
The Liberal Democrats:  

Our transport vision for Greater Cambridge 
 

The opportunity to get the transport solution for Cambridge right for our own 

and future generations remains huge. With the growth of our area, the scale of 

the task requires local politicians to be bold and innovative. Lib Dems offer 

leadership to make sense of where we are and where we need to go on this 

critical issue.  

 

 Build a great bus service benefitting all 
Make buses a mainstream choice, supporting a shift from cars to public transport and 
helping those without transport to get about, whether they are in the city or the 
surrounding rural area 
 

 Reduce car traffic to cut congestion and improve air quality  
Invite the public to decide on measures to discourage peak hour car usage  
 

 Reduce new tarmac to a minimum  
By agreeing traffic reduction measures first, and holding all new infrastructure schemes 
up against the best environmental design standards 
 

 More safe cycle routes like the planned city Chisholm Trail and 
the rural Cambridge to Royston route 
Encouraging more of those who can, to bike it, for commuting and recreation; improving 
cycle parking and offering bike hire at hubs like park & ride sites and train stations 
 

 Exploit new technology and encourage innovation 
Properly evaluate tunnelling – consider tidal flow buses lanes – accelerate conversion to 
electric and hybrid vehicles – smart traffic management and transport information 
 

 Ensure that the Greater Cambridge City Deal delivers for 
residents  
Restoring much needed leadership and direction to the City Deal  

 
 

A great bus service must be efficient, affordable, and run on clean energy. It must 

connect communities with regular services that are useful and dependable. The City 

Deal must face the reality that, everywhere in the world, high quality public transport 

requires partial public funding. Our own approach is framed around a means of 

providing this funding, which would also be used to eliminate the 

counterproductive parking charge at Park & Ride sites.   



As potentially the most effective means of both discouraging car usage and providing 

income to support the first class bus service we need, we will insist that peak hour 

Congestion Charging is put to the public. It is shameful that Labour and 

Conservatives both want to quietly drop Congestion Charging, spurning powerful 

evidence from experts and local groups in the City Deal ‘Call for Evidence’ which we 

prompted last year.  

A Workplace Parking Levy is another measure which would raise money to pay for 

transport improvements and we are open to consult on it in that respect, although the 

evidence is that its potential to discourage peak hour car usage is limited. 

Other possible traffic reduction measures also surfaced in the ‘Call for Evidence’. As 

solutions to the scale of today’s problems plus 30% more traffic, we are not 

convinced they are up to future-proofing the city and we feel they may generate 

unfairness or just displace problems from one place to another. Restrictions on 

roadside parking or selective restrictions on through-traffic may have a 

welcome supporting role in providing relief to particular neighbourhoods and we are 

very open to that. But the blunt tool of ‘Gating’, or fixing a quota on cars in the city 

and making the rest queue outside, would have immense practical and fairness 

issues and should in our view be dropped.  

 

What the Lib Dems have done so far: 

 Led the negotiations which won £500m investment to improve our local 
transport system through the City Deal 

 Initiated the ‘Call for Evidence’, gathering expert views on options for 
reducing congestion, and consistently pressed for the City Deal to 
commit to implementing the best of these  

 Supported the local communities affected by City Deal infrastructure 
proposals 

 Persuaded the City Deal to produce an Environmental Design Guide, 
guaranteeing protection for local environments and quality of life 

 
 

Because City Deal leaders have prevaricated so long about traffic reduction 

measures, the bus priority infrastructure schemes they have started consulting 

about (Madingley Rd, Histon Rd, Milton Rd) don’t take account of their potential 

benefit on congestion. They have done this in the wrong order.  Some infrastructure 

schemes will still be needed, but we will not support them until they are reviewed and 

rightsized in the light of a convincing traffic reduction strategy for the future;  

otherwise avoidable damage to the environment and communities may result.  

In our view, a successful City Deal strategy depends on carrots and sticks. It will go 

wrong if it relies only on one or the other.  All stick and no carrot will penalise people 



without offering a good alternative. All carrot and no stick will not change behaviour 

sufficiently to make the alternatives viable. Failure to think for the long term - and 

in balance – will threaten creeping tarmac from more engineering schemes. 

Boldness and foresight are vital! 

We have already initiated and will implement a City Deal Environmental Design 

Guide, to set high standards for any infrastructure projects that come forward. 

Engineering schemes that are proved to be necessary must respect the environment 

of surrounding communities and where possible improve it, acknowledging the 

benefits to physical and mental health of trees and green verges. This process 

should be integrated within schemes, not bolted on afterwards. 

Alongside these issues, we want the City Deal to embrace innovation wherever that 

will improve the effectiveness of other measures or mitigate environmental harm. 

Tunnelling has been repeatedly advanced in public debate and never convincingly 

answered: we will argue for a serious evaluation to determine whether it could 

practically be utilised in our plans. Similarly, tidal bus flows might minimise space 

needed for bus priority schemes and we want to see their practical application 

properly assessed.   

The City Deal has no direct responsibility for trains, but it should be used to influence 

the business plans of the rail companies to open a new Addenbrookes station and 

to increase utilisation of existing and former lines where this would make a positive 

impact on local connectivity.    

 
‘We will ensure our imaginative transport vision is delivered 

by restoring leadership and purpose to the City Deal.’  

 
It was the Lib Dems who led the negotiations to win £500m for the Greater 

Cambridge City Deal to address our chronic transport woes, which are named by 

residents and employers alike as our number one problem: making getting more 

homes built and job vacancies filled that much harder. 

But since the Labour and Conservative double act has taken the helm of the City 

Deal, there has been a complete lack of direction. The now rudderless City Deal 

stumbles from controversy to controversy across the area, with no big picture 

defined. Muddled messages abound: raising parking charges at Park & Ride sites 

and easing them at city centre car parks! 

Greater Cambridge desperately needs an effective, fair and sustainable 

transport system, but at present the City Deal appears unlikely to deliver it. 

New leadership is required. By setting the basis for a comprehensive long 

term strategy, the Liberal Democrats of Greater Cambridge are providing it. 

 


