
Happy October, my beloved sisters in Christ!! 
 
We are already in the middle of fall! This year has gone by so quickly. I guess it’s true that time 
flies when you’re having fun! We have already experienced two snowfalls to remind us that 
winter is really there right around the corner. And yes, I finally got to experience the world 
famous Welch Cinnamon Rolls which always come at the first snow of the year. Let me go on 
record as saying, THEY DID NOT DISAPPOINT! 
 
Usually when we have mountaintop experiences, there is a down time in the valley. Coming 
off the September retreat, I expected a down time. But that hasn’t happened! I see the bonds 
that were forged there still going strong. Women are still wearing their crowns on Sunday to 
remind themselves and everyone else who they are in Christ. I LOVE THAT! On the T2W 
Facebook page, women are sharing needs, encouraging each other and sharing teachings and 
memes to keep us all encouraged and cause us to think. As we move into the holiday season, it 
blesses my heart to see all of you reaching out and ministering to each other. Keep it up! 
 
October started out rather quietly. After the retreat, many of us were exhausted, especially 
my wonderful team. So we decided to take it down a notch and do something low key. I 
continued the teaching in Embracing your Christian Womanhood where we discussed 
Weapons that destroy strongholds, Attitudes that lead to Freedom, and Walking in Freedom. It 
was a perfect follow up to what we learned at the retreat. Then we all enjoyed a wonderful 
potluck brunch. Potlucks here are always wonderful and it was a joyous time of fellowship.   
 
The very next weekend was our Craft Fair. Surprisingly, most of the vendors were not from our 
church. This was one of two fundraisers for T2W for the year, so I was praying for big things. 
As usual, our God did not disappoint and blessed us all above and beyond what we could have 
ever hoped or dreamed! All of the vendors I spoke to said they had a wonderful show and that 
it was very profitable. This is great for next year because trust me, they will tell their friends 
and hopefully more vendors will show up next year.  
 
Trish Meza, (I love this woman) took it upon herself to join with the women of my Wednesday 
morning bible study and make baked goods for the craft fair and sell them to support the 
ministry. What a wonderful, selfless act!! I was so surprised and pleased and the goodies those 
women produced were a huge hit! Mandy and her children manned the kitchen as we sold hot 
dogs and chips. I saw her daughter Izzy walking from booth to booth asking, “Excuse me, have 
you eaten yet? We are serving lunch over at the kitchen!” Love that girl! She is going places 
and it is due in no small part to her godly mother’s influence. 
 
All told, we raised $555.00 for the T2W ministry after expenses, and it was profitable for the 
vendors, so it was a win/win! 
 



As we move into November, the crafting elves, Mandy and 
Stephanie have once again put together a beautiful craft for us 
to make for our homes, (with the help of Miss Barbara Pacheco I 
hear!) It is a burlap wreath. Cost for supplies is $6 and you can 
sign up in the foyer at church. We must have your money before 
November 9’th or there won’t be supplies for you. See any of 
the team or put your money in one of the Agape boxes marked 
T2W Nov Craft and the lovely and talented Paul Holdier will see 

to it that it gets to the right place! Also, Kassie Greer has volunteered to share her testimony, 
so I’m very excited about that event! We will meet in the Fellowship Hall on Saturday, 
November 9’th from 9-11. I hope to see lots of you there. Childcare will be provided. 
 
To give you a look at the remainder of the year, we will be having the annual Christmas Tea on 
December 14’th from 11-1. This event is always a large draw, and seating is limited to 90 
people. So you will need to register early. This year, we are having a catered hot lunch, and the 
cost will be $12.50. There will also be an ornament exchange and lots of other surprises! Keep 
your eye on the bulletin at church and the T2W group on Facebook for more information. 
 
Speaking of the T2W Facebook Group, if you are not currently in this group, please speak to 
Mandy Welch or myself about adding you. This is where all announcements and activities from 
the T2W ministry are put out and it is usually much sooner than they appear in the bulletin. So 
if you want to be in the know about the happenings in T2W, please get plugged in with this 
group. 
 

For those who don’t know, (or can’t remember!), our Vision Statement for T2W is: 
Transforming our families, our church and our community with the Word of God, one woman 

at a time. 
 
2020 is almost upon us. In 2019, our focus was on our families. So teachings, crafts and 
activities were focused on that. Next year, the focus will be on our church; how we, as women 
can minister to our church and the ministries there. The team is already thinking about and 
planning for next year, so if you have any suggestions on things we can do with the focus on 
our church and the ministries, please don’t hesitate to share that with one of my team. And if 
any of you leaders in charge of the ministries need help, please talk to us! We are here to 
serve you! 
 
Speaking of the team, we want to welcome two new members! Marie Lanning and Trish Meza 
have agreed to take on the challenge and calling to serve the women of Calvary Fellowship 
Fountain Valley. This is one of the biggest ministries in the church and requires many hands to 
pull it off. Please welcome these ladies and pray for them. 
 



In the spring, (wow, has it really been that long!?) Pastor John taught us through the book of 
Ecclesiastes. It was a wonderful teaching, as they all are! But if you’re wondering, “What’s the 
meaning of Life?” you may want to go into the archives and check it out. 
 
One of the most popular chapters of Ecclesiastes is chapter 3, probably because the verses in 
the beginning of that chapter are so well known. They even wrote a song about them back in 
the day! “To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven.” God brings 
things into our lives on a regular basis and we all go through seasons. Many of you are in what 
I like to think of as the spring season. You are raising your children like beautiful little green 
shoots to reach for the sky and grow big and strong. It’s a wonderful season. Embrace it, and 
don’t be anxious for it to end. The end will come all to quickly and trust me, you will long for 
these days. Pour everything you have into those precious children as you prepare them for life 
in a world that is so anti-God. Some of you are in the Fall season, a time when the children are 
gone, and there are wonderful changes in the air as God prepares us for winter. And so it is 
with me. 
 
The time has come for Michael and me to move into another season. God is taking us back to 
Michigan to help our old church members as they battle against the darkness that is 
encroaching there. We don’t always understand why God does things or His timing. 
Sometimes it seems very inconvenient. Sometimes it seems downright wrong or 
counterintuitive. But when we live our lives for Him, putting aside all other things, we have to 
hold things and people loosely and be ready when He says, “GO”. 
 
Many of you who really know me, know that I am rarely, if ever, at a loss for words. But I find 
myself searching for the proper words to express the profound honor it has been to serve as 
your Director of Women’s Ministries here at Calvary Fellowship. And the words won’t come. 
Between the loss I am feeling at having to walk away, seemingly just when things are getting 
off the ground, and my compelling desire and commitment to God and my husband, I am 
hurting. When I think of all the last year has brought, I am overwhelmed. I think of the 
magnificent growth I have seen in the young women I mentor on Tuesday nights. I look at the 
Wednesday morning bible study group that has just blossomed with beautiful women of God 
who are dedicated to truth and will not tolerate anything less.  
 
I look at my beloved team. These women have stood beside me, and truth be told, are the real 
leaders of this ministry. I would love to take credit for the success of this ministry, but I cannot. 
Without the hard work, dedication and fortitude of Brandi Bornschein, Jennifer Rohlfs, Mandy 
Welch, Stephanie Ferreira, and Karla Holdier, the joys and blessings all of you who participated 
with us enjoyed would not have been possible. God has wonderful things for these women. 
And in all my years in ministry and in the business world, I have NEVER seen a team come 
together so quickly and cohesively as this one did. It was definitely a God thing! I love these 
women with all my heart and leaving them is probably the hardest thing about all of this. 
Please lift them up, assist them in any way you can and love them. They are mighty warriors of 



God and with their already busy lives, they made the choice to sacrifice so that all of you could 
be blessed and ministered to. It is a love many don’t understand. 
 
Lastly, I look at myself and what God has done in me. Through the last 2 years, God has 
impressed on me the criticality of pressing into His Word on an even deeper level. The World 
View and the culture is pressing in and without His truth and His truth alone, we WILL fall. I 
have spent countless hours doing research on the wolves within the body of Christ who are 
presenting false doctrines and teachings that more closely mirror the culture than the Word. 
 
I have spent more time on my knees than ever in my walk. Interceding for the women of this 
church. Though many of you don’t know it, I read your Facebook posts and I see when you are 
hurting or struggling, and I go to my knees on your behalf before a loving Father who I KNOW 
has all of this in control. This is not to brag or bring glory to myself, God forbid! But too many 
of you don’t really know me, and don’t know that my only desire for you is that you walk 
worthy of your calling. That you reflect the glory of the God who loves you. That when people 
look at you, they see something that the world just cannot offer. Those who DO know me well, 
know that I refer to you as “my girls”. And so you are. Though God saw fit to bless me with two 
boys to raise, He had to take 43 years to prepare me to raise girls! And then He gave me you! 
To love, to pray for, to grieve over and to rejoice with. To say it has been a privilege and an 
honor does not begin to touch how I feel. Yes, I just used the F word! 
 
Please know how very much I love each and every one of you. Getting to know you has been 
one of the joys of my life. If I can leave you with one thing it would be this. Please. Do not be 
conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewing of your minds. So that you may 
PROVE what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. (Rom 12:2). As 
we see the days becoming more and more wicked, many ideas and beliefs will be thrown at 
you that are not consistent with the Word of God. Please, dear sisters. Resist them with 
everything you have. Your behavior and beliefs as Daughters of the Most High God will NOT be 
popular with the culture. But that is your calling. We MUST show the world that there is a 
truth that does not change. There IS a truth that DOES NOT COMPROMISE. And there IS a God, 
who loves them more than they will ever be able to comprehend. A God who sent His beloved 
Son to die, so that they could be reconciled to Him.  
 
I told my beloved Barbara the other day, “don’t be sad, you have all of eternity for me to nag 
you!” And so it is. We will all see each other again. In the meantime, study hard to show 
yourselves approved. Rightly dividing the Word of God. Be GOOD Bereans. Love your husbands 
and raise those precious children to love God and serve Him.  Remain dedicated to each other 
and hold each other up. And know that I love you. I will not cease to pray for you and will look 
forward with great longing to the day that Jesus returns for us and we can all be reunited! 
What a glorious day that will be! Until then, I remain, 
In His Service. And Yours. 
Karen  



 


