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CANDIDATE
QUESTIONNAIRE

1. Tell us about who you are and why you decided to run for City Council?

I’m Evan Spencer, Ward 12 resident, and an experienced community organizer, advocate, and leader. I live in Mahogany 
with my family and for the past year was Councillor Shane Keating’s Ward 12 Constituent Assistant. 

My motivations for running for City Council are connected to my desire to make a positive contribution and be a con-
duit for the voices of Ward 12. When I was weighing a possible run it was ultimately conversations with my family, expe-
rienced local and City leaders, and my neighbours who tipped the scales and gave me the courage to put my name and 
reputation on the ballot. I want everyone in southeast Calgary — including my own family — to see the potential of their 
neighbours and neighbourhoods and be proud to call it home.

Over the past year I have gained an appreciation for the importance of decisions made at the municipal level. I have 
a long history of investing in people and neighbourhoods. These efforts are closely connected to the decisions being 
made by City Council. I have watched the people of Calgary grow a sense of mistrust and disconnection with The City 
and I know that trust is key to the long term flourishing of any relationship. I desire to be part of re-establishing the 
relationship of Ward 12 with City Hall.

2. Why should Calgarians vote for you?

I am a strong, collaborative leader with hands-on experience at City Hall. This has given me invaluable insight in how to 
get things done, what to best communicate with stakeholders, and where potential roadblocks might be. 

I have seen under the hood at City Hall and I am ready to do the hard work. 

More importantly, I stand against the divisive “us vs. them” politics that is taking over our collective discourse. I have 
made it a habit to listen and empower others as part of my leadership. The result is a trail of people actively working to 
make their world and spheres of influence a better place. 

I am non-partisan and willing to work with anyone while respecting the tensions that exist in our world.

Calgarians need elected officials who will listen and act on their behalf while doing the hard work of explaining why de-
cisions don’t always go in their favour. For example - why their taxes are increasing while their services are decreasing. I 
am that person.

3. Calgary’s current City Council has a history of erratically delaying the Green Line, and 
the provincial government continues to threaten the project with further delays. Do you 
feel the Green Line should be a priority? If so, how would you approach getting the project 
back on track?

The Green Line should absolutely be a priority. The long term benefits of Transportation Oriented Development is 
city-shaping for Calgary, creating far more productive and resilient districts. This alone makes this a crucial infrastruc-
ture project.  
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Our built environment shapes how Calgarians live in our City. This can bring us together or further segregate and sep-
arate us. The Green Line needs vocal defenders of this project as public confidence in the project is waning amidst the 
delays that have been forced upon it. 

I commit to drawing on the wisdom of past advocates of this project to advocate for it in the future while securing 
funding to complete the entire North to South transit spine. The data has been gathered, the business case has been 
made, the jobs are waiting. It’s time to put shovels in the ground.

4. Over the past year, Alberta has seen more residents leave for other provinces than the reverse.

A. What do you feel are the main reasons that residents (particularly youth and young adults) 
are leaving?

Obviously the economy and increasing insecurity in the job market is playing a huge role in this net migration loss. 
Bringing back jobs and opportunity to Calgary will be a big – if not the biggest - priority for the next Council. A key 
area of focus for me will be working to understand and address roadblocks to those efforts while identifying and  mak-
ing wise investments to expedite them.

Beyond that Calgary is struggling with a culture issue that pits neighbours against each other on a whole host of issues 
(ie. masks). Local leadership NEEDS to own this problem and purpose to be part of the solution. 

Younger generations long to see their values represented at City Hall. They want to know this is not just their parents 
province. Advocating for and taking action to build an inclusive, resilient, and thriving Calgary will help our youth and 
young adults see their future here and encourage them to put down roots for generations.

B. What would you do to keep young Calgarians from leaving the city?

I will champion issues that are important to youth and young adults by prioritizing investments in public transit, making 
decisions with environmental issues in mind, making smart investments for the future economy, and investing in arts 
and entertainment. 

I will listen to and engage young people and advocate for those programs and services that they identify will be most 
helpful in encouraging youth to seek education and job opportunities in Calgary. 

5. Thousands of Calgary residents are employed through our city’s public services with even 
more relying on them to go about their daily lives.

A. In your view, how important are public services to fostering a successful city?

Public services are crucial in fostering a successful city. 

Well run, funded, and organized essential services ensure the smooth running of the city. This builds a strong founda-
tion for a clean and safe city which in turn attracts investment. City government can then focus on strategic programs 
and objectives.  

Those people whose job it is to keep the power on, keep the water running, continue timely garbage collection, keep 
our citizens safe are fundamental to a safe, secure, clean, and productive Calgary. I will be their advocate and support-
er.

B. Are there any instances in which public services could be cut in favour of private-public 
partnerships?
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Both service models have their benefits and need to be evaluated properly. I commit to being transparent in my inter-
action with the data and will collaborate with those subject matter experts. Service delivery that prioritizes activating 
the resources and expertise of all Calgarians will be my priority. 

Any consideration of cutting public services in favour of public-private partnerships should be on a case by case basis, 
after careful deliberation of all pertinent data and a weighing in of all interested parties. Public-private partnerships 
are not necessarily a silver bullet and the benefits of each project need to be examined in a thorough and transparent 
manner and communicated effectively.

6. Some would argue that the solution to Calgary’s economic woes is to cut our way to prosperi-
ty. Do you agree with this philosophy? Why or why not?

Absolutely not.  Smart regulation and protecting and investing in the City is integral in a world prone to prioritize profit 
at any cost. 

It is well documented that short term economic advantage leads to long term economic, environmental, and societal 
detriment. Investing in the future, especially in economic downtimes, is a necessary path forward. This signals to Cal-
garians and the world that we are a secure investment bet.

7. Urban sprawl has been shown to increase costs for building and maintaining public 
infrastructure as well as creating more disconnected and exclusionary neighborhoods.

A. What solutions would you present to combat urban sprawl?

Prioritizing smart development will be incredibly important for the future of Calgary. Part of our advantage globally is 
the quality of life we offer prospective businesses and the people they employ. We have to continue to develop the 
neighbourhoods around massive infrastructure like the South Health campus and the new 212 exchange over Deer-
foot while also taking the appropriate steps to incentivize more productive and resilient neighbourhoods starting with 
Calgary’s Core. 

Calgary’s suburbs are focused on sustainable industry and smart urban planning. This is future focused and geared to 
providing business and housing for future generations while providing a strong work / life balance vibe.

B. Do you support the policies laid out in the Guidebook for Guidebook for Local Area Planning?

Yes. The Guidebook is an incredibly important tool to ensure that we redevelop neighbourhoods in a way that creates a 
more sustainable and economically secure future for Calgary. 

The public engagement and ensuing public outcry needs to be an inflection point on how Calgary conducts itself 
around including Calgarians in decisions making.

8. Many Calgary businesses and residents in the downtown core are struggling. How 
important is a downtown revitalization plan to you? What solutions would you present 
to get the downtown core thriving again?

The downtown core is the highest tax revenue generating sector of any city. It is of utmost importance that we revital-
ize downtown. 

I am encouraged by my early reading and interaction around Calgary’s current downtown revitalization plan. I specif-
ically support the plan to activate the ground levels with atriums and mixed-use development. Mixed use space that 
attracts people and business, events and tourism will generate tax dollars and greater revenue while providing a robust 
and vibrant downtown.     



4

Our past experiments with revitalizing other parts of our core should give Calgarians confidence that we know how to 
do this.

9. Calgary’s new arena is already over budget before construction has already begun and CMLC 
has continuously been excluded from critical negotiations. What are your views on the arena 
deal and are you in favour of moving forward with the project?

I don’t like that Calgary Municipal Land Corp. (CMLC) is not at the table in a meaningful way anymore. Public money 
should be represented by public engagement and oversight. There must be accountability and transparency. 

I am against more public dollars for this project if the interests of the public are not being represented in a meaningful 
way. I would support if there was greater public engagement, better communication, and a commitment to an event 
centre that was of benefit to a greater number of Calgarians.

10. How do you plan to advance actions in the City of Calgary’s White Goose Flying Report: Calls 
to Action report?

The City needs to activate local leadership in neighbourhoods and communities (municipal roles, community associa-
tions, clubs, sports, childcare operators, families) with free and localized education on TRC. This can also be offered as 
part of a leadership curriculum for youth (ie. LEAD).

I will collaborate with those who are further along the road in understanding the foundational issues and take appropri-
ate action based on direction from them. I commit to elevating the voices of Indigenous leaders and to finding oppor-
tunities that include them in more municipal decision making.

11. The provincial government continues to make cuts that affect the lives of Calgarians 
for the worse. How would you approach standing up to the province and advocating 
for the needs of Calgarians?

To stand up to the province requires a team effort. This means partnering with disaffected groups (health care profes-
sionals, educators, AUMA, etc.) to have a stronger voice and an actionable plan. 

All of these cuts will have a negative impact on Ward 12 residents. There is strength in numbers and the province needs 
to understand the long term effects of any proposed cuts. By working together to present a strong and united voice, 
we can have productive conversations and avoid stoking the “us vs. them” divides we need to heal from. 

At the same time, I would coordinate my advocacy efforts with the efforts of my colleagues on City Council to further 
amplify the voices of Calgarians, proposing alternatives to mitigate the negative implications of those decisions.

12. Is there anything else you’d like us to know?

I am incredibly grateful to everyone that has taken the time to see and call out the advocacy in me and believe that it 
can be part of making things better. Thank you for allowing my campaign and I the opportunity to join this conversa-
tion about the future of our City!
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13. Are there any websites or social media accounts that you would like to direct Calgary’s Future 
supporters to?

Email: evan@evanspencer.ca

Website: www.evanspencer.ca

@Spencerfor12 on:

Facebook

Instagram

Twitter
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