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TRUSTEE
QUESTIONNAIRE

1. Tell us about who you are and why you decided to run for School Board Trustee?

My name is Susan Vukadinovic. I live in Ward 8 and my three kids attend CBE schools right here in the wards I am run-
ning for. 

I am running for CBE Trustee because I believe in our kids and I believe in public education. I want to make sure that 
Calgary continues to have one of the strongest public education systems in the world. 

I have done a lot of volunteer work over the past decade, in my community and in schools. I have been on the Marda 
Loop Communities Association (MLCA) Board of Directors, I’ve been School Council Chair, I’ve fundraised for a new 
playground at a couple of local schools, I successfully advocated for a before-and-after-school care program at a local 
school, and I was the person who organized the fundraising and contractor management for building the MLCA Pre-
school’s current space. I’ve made so many contributions as a volunteer that I really feel I know the CBE and I know the 
families in my community very well. I am ready to advocate for parents and kids. I am ready to roll up my sleeves and 
give this role my 100%.

2. If you could change three things about the CBE, what would they be?

Given the nihilistic climate we are living through right now, I just wanted to point out that not everything needs to 
be changed. Almost everything needs to be continually improved, true, but not everything needs to dismantled and 
“changed”. There is a lot that works well with public education in our city, and I don’t buy into the hype from some 
candidates that the public-education system is utterly broken. I want to build on what works well and I want to make 
things better. That’s not the same thing as “change”.

That being said, some areas where I would truly like to see change (and not just improvement) at the CBE:

• Mental health. A new way of working with Alberta Health Services to improve access to mental health and 
psychiatric supports for students and their families. 

• School closures. A new partnership between community associations, the City of Calgary and the CBE to 
brainstorm ways for communities to increase enrollment at schools that are at risk of closing. A lot of this has to 
do with whether neighbourhoods are able to attract and welcome diverse families (e.g., families with kids, fam-
ilies who maybe a generation ago could have been able to afford detached, single-family homes and who now 
can’t on comparable incomes). Tackling the challenge of dwindling enrollment at certain schools (at the same 
time as the overall enrollment in CBE schools continues to grow) will require the buy-in of community members 
and municipal development experts. 

• Governance issues. There are a number of candidates running for the CBE Board of Trustees in the October 
18, 2021 election who meet the qualifications to run for this office, but who are disqualified from holding this 
office if they were to win their election bids, as set out in Section 87 (Re: Disqualification of Trustees) of the 
Education Act, CBE’s governance policy on the Trustee Code of Conduct (GC-7), and the CBE’s governance 
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policy on the Trustee Conflict of Interest Governance Policy (GC-8). This needs to be fixed. The CBE should 
start asking the Government of Alberta to fix this at their end, too. For example, I’d like to see the Education 
Act amended to spell out that a person is not eligible to run as a candidate for the CBE if he or she is involved 
in the establishment, management, governance or administration of a charter school or private school, as well 
as that a person is not eligible to run as a candidate for the CBE if he or she is employed by a charter school or 
private school. (This would still allow parents who have children enrolled in non-CBE schools to run.)

3. What are your thoughts on the province’s proposed draft school curriculum?

In March 2021, the provincial government released a K-6 draft curriculum. Experts have identified a number of critical 
flaws in the proposed curriculum (and continue to identify significant issues and gaps), and 59 of 61 school boards 
across the province have rejected participating in the pilot program for the 2021-22 school year. Parents are concerned 
that the flawed curriculum will nevertheless be forced upon our kids in the 2022-23 school year.  

How I will know I have succeeded: 
I want the MLAs we elected to govern our province to listen to regular Albertans and shelve the draft K-6 curriculum 
released in March 2021. I would like to see an independent, full and open rewrite of the draft curriculum. I expect no 
less than a proper, world-class curriculum that is developmentally and instructionally sound for our kids.

How I am going to solve this: 
I assume that UCP MLAs are doing their best to serve Albertans, but if the March 2021 draft K-6 curriculum is what 
their best looks like right now, it is just not good enough.

Albertans deserve better. Our kids deserve better.

Right now -- after two school years interrupted by pandemic lockdowns -- it is too risky to subject Alberta’s children to 
a flawed, unsound, sub-par curriculum. It is not a risk I am willing to take.

As a Trustee I will reach out to our elected provincial-government representatives and hammer home three key points.  

First, getting buy-in for a revised curriculum should have been a relatively straightforward task. Teachers, parents and 
other stakeholders across the political spectrum all agreed that the curriculum was due for an update. Everyone even 
largely agreed about which parts of the curriculum needed updating (e.g., science of reading (SOR), consent, financial 
literacy, coding). It’s not too late for the UCP to turn this unnecessary political controversy into a political win.

Secondly, the UCP needs to start seeing parents as partners in education. Parents want their elected representatives 
to listen, to respond, and to be accountable. We all want the new curriculum to be successful, and in order to be suc-
cessful, it must enjoy the broad support of Albertans.

And, finally, I will share with UCP MLAs a lesson that, as a parent, I’ve shared with my kids: Sometimes it is okay to 
STOP. Sometimes it is okay to say, “We got this wrong.“ Taking a step back is not a sign of weakness; it’s a sign of ma-
turity and strength.

We need to get this right for the sake of our children and their learning. It matters to me. It matters for our kids.

4. What are your thoughts on privatization in regard to the CBE?

I’ve noticed a concerning development in the current school-board elections in Calgary: candidates who are funda-
mentally confused about the difference between Alberta Education and the Calgary Board of Education (CBE).

For example, there are four candidates running as part of a slate for the CBE Board of Trustees: Adam Dossa (Wards 1 
and 2), Claudia Fuentes (Wards 3 and 4), Hilary Sellen (Wards 11 and 13), and Dar Zuch (Wards 12 and 14).  See: https://



3

takebackthecbe.ca/candidates/. These four candidates are running on a platform of five solutions (fiscal responsibili-
ty, stop the blame game, parental consent, school choice, and standardized testing). See: https://takebackthecbe.ca/
solutions/. However, they seem unaware that three of their five solutions are a provincial-government responsibility 
and not a CBE responsibility: 

• School choice is determined by Alberta Education. See Education Act. See also, https://www.alberta.ca/pro-
tecting-choice-in-education.aspx. 

• Parental consent is also determined by Alberta Education. See:  https://www.alberta.ca/gay-straight-alliances.
aspx.

• Standardized texting is also determined by Alberta Education. See: https://www.alberta.ca/provincial-achieve-
ment-tests.aspx. 

The CBE cannot contradict Government of Alberta policies. 

To provide another example, Monica Truong is running as a candidate for the CBE in Wards 8 and 9. Monica Truong is 
a board member of the non-profit private school, Chinook Free Learners, which just submitted an application for a new 
charter school.

Charter school applications are reviewed and approved/denied by Alberta Education, and not by the CBE.

There are likely multiple reasons why these five candidates are confused about whether they should be running for 
Trustee or MLA. 

I have, however, found one source of this confusion. Proponents of private schools and charter schools are attend-
ing workshops put on by Americans who explain how to advocate for charter schools and private schools by getting 
involved in and influence the local school board. 

For an example, see the attached screen shot. 

Unfortunately, the Americans presenting the talks do not 
understand that the education in Alberta is not the same 
as the education system in the United States. In Alberta, 
a person who wishes to advocate for charter schools and 
private schools could do so by getting involved in and 
influencing provincial ministry responsible for education 
(Alberta Education), and not the Calgary Board of Edu-
cation (CBE). 

This makes me wonder:

• Do these five candidates understand the differ-
ence between Alberta Education and the CBE?

• Do these five candidates understand the differ-
ence between a Member of Legislative Assembly 
(MLA) with the Government of Alberta, and a 
Trustee with the CBE?

• Why are these five candidates not running for 
MLA?

• Do these five candidates understand the differ-
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ence between public education and provincially-funded education? (There is a clear explanation available in 
the background section of the following report: https://public-schools.ab.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/A-
Review-of-K-12-Education-Funding-in-Alberta.pdf). 


