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CANDIDATE
QUESTIONNAIRE

1. Tell us about who you are and why you decided to run for City Council?

I am a proud Ward 6 resident. I have taught at Mount Royal University for more than a decade and I work full 
time as a director of strategy at the largest and longest serving women’s organization in the city. Prior to my 
current role I worked in child and adolescent mental health for nearly a decade with Alberta Health Services.

I am running for City Council because I believe that our local government has the ability to positively impact 
the day to day lives of Calgarians and I want to be a part of that impact. Never one to sit on the sidelines, 
I believe that if you have an opportunity to join the process, do so. I’m fortunate to be in a position where I 
can participate in this process and run for City Council.

I am deeply committed to issues of equity, inclusion, and wellness. I have spent years working in the areas of 
mental health, family violence, and poverty reduction. I want to ensure that these issues do not get eclipsed 
in the upcoming election. As my website says, “The difference that makes the difference.” I believe that in 
order for Calgary to thrive, we will need to think differently, treat each other differently, and approach prob-
lem-solving differently. I believe that my background in healthcare, education, and the social profit sector 
will bring a different perspective to council that will enrich my Ward and the city more broadly.

2. Why should Calgarians vote for you?

I am focused on having local impact while also seeing the bigger picture. When I talk to people in the com-
munity, their “ask” of me as a potential councillor really is at the neighbourhood level. I appreciate the role 
and responsibilities of a city councilor and that’s a job I am capable and happy to do. My professional and 
educational background have allowed me to work in large, complex environments. I have a proven track 
record of results in my profession and I have won awards for my work during my time in healthcare. What 
matters the most however; is that I know how to get things done and I have a proven track record of improv-
ing the lives of Calgarians.

The pandemic didn’t create all of our problems, it did however make them worse. I don’t speak about going 
back to normal because that “normal” describes a time that was comfortable for some but difficult for many. 
I want our city to be future fit so that we are better prepared for the disruption that accompanies change.

I have a positive vision for Ward 6 and our city. I want to help build a community where folks feel like they 
belong and have an opportunity to thrive.

3. Calgary’s current City Council has a history of erratically delaying the Green Line, and 
the provincial government continues to threaten the project with further delays. Do you 
feel the Green Line should be a priority? If so, how would you approach getting the project 
back on track?

Yesterday it was announced that the Green Line project would proceed. This is good news and I am support-
ive of the Green Line. I am also committed to see the project through in its entirety. There is a lot of work to 
be done to ensure that we see the project through to its full completion.
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4. Over the past year, Alberta has seen more residents leave for other provinces than the reverse.

A. What do you feel are the main reasons that residents (particularly youth and young adults) 
are leaving?

There are a variety of reasons folks are leaving our Calgary. The economic downturn has been difficult, 
housing prices can be challenging, and relative to other major centres in Canada, Calgary remains a very 
car-focused city. I also believe there is more at play. I believe that some young folks are leaving Calgary (and 
Alberta) because the current social and political context is perceived as being reluctant to change.

B. What would you do to keep young Calgarians from leaving the city?

If we want a city that is future fit and appealing to younger folks we need leaders that reflect modern and 
flexible ideas and approaches. I am running on a platform that is appealing to younger Calgarians. Working in 
post-secondary education, I have been fortunate enough to be in the presence of young folks who hold me 
accountable and invite me to grow and evolve with my thinking. In short, I will be an advocate for issues that 
matter to younger Calgarians (e.g. climate resilience, racial equity, affordability etc.). I believe that I under-
stand these issues (though I am always growing) and I can be a champion for issues that are important to 
young folks.

5. Thousands of Calgary residents are employed through our city’s public services with even 
more relying on them to go about their daily lives.

A. In your view, how important are public services to fostering a successful city?

In a recent Citizen Engagement Survey, 72% of Ward 6 residents indicated that they are satisfied with the 
overall level and quality of City Services and programs. We need well run services and programs to enjoy our 
neighborhoods and live safely. If we dig in to “public” services versus private, we have seen the impact of 
making decisions purely based on what is cheapest. It simply doesn’t work. Well run, public services deliver 
positive impact and that’s what Calgarians want.

B. Are there any instances in which public services could be cut in favour of public-private 
partnerships?

I am open to new ideas and approaches however; I think the idea of private-public partnerships is rarely 
about a true partnership and is often about short term cost savings at the expense of long term impact. As 
noted earlier, I support well run public services.

6. Some would argue that the solution to Calgary’s economic woes is to cut our way to prosperity. 
Do you agree with this philosophy? Why or why not?

No. I do not believe that we can cut our way to prosperity and neither do a sizeable number of Ward 6 res-
idents. A recent Citizen Engagement Survey shows that 11% of Ward 6 residents are in favour of increasing 
taxes beyond current inflation rates to expand services and 35% were in favour of increasing taxes at the 
rate of inflation to maintain services at their current levels. Additionally, 59% indicated that they perceived 
their tax dollars as having good value. During my conversation with community members, I have yet to hear 
one person talk about “cuts”. Those who have expressed concerns about taxes specifically have expressed 
that concern within the context of personal financial hardship that they are experiencing due to the pan-
demic or province-wide economic downturn.

Our city’s financial challenges didn’t emerge overnight, similarly, it will take a thoughtful and evidence-based 
approach for us to make meaningful impact in this area.
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7. Urban sprawl has been shown to increase costs for building and maintaining public 
infrastructure as well as creating more disconnected and exclusionary neighborhoods.

A. What solutions would you present to combat urban sprawl?

A great deal of work has been done in this area. Building outwards isn’t working well. We need more density.

B. Do you support the policies laid out in the Guidebook for Local Area Planning?

I do support more density rather than continuing to build out. I also believe that communities need to evolve 
in a manner that allows folks to age in place. Though the Guidebook has not come up a great deal in my con-
versation with Ward 6 residents, I recognize that the Guidebook addresses issues of city-wide concern. My 
decision-making around planning will be based on a thoughtful review of evidence and best practice, as well 
as meaningful consultation with the people of Ward 6.

8. Many Calgary businesses and residents in the downtown core are struggling. How 
important is a downtown revitalization plan to you? What solutions would you present 
to get the downtown core thriving again?

The revitalization of Downtown is important for the city writ large. A vibrant downtown supports our lo-
cal economy and makes our city more livable and appealing. Overall, I am looking to support meaningful 
projects to make Downtown a more engaging place to be. I am also committed to ensuring that folks of all 
income levels can enjoy Downtown by way of supporting accessible and affordable activities.

I think there are a variety of different ways we can get the core thriving and some good work is already in 
process. Additionally, engaging key stakeholder groups across sectors (e.g. Calgary Arts Development, 
Vibrant Communities Calgary, Chamber of Commerce etc.) will be key in re-energizing the core. I believe we 
have an abundance of expertise, the key is to engage diverse voices in an inclusive manner to continue and 
build on the work already started.

9. Calgary’s new arena is already over budget before construction has begun and CMLC has  
continuously been excluded from critical negotiations. What are your views on the arena deal 
and are you in favour of moving forward with the project?

As I have shared publicly, when it comes to the arena deal, it is going to be difficult to get the toothpaste 
back in the tube on this issue. The feedback I have received from Ward 6 residents has been mixed as well.

In my experience, the folks in Ward 6 have a balanced perspective on the arena. Folks appreciate the possi-
ble benefits of the arena deal however; as we have learned in recent days, the project is now $50 million over 
the projected $550 budget. This is a source of frustration and continues to erode public confidence in this 
project.

If our municipal government can find the money for this project then we can also commit to ensuring that 
other priority issues are addressed as well. Furthermore, I am not in support of further tax payer dollars sup-
porting this project. When elected I am ready, willing, and able to be a vocal advocate for accountability and 
transparency as the arena project progresses.

10. How do you plan to advance actions in the City of Calgary’s White Goose Flying Report: Calls 
to Action?

I am in full support of the recommendations being implemented. As I understand it, the City has made some 
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progress. If I can be so bold, I will say, my concern and interest in Truth and Reconciliation goes beyond the 
report. In my current work, I see that there are challenges in our community that disproportionately impact 
members of the Indigenous community (e.g. domestic violence, poverty, homelessness). Though it is not 
appropriate for me to speak to what or how Indigenous folks ought to respond to those issues, I do believe 
that it is my role to denounce the ongoing discrimination and harassment that Indigenous peoples endure.

11. The provincial government continues to make cuts that affect the lives of Calgarians 
for the worse. How would you approach standing up to the province and advocating 
for the needs of Calgarians?

I will work collaboratively with other orders of government to achieve positive impact for the people of 
Ward 6 and Calgary more broadly. I will approach this as I have for the past 20 years. I am a registered social 
worker and have championed various social causes throughout my career. I have worked in public healthcare, 
post-secondary education, and government funded agencies. Sometimes the areas I worked in aligned with 
the priorities of the sitting government at the time and other times they have not. Overall however; I have 
always managed to get the job done so to speak. Regardless of which party formed government at the time 
I have consistently lead teams or managed departments without any disruption to our services.

I have been an advocate for most of my career and have never been afraid to take a stand on an issue. I rec-
ognize the value of collaboration and compromise however; I am ready to take a stand when needed to work 
on the best interests of the people of Ward 6.

12. Is there anything else you’d like us to know?

I am passionate about strong, inclusive communities. This election is one of the most important in our City’s 
history. It’s time for change and I want to be a part of building a brighter and resilient future for Calgary.

13. Are there any websites or social media accounts that you would like to direct Calgary’s Future 
supporters to?

lanabentley.ca

Twitter: @LanaBentleyYYC

Instagram: lana4ward6

Facebook: LanaBentleyforWardSix

http://lanabentley.ca
https://twitter.com/lanabentleyyyc?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/lana4ward6/
https://www.facebook.com/LanaBentleyForWardSix/

