need to be the messengers telling the story of 
climate change as a health issue



Health (both the professions and the ‘frame’) are 
key to influencing attitudes and behaviour

The health sector is a key sector in 
terms of influencing community 
attitudes and voting behaviour, as 
health professionals are seen as 
trusted and respected voices, with no 
vested interests, other than the public 
interest.



The health sector is large

There are around 
600,000 health 
professionals in Australia 
– the largest group 
(330,000) nurses and 
midwives.



The health sector is influential



Getting political to achieve policy outcomes on 
climate change and health -

the campaign for a National Strategy on Climate, 
Health and Well-being

A new approach + new campaign



Theory of change

Policy Goal: A National 
Strategy for Climate Health 

and Well-being

Strategic ongoing and 
persistent engagement with 

health orgnisations and 
individuals regarding this 

campaign

Training in advocacy and 
organising for health 

professionals and health 
organisational delegates

An engaged and  mobilised 
health sector in support of 

climate action

A strong consensus within the 
health sector around the core 

elements of a policy 
framework for the National 

Strategy





What does the campaign involve?

Three phases, including:

• outreach and engagement through a national policy consultation 
with the health sector;

• skills and development  and capacity building among health 
professionals; and an 

• advocacy for policy campaign directly targeting decision-makers, 
with a goal of achieving political commitments in relation to a 
National Strategy on Climate, Health and Well-being for Australia. 





Late 2015 

Paris Talks, 
People’s Climate 

March

Early 
2016

Strategy 
meetings 

June 2016 
Discussion 

Paper 
Circulated

September 
2016  

Establishment 
of nation-wide 

support of a 
NSCHW

October 2016

Roundtable with 
Parliamentarians

Early 2017-
Drafting of 

Policy 
Framework

April 2017

Circulation of 
Draft 

Framework

June 2017

First 
Training 
Camp

2017-2019 
Ongoing 
Advocacy 
Activities

2019

Federal Election

Ongoing….
• Engagement with health 

stakeholders, with community 
groups, with policy makers and 
parliamentarians

• Recruitment of health leaders
• Training of health advocates





Training Workshop



Where we’re headed

• A stronger constituency of advocates in the climate and health space 
(organisations and individuals)

• Publicising our demands, the responses of policy-makers, and our opinions of 
these responses

• Creating a national network of climate-health mentors for MPs and Senators

• Training campaigners and organisers in the health sector, building lasting 
power

• Creating a new social norm in the health sector of climate advocacy and 
action






