
             

 

 

August 6, 2020 

Dear Members of COVID-19 - Economic Resilience Task Force (ERTF) 

We recognize the importance of the work you are doing.  What you recommend will have a 

profound influence not only on how Calgary emerges from the COVID crisis, but how our City is 

able to overcome the many challenges it faces.   

 

To advance the priorities you have been given, economic resilience must be Job #1 with 

environmental resilience as the foundation for building a more resilient economy. To accomplish 

that, it is essential that The City: 

 

1. Support local businesses, secure mobility for all Calgarians, and break the 

pandemic’s bonds of social isolation through  

● Increased investment in public transit, including maintaining routes, 

● Extended continuous, integrated and safe cycling and pedestrian infrastructure 

across all Calgary neighbourhoods. 

 

2. Save Calgarians money while reducing carbon emissions and social inequality by: 

● Setting net-zero standards for new public buildings (including the four new capital 

buildings), 

● Adopting bylaws, zoning and financial mechanisms that encourage private 

development to adopt zero-carbon standards, 

● Conducting deep energy retrofits on municipal buildings and social housing, 

● Adopting financial mechanisms, such as the PACE program, to encourage 

investment in deep retrofit on commercial and residential buildings, 

● Build new and net-zero affordable housing so Calgary is no longer at the bottom 

of the list for affordable units per capita, 

● Using procurement strategies to create partnerships with local farmers to develop 

a  short supply chain for food and encourage regenerative agriculture, 

● Delaying servicing for the 14 new communities until the City is in better financial 

shape and housing demand has caught up with oversupply of suburban land. 

 

3. Reduce the carbon impact of electricity generation, send a strong signal that 

Calgary is embracing the economy of the future, and help diversify the economy 

by: 

 

● Making ENMAX net zero-carbon by 2050  

 

The Calgary Alliance for the Common Good is a non-partisan and non-profit alliance of 

congregations, unions, school and community groups in Calgary representing more than 30,000 



 

people.  These organizations came together to form the Calgary Alliance for the Common Good 

in order to organize the power of our communities to shape a just and compassionate city. 

 

The Calgary Climate Hub is a volunteer-led, non-profit organization that unites a diverse group 

of Calgarians committed to working together to support meaningful local action on climate 

change. We represent a variety of communities, industries, cultures and causes. We believe 

that a broad and diverse range of Calgarians and organizations need to be engaged on the 

climate crisis to develop impactful solutions that fit our unique political and economic 

circumstances. 

 

Sustainable Calgary brings people together to make Calgary a healthy, equitable, and 

sustainable city. Sustainable Calgary specialize in bringing communities to the table to 

participate in research, design, discussion and action. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Celia Lee, Executive Director  

Sustainable Calgary 

celia@sustainablecalgary.org  

 

 
Rev. Anna Greenwood-Lee, Board Chair 

Calgary Alliance for the Common Good 

rector@stlaurence.ca  

 

 

 

 

Matt Grace, Co-chair 

Calgary Climate Hub 

 

 

 

 


