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CANDIDATE
QUESTIONNAIRE

1. Tell us about who you are and why you decided to run for City Council?

I came to Calgary to chase an Olympic dream nearly 10 years ago. I quickly learned that this city is so much 
more than a sport city. I not only made the 2016 Olympic team, I received a great education, worked in both 
the public and private sector, married my husband and got involved in the community in various volunteering 
and governance capacities at the local, national and international level.

This city gave me so much, and now it’s my turn to give back. This is the most important election Calgary has 
seen in decades. We need to get the right people around the table to help chart a future that is people- and 
future-focused. I genuinely want to make Calgary a better place. These next years are going to be challeng-
ing for the city, but I believe our best years are ahead, if we elect people who will fight hard for that future.

2. Why should Calgarians vote for you?

I bring the right balance of skillset, experience, and people skills to do this job well. As an Olympian, I learned 
how to strive for excellence on limited resources and fight for what I believe in. I also have a background in 
municipal policy and truly know what goes into this role. I’m not a member of any party and I’ve never ran at 
another level of government. I think that’s exceptionally important because we need to elect leaders who 
set aside partisan differences to serve Calgarians, rather than electing those to use partisan differences to 
divide us.

3. Calgary’s current City Council has a history of erratically delaying the Green Line, and 
the provincial government continues to threaten the project with further delays. Do you 
feel the Green Line should be a priority? If so, how would you approach getting the project 
back on track?

The Green Line is the single most important infrastructure project for Calgary. I ride the MacEwan Express 
and see the significant need for reliable transit. From a larger perspective, Calgary needs a full scale transit 
system to rival other global cities. The Green Line should absolutely be a priority and I’m angry that council 
has prioritized private subsidization projects like a Flames Arena over a truly public project that would ben-
efit all Calgarians. One of my first orders of business as Ward 3 city councillor is to get the BRT to the north 
up and working effectively. That project lays the groundwork for the Green Line to come north. Without that 
project, politicians will continue to say that the northern corridor is not possible to navigate. We must prove 
them wrong.

4. Over the past year, Alberta has seen more residents leave for other provinces than the reverse.

A. What do you feel are the main reasons that residents (particularly youth and young adults) 
are leaving?

I believe there’s a lack of opportunity and a mismatch in priorities between our elected leaders and Calgar-
ians. When I speak to the folks at Calgary Economic Development and ask them “What will attract invest-
ment to Calgary?”, they’ve told me that the answer isn’t simply a low tax environment. It’s excellent services, 
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culture and talent. Those are the very things that have been under attack in our city for the last 4-5 years.

B. What would you do to keep young Calgarians from leaving the city?

To keep young Calgarians here, we need to acknowledge and provide the things that younger people care 
about such as transit, climate action, a thriving entertainment scene and jobs. And frankly, I think we need to 
elect young leaders like myself because I have a large stake in the city’s future and will act in that interest.

5. Thousands of Calgary residents are employed through our city’s public services with even 
more relying on them to go about their daily lives.

A. In your view, how important are public services to fostering a successful city?

Public services are why the city exists. The job of local government is to serve the public interest. Politi-
cians forget this all the time. If the private sector could do everything, there wouldn’t be a need for a public 
service, but the private sector can’t or should not provide many services because the profit motive works 
against the common good. So how important are public services to a city? Very—because public services are 
the city!

B. Are there any instances in which public services could be cut in favour of public-private  
partnerships?

I’m truthfully still learning about P3. I’ve done some research and found many examples of failed P3s and 
I know that after outsourcing to the private sector, the City of Calgary has had such bad experiences that 
they’ve brought services back in house.

My concern with P3 is also reputational. When contractors do a poor job, it reflects badly on the city, even 
when the city isn’t to blame. This feeds into the lack of trust and distain for the city from the public. We have 
a crisis of trust in Calgary and elected officials need to restore it.

6. Some would argue that the solution to Calgary’s economic woes is to cut our way to 
prosperity. Do you agree with this philosophy? Why or why not?

Absolutely not. This is known as the “race to the bottom” and it feeds inequity in our society. We already 
have issues with wealth and income disparity. We can’t cut our way out of this. Keeping people employed is a 
form of economic stimulus that we need. Calgary experienced a 1-2 punch of crashing oil prices and a pan-
demic. The lesson should be that we need to diversify and become more resilient.

7. Urban sprawl has been shown to increase costs for building and maintaining public 
infrastructure as well as creating more disconnected and exclusionary neighborhoods.

A. What solutions would you present to combat urban sprawl?

This is an exceptionally tough topic for Ward 3 because we’re on the edge of the city and are frequently told 
we are “the problem”, but I must stand up to defend the Ward. Folks here are simply trying to afford the ba-
sics of life that other Calgarians can afford in the inner city.

I agree that we cannot continue to sprawl, but we have a broken system because many of the amenities 
we’ve be promised in the north are linked to growth. We just got a public high school after 15 years of advo-
cacy (not civic, but it proves the point). The broken system runs deep. I’m committed to dismantling aspects 
of it so that we can deliver without the reliance on growth, but it’s not going to be easy. We can’t forget that 
combatting urban sprawl is also important for the climate.
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B. Do you support the policies laid out in the Guidebook for Local Area Planning?

Yes, but the whole guidebook debacle revealed how little trust Calgarians have in Council and I understand 
why. Council doesn’t listen. They make decision immediately after public hearings without even considering 
worthwhile amendments. There were many reasonable amendments proposed. They also accuse people of 
being NIMBYs anytime they show resistance to change. Even if you’re right, that’s not leadership and it’s not 
how you bring people along.

8. Many Calgary businesses and residents in the downtown core are struggling. How 
important is a downtown revitalization plan to you? What solutions would you present 
to get the downtown core thriving again?

We need to create a regulatory environment that allows flexibility and is faster to get through. I’ve talked to 
business owners who say that working with the city is difficult and cumbersome. It’s not the people who work 
for the city, it’s the rules they have to follow. I support the downtown revitalization plan in principle, even 
though I would have cut certain capital projects (e.g., arena) to prioritize services.

9. Calgary’s new arena is already over budget before construction has begun and CMLC has  
continuously been excluded from critical negotiations. What are your views on the arena deal 
and are you in favour of moving forward with the project?

I never would have approved the arena deal because if there’s a market for a new Flames arena, the owners 
could build it themselves. I think they railroaded council and will take us for all we’re worth. Council wanted 
this project and cut public engagement short to make it happen.

If I could go back in time and stop the deal, I would. I can’t say if I’m in favour of moving forward because like 
you, I simply don’t know what we’re on the hook for or if it’s even possible to get out of the deal now.

10. How do you plan to advance actions in the City of Calgary’s White Goose Flying Report: Calls 
to Action?

I personally commit to acting on the calls to action in the White Goose Flying report. I will ask for a stoplight 
report on the City’s website to keep the public apprised of Council’s progress. Stoplight reports use the co-
lour red to highlight reconciliation initiatives that have not been started, yellow for those that are on-going 
and green is used to indicate completed recommendations. This level of transparency will allow the public to 
hold elected officials to account in areas where little progress is being made. This will be in my platform.

11. The provincial government continues to make cuts that affect the lives of Calgarians 
for the worse. How would you approach standing up to the province and advocating 
for the needs of Calgarians?

Politicians are people and they work with other people that they find reasonable. The strategy of going to 
the media to take shots at the provincial government has not really worked, even if I agree with the criticism. 
Further to that, many of the residents I’ve chatted to on the doors find the blame game tiring. We have to 
work together and I think that happens in non-performative meetings, not in the media. Councillors who 
lead files (e.g., transportation and transit) committee need to be meeting regularly with respective Ministers, 
and they haven’t been. The Mayor needs to empower councillors who lead files to build relationships. We 
have to try a different approach because I don’t think what we’re doing is working, even though I agree with 
many of the points. If my strategy turns out to be wrong, then I’ll change course.
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12. Is there anything else you’d like us to know?

Your survey was very comprehensive, but I will add that I think the most important trait in an elected official 
is empathy. You can’t find that on a resume or in a platform, but it’s important. This job is about putting your-
self in the shoes of others to understand the world from their perspective. I take this job very seriously and I 
always challenge myself to see every perspective. This helps me to find common ground between opposing 
sides. If we’re going to move this city ahead, we can’t just find champions for our cause, we must find bridge 
builders, and I’m that candidate.

13. Are there any websites or social media accounts that you would like to direct Calgary’s Future 
supporters to?

www.jasmine4ward3.ca

@jasmine4ward3 on Facebook & Instagram

@jasmine_mian on Twitter

http://www.jasmine4ward3.ca
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