
The Calgary Climate Hub is a group of over 200 Calgarians dedicated to making our city a leader on climate action. 

Climate Hub Submission on the Budget 
 

First, congratulations and thank you for declaring a climate 
emergency – and backing it with a strong plan of action.  You have 
positioned Calgary to become the leader we need. 
 
Traditionally, this is a time to merely tweak the budget.  Time is short, 
though.  More can and should be done now to strengthen the current 
budget and sow the seeds for the budget planning that will start soon. 

 
Our goals are for City budgets specifically designed to  

• Achieve net-zero emissions by at least 2050 with clear, stringent interim targets 
• Bring down emissions from electricity, natural gas, and gasoline/ diesel 
• And do it in a way that protects the most vulnerable and makes their lives more resilient 

 
This means viewing all aspects of the budget through three lenses: 

• Impact on the climate and the natural environment that sustains us 
• Impact on those the “market” is not adequately serving 
• Follow City policy 

 
For this budget, we strongly recommend that you make room for the following changes for next year or, 
if absolutely necessary, future years. 
 

• For those who install solar panels, reduce ENMAX administration and transmission charges so 
they apply only to the externally generated component of the householder’s bill. 

• Restore transit to 100% service levels  
• Do not defer and, where possible, increase capital funding for transit (including the Green 

Line), sidewalks, and pathways, including achieving the 30-kilometre goal for cycle tracks 
• Deliver high-speed EV charging within a short drive of every Calgarian 
• Increase funding for urban forestry to achieve the goal of 16% coverage 
• As well as promoting more solar installations, add incentives for solar installations to the 

Resilient Roofing Program 
• The plan for the new event centre demonstrates that important progress can be made toward 

net-zero.  Capitalize on funding deferrals for the event centre and other projects such as the 
fieldhouse, Arts Commons, & affordable housing by putting them on a fast track to net-zero 
when completed. 

• Ensure that borrowing provisions for the Clean Energy Improvement Program (CEIP) [if 
approved] are sufficient to fund the program and expand it to meet demand 

• On land use: 
o Do not fund the “Bolster Growth Funding and Investment” Program 
o Where feasible, defer servicing to the 14 new communities approved in 2018  

 
unless Administration can demonstrate that funding from The City  

o Will be net-zero and  
o Not result in subsidies from existing communities, including the 27 new 

communities approved prior to 2018. 



 

• And, of utmost importance, ensure there is enough money in the budget to meet the needs of 
the current Climate Resilience Strategy and make the new version decisively net-zero. 

 
As for the four-year budget planning, we recommend, in addition to what we have already mentioned, 
that you direct Administration to build the four-year budget on a foundation of  

 
• Follow and fully implement the Municipal Development Plan, the most cost-effective way to 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  This includes: 
o Obey Key Direction #3 to “Direct land use change within a framework of Activity Centres and 

Main Streets.” 
o Except for secondary suites, defer land use applications outside of Activity Centres and Main 

Streets until a local area plan has been approved 
o Evaluate all growth and change on a city-wide, level playing field between existing 

communities and new subdivisions 
 

• Conduct a Fair Revenue Review to  
o Evaluate whether the revenue received (or not received) for City services is equitable 
o Determine how raising revenue can be adjusted to encourage responsible resource use 
o Recommend changes to make the revenue-raising system fair, progressive, and sustainable 

– financially, socially, and environmentally 
 

This would, in particular, include equitable balance between funding for roads vs. transit and 
expansion of the fare-free transit zone. 

 
• Implement Climate Performance Compensation at The City and subsidiaries, especially ENMAX, 

that rewards leaders and teams for meeting and exceeding climate targets. 
 


