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CANDIDATE
QUESTIONNAIRE

1. Tell us about who you are and why you decided to run for City Council?

This is an interesting election for me because, if I’m successful, it will mark the point at which I will be an 
elected official for longer than I was the urban design professional who aspired to become a member of a 
Calgary City Council that would make the course-corrections necessary to guide our beloved city into its 
best future. But whether I’m a civil servant, the urban designer, the community activist, and the academic 
action researcher I was before that, or even before that as the kid with a BA in history, searching for a way 
to do well in the world while doing good, the mission remains the same: to be a collaborative builder of a 
great city; a city of mixed-use, mixed income, accessible great neighbourhoods networked together with 
sustainable infrastructure systems; a city that nestles lightly into a region of pristine wilderness and produc-
tive farmland—of sustained clean air and fresh water; a city that nurtures a pluralistic vibrancy of cultures 
and a diversified, thriving, and resilient economy; a city that uses its collective wealth to grow thoughtfully, 
with the clear intention of taking care of its citizenry and the land that sustains us at the centre of its deci-
sion-making; a city for everyone. A Calgary for everyone.

It was fully my intention, after eleven years in service to this Great Neighbourhoods mission, to step away 
from elected office and pursue collaborative city-building from another angle. But the world we live in and 
in particular the challenges our beloved city faces right now are much different and much more fraught than 
anyone anticipated and my plans have changed accordingly. I have been radicalized by COVID-19—the les-
son that sits at the root of the global pandemic is that we are all, undeniably, in this together.

Today—buffeted by the pandemic, the structural shift in world energy markets, and the looming disruptions 
of unfettered automation, of western democracy in crisis, and of climate change—Calgary sits at a historic 
crossroads. This year’s municipal election will have a massive impact in determining what path we take. Exac-
erbating the starkness of the choice that looms before us will be an unprecedented turnover on Council—at 
this point it’s looking like over two thirds. This is exciting in terms of the new ideas and fresh perspectives 
that might grant our city in this moment of epochal change; but it’s also worrisome as the ascendancy of the 
politics of anger, fear, and division could either set us firmly on the wrong course, backwards into angry, false 
nostalgia, or it could paralyze us into a governance vacuum at a time when we need to work together like 
never before.

I have decided to seek reelection because I love this city and its diverse people and to my mind there is no 
choice as we approach this historic crossroads—we must choose to rise as a great Western Canadian place 
to make a great Canadian life in an increasingly unstable world. But in doing so, we must also confront the 
dark elements of the Canadian project of pluralism. We must commit to truth and reconciliation and to 
becoming anti-racist in our pluralism. I believe I have a lot to offer a new Council in achieving these essential 
outcomes and I look forward to Calgary rising together.



2

2. Why should Calgarians vote for you?

I believe Calgarians should vote for me based on my eleven-year record of collaboration in delivering on the 
Great Neighbourhoods mission. More importantly, I believe Calgarians should vote for me because I appre-
ciate the crisis we’re in and that our path to success lies in committing to the values of inclusivity and an-
ti-racism, explicit and meaningful climate action, and of standing firm with regard to the critical importance 
of a healthy, well-governed democracy that oversees a strong, responsive, and adaptive public service. I also 
believe Calgarians should vote for me because after years of driving the costs of government downwards 
we are at an inflection point. We need to hold the line on the investments we’ve made in housing and tran-
sit, and we need to commit to new and historic investments in our downtown, in our main streets and TOD 
areas, in upstream flood and drought mitigation, in accessibility, livable streets, and active mobility, in parks, 
culture, and recreation facilities, and in the development of alternative service delivery models for emergen-
cy response so our police service are not the only option for responding to mental health, addictions, and 
homelessness-related issues.

3. Calgary’s current City Council has a history of erratically delaying the Green Line, and 
the provincial government continues to threaten the project with further delays. Do you 
feel the Green Line should be a priority? If so, how would you approach getting the project 
back on track?

The political gaming of the GreenLine has been egregious but I am proud to have provided unwavering 
leadership over the last ten years culminating in yesterday’s announcements from the Federal and Provincial 
governments that shovels will finally go in the ground this fall for the first phase. The work however is not 
done—this is the starting line—and we must ensure ongoing alignment between the Provincial and the Fed-
eral Governments to capture promised funding and to not stop building the GreenLine until it’s completed 
in its entirety. We must also ensure that the city-shaping promise of the GreenLine is realized and that suffi-
cient public investments are made to ensure that a significant portion of Calgary’s next million citizens live in 
vibrant, mixed-use, mixed income neighbourhoods all along the line.

4. Over the past year, Alberta has seen more residents leave for other provinces than the reverse.

A. What do you feel are the main reasons that residents (particularly youth and young adults) 
are leaving?

The politics of anger, fear, and division that mobilizes the change and complexity-adverse portion of the 
population around a false promise of return to a past that never existed may offer short term success at 
the ballot box, but it is seeking to win the game of politics at the expense of all of us losing the game of life. 
The declension of youth and young adults away from an Alberta in the grips of this narrative is a deliberate-
ly intended outcome of this international anti-democratic game plan—the suppression of the majority by a 
motivated minority. But it is also the canary in the coal mine in terms of it being the triumph of short term 
political outcomes over long term collective success.

B. What would you do to keep young Calgarians from leaving the city?

Calling out this politics for what it is is the first step. But the clear pursuit of the inclusive, resilient, and thriv-
ing Calgary that my platform seeks to achieve is exactly what is needed to both inspire youth to want to stay 
as well as to provide them with the opportunities to be able to stay.
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5. Thousands of Calgary residents are employed through our city’s public services with even 
more relying on them to go about their daily lives.

A. In your view, how important are public services to fostering a successful city?

As a proud member of the middle class on account of the labour movement: My father’s family having been 
lifted out of the tenements of the Lower East Side of Manhattan into attainable housing built by the United 
Women’s Garments Workers of America; and, my mother having worked as a New York public school teacher 
her whole career which provided my family with access to health insurance, I am deeply appreciative of the 
immediate role Labour played in setting me up for success in life. As a student of history, I’m deeply aware 
and appreciative of all the ways in which Labour played critical roles in the delivery of most of the societal 
supports and norms which today we all take for granted. I am therefore deeply troubled by the pernicious-
ness with which Labour, public services, and the important role of government has been undermined by 
decades of neoliberal discourse. I am deeply appreciative of Calgary’s incredible public services and while 
I’m always interested in refining the effectiveness and efficiency of these services I do so with the knowl-
edge that, benchmarked against most places in North America, we receive a very high level of service at a 
very good value.

B. Are there any instances in which public services could be cut in favour of public-private  
partnerships?

Further to my aggravation with the pervasiveness of neoliberal tropes suggesting that “the private sector 
always does it better,” I know that the reality of the situation is actually the opposite. Additionally, we know 
that the majority of the “savings” associated with private sector efficiencies comes at the expense of a living 
wage for workers doing the work. I will venture to suggest that any PPP approaches that I might consider 
supporting the City of Calgary undertaking would have to involve negotiations with Labour and would have 
to be explicit in the understanding that the work in question would be moving from career-based to gig-
based. Ultimately though I have severe misgivings about any of that and I stand by my voting record over the 
last eleven years of standing up for a strong public service.

6. Some would argue that the solution to Calgary’s economic woes is to cut our way to 
prosperity. Do you agree with this philosophy? Why or why not?

Benchmarked against the rest of North America, Calgary enjoys a high level of service paid for by a remark-
ably low level of taxation. As we seek to diversify our economy and entice more people from around the 
country and the world to join us in the project of guiding Calgary into its best future, the idea that lowering 
taxes and reducing services is a compelling value proposition is dangerously wrong. I am seeking reelection 
to stand explicitly against such wrongheadedness.

7. Urban sprawl has been shown to increase costs for building and maintaining public 
infrastructure as well as creating more disconnected and exclusionary neighborhoods.

A. What solutions would you present to combat urban sprawl?

My Great Neighbourhoods mission is, at its core, a five-point plan for Calgary to step away from unsustain-
able sprawl and refocus on mixed-use, mixed income, transit-supported neighbourhood-based growth. I’m 
very pleased with the progress we’ve made over the last ten years to set the stage for this epochal shift in 
how we build our city. But I’m also extremely frustrated with how politically fraught this work has become 
over the last couple years. I am seeing reelection to ensure the direction we’re heading and the gains we’ve 
made continue.



4

B. Do you support the policies laid out in the Guidebook for Local Area Planning?

I am 100% supportive of the Guide for Local Area Planning. It is work that sits at the core of transforming 
how we build our city more equitably, more sustainably, in a more fiscally responsible manner, and in a way 
that will drive both a diversified economy and a better quality of life. For everyone.

8. Many Calgary businesses and residents in the downtown core are struggling. How 
important is a downtown revitalization plan to you? What solutions would you present 
to get the downtown core thriving again?

I believe the current plan for the downtown is the right one. We are currently funding its first steps with a 
one-time $200million pot of money (wrought largely from driving the cost of city government downwards). 
My platform calls for a permanent year-over-year fund (in the $30-50million range) that—as with all the 
funds I’m calling for the establishment of in the next four-year business plan and budget—ideally would ap-
pear as distinct line-item on municipal tax bills.

9. Calgary’s new arena is already over budget before construction has begun and CMLC has  
continuously been excluded from critical negotiations. What are your views on the arena deal 
and are you in favour of moving forward with the project?

I supported the Event Centre deal based on the following reasons: 1) I view such a facility as a necessary 
set-piece in the success of the Entertainment District and in Calgary’s best future; 2) while I acknowledge 
that as a business deal it is a wash, I appreciate the role it plays in retaining the attention and focus of a class 
of billionaires who exploited the resources of this region to attain their wealth and could very easily decamp 
permanently from reinvesting in our city; 3) most importantly however, the event centre was a key part of a 
political deal that united a split council and secured the delivery of three much more important projects—the 
BMO, the Arts Commons, and the city’s portion of our major Fieldhouse plan.

I do not support any additional public dollars going into the project. While I would love to retain the over-
sight of the CMLC in the role of project manager, I want that for the outcome it helps deliver and I am open 
to other arrangements that provide equal levels of assurance as to the outcome of a maximally public and 
public-realm enhancing building. 

10. How do you plan to advance actions in the City of Calgary’s White Goose Flying Report: Calls 
to Action?

My explicit focusing on antiracism this campaign and moving forward is rooted in a deep commitment to 
Truth and Reconciliation. I’m deeply appreciative of the leadership and the road map White Goose Flying 
represents. Amidst the ongoing and constant work, the major milestones that I see for the next term with 
regards to Truth and Reconciliation are the full establishment of the Indigenous Affairs Office, the establish-
ment of a memorial at St. Dunstans (in Ward 9), and the establishment of a significant Indeginous Gathering 
Place. I look forward to providing leadership towards these outcomes.

11. The provincial government continues to make cuts that affect the lives of Calgarians 
for the worse. How would you approach standing up to the province and advocating 
for the needs of Calgarians?

I have spent the last eleven years of service trying to maintain working relationships “across the aisle.” While 
I remain committed to this, the egregiousness of so much of the politics coming out of the Province these 
days requires firm statements and clear rejection. Unfortunately, this politics is deliberately seeking such 
dissent in its mission to further polarize us. So I try to strike a workable balance. And I dream of a better 
partner and provincial leadership actually focused on the betterment of Alberta and its people.
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12. Is there anything else you’d like us to know?

I’m deeply appreciative that Calgary’s Future has recognized the importance of this election to our City’s 
future and I thank you for the opportunity to answer these thoughtful questions.

13. Are there any websites or social media accounts that you would like to direct Calgary’s Future 
supporters to?

carra4ward9.ca

@gccarra on: 
Facebook 
Instagram 
Twitter

https://www.carra4ward9.ca/
http://facebook.com/gccarra
http://instagram.com/gccarra
http://twitter.com/gccarra

