
Happy New Year!!!! 
 
THIS is 2020! I’ve been waiting 20 years to say that! Is it just me or did 2019 seem to fly by?! 
The year was full of excitement. The Mother/Daughter Tea was a beautiful, elegant event and 
all the little girls in their hats, gloves and dresses were just too precious! T2W was a year old in 
August and we had a fabulous retreat in September with all of the women coming away 
changed. I’m still hearing praises and requests for another one! We will not be doing a retreat 
this year, but 2021, if the Lord tarries will have another retreat, so mark your calendars! In 
October, we had a fabulous Craft Fair and brought in over $500! Mandy and Stephanie outdid 
themselves again at the Christmas Tea and everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves. It was a 
catered affair and Vickie Tonkins challenged all of us as she spoke on eternity. 
 

   
 
As I write this, January is almost over! When last we spoke, Michael and I were planning to 
return to the beautiful, pristine upper peninsula of Michigan. However, God apparently was 
not finished with us here yet and showed us in no uncertain terms that it was not HIS time for 
us to go home. Suffice it to say that we learned some wonderful lessons on waiting for God 
and His timing and not letting our own plans get out in front of Him – EVER! It was humbling, 
but glorious as we saw God working through every event and finally bringing everything to a 
halt. So for the time being, you are all still stuck with me! I apologize for any angst that I 
caused, and trust me, there was much! When and IF God gives us permission to go, I promise 
you I will handle it better. 
 
Last year, T2W focused on our families. We made crafts to beautify our homes, worked on our 
attitudes and behavior and celebrated our husbands, children and those in our extended 
families as well. This year, in accordance with our Mission Statement: Transforming our 
families, our church and our community with the Word of God, one woman at a time, we move 
our attention to our church. We will be supporting the ministries of Calvary Fellowship by 
coming alongside several of the ministries and working with them. Our event calendar is out 
and should be available on the Website for anyone who is a planner like me! We also had 
some available at the January event. If any of you would like a copy, let me know and I’ll get 
one to you. 
 
Our January event was a Share Your Soup Recipe gathering. This worked out so well last year 
and even though the attendance was small it was a hit. So we decided to do it again this year.  



We had a wonderful turnout this year with plenty of crock pots and Instapots full of delicious 
soups. I decided on a cup so I could taste a little of each one. Alas, with 18 different choices, I 
only got to about 6 of them! I was stuffed! The lovely and talented Jen Rohlfs managed to 
taste each one. How she does that and maintains her gorgeous figure is beyond me! She also 
brought us a wonderful teaching as we begin the New Year on the importance of what we are 
putting before our eyes, what we are listening to, how we are acting and behaving. It was 
beautiful. The day was perfect! We missed all of you who couldn’t be there for one reason or 
another and we hope you’ll be joining us in February! 
 
Speaking of February, our event for this month looks like another hit! We will be coming 
alongside the Senior Citizen Homes of Brookside and Solange and making lap blankets for the 
participants there. Priscilla Cooper will be sharing with us about the ministry and we will be 
making some lovely, fleece lap blankets. There is no cost for this craft, but you don’t get to 
take it home with you. Instead we will be blessing those at the Senior Citizen centers. 
 
As we start the new year, I see than many of you are making resolutions, setting goals, 
deciding on a word for the year etc. I would encourage you in this new year to make it a point 
to get into God’s Word every day. Don’t try to take on too much. Too often we set goals that 
we can’t possibly reach and end up getting discouraged and quitting. If you currently don’t 
read your bible every day, start small. We have Daily Bread available in the foyer and that is a 
wonderful way to start reading the word. It has a short scripture and devotion for every day of 
the year. It only takes 5 minutes, but it will help you develop the habit. The more of the Word 
of God you get inside you, the better prepared you will be to face the struggles, challenges and 
trials that we all know will come. Start small. I promise your appetite will increase for the 
bread of life and the living water that His Word contains! 
 
My prayer this month for all of you is that you will embrace the call to reach out to the church. 
We will be providing opportunities every month for you to stretch and help out in different 
ways. I know from personal experience that when I am doing something for others, the joy 
that comes is so fulfilling. Can I ask all of you to commit to serving at least one of the ministries 
here this year? I know many of you are already serving in several and I pray God richly blesses 
you for your selfless service. But many of you have not stepped out yet. Let me encourage you 
to keep your ears open as each month we provide opportunities for you to get your feet wet in 
serving. Who knows! You may find your calling! 
 
Remember Ladies, we are all in this together. We are all in different stages with different 
challenges and different adventures. Share with your sisters. Share what God is doing in your 
lives. It encourages us all! If you need help, please Ask. You have not, because you ask not, 
James says. That goes for your sisters as well. You rob us of a blessing if you won’t ask for help 
when you need it. God provided you with a whole family of sisters to come along side and help 
you. Some older, some younger, some peers. Let’s bind together in love this year. And serve 
each other with humble, grateful hearts. I can’t wait to see what God will do! 



 
May our Lord and Savior bless and keep you. May He make His face to shine upon you. And be 
gracious unto you. May He lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. I love you all. 
Let’s make 2020 the best year yet!! 
 
IHS and yours,  
Karen 


