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Building a Christian society that defends faith, family and life, from conception until 

natural death. 

Prayer vigil for the End of Abortion 

 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE 

On Wednesday, March 7, 2018, I received the 

following message from 40 Days for Life President 

Shawn Carney: 

Dear Brian, 

As we enter the second half of this 40 Days for Life 

campaign, we have doubly good news today ... as we 

announce the closing of two more abortion centres! 

This now makes 96 abortion facilities that have shut 

their doors ... in locations where people have 

faithfully prayed on the sidewalk during peaceful 40 

Days for Life vigils! 

The first location Shawn mentioned was in 

Iztapalapa, Mexico, where an international 

giant in the abortion industry, Mary Stopes 

International, shut doors during the current 

campaign. The second was in Sharonville, 

Ohio, where eleven 40-day prayer vigils in 

the Cincinnati suburb have been held before 

its recent closure. 

Will a Montreal closure be the subject of a 

subsequent news release from Shawn? 

We have been diligently praying diligently twice 

yearly since the spring of 2009. 

Also since 2016 we have relocated our vigils to 

the epicentre of the abortion industry in the 

province – the corner of Berri and St-Catherine 

streets, where five facilities offer their services. 

We trust that God hears us and is acting for the 

well-being of these children and their mothers, 

many whom we do not know and may walk by us 

on their way to their ill-fated appointments. 

Please pray for our efforts and all those involved 

in the current campaigns worldwide. 

On the following pages I share items taken from 

the vigil journal.  

 

Easter 2018 
Quebec Life 

Coalition 
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Culture of Life 

 DAY 1: Wednesday, February 14 - A beautiful 

moment of the day occurred at about 4 p.m. when 

six of us came together to recite the rosary. As the 

rosary began, there were two of us, and then one 

by one, the others arrived and joined in as we 

progressed through the sorrowful mysteries. 

Also, I felt a pride, not inordinate I trust, to show 

a first class relic loaned to me for the current 

vigil. A bone shard of Blessed Marie-Catherine 

de Saint-Augustin is particularly meaningful as 

she underwent much spiritual battle when she 

came to the French colony in 1636 to help the 

poor and sick in Quebec City. 

Day 3: Friday, February 16 - The weather is a 

big challenge. We kept the nine-hour day, despite 

the variety in weather conditions - snow, wind, 

humidity constant challenges we faced this day. A 

joyful witness. At one point, Solange and I were 

greeted by a middle-aged man, Yves, who 

thanked us for our vigil. We exchanged and in so 

doing learned that he professed to be a JW. His 

demeanour was very pleasant, even joyful. 

Another gentleman had stopped previously and 

inquired about the aid we offer. Though a 

believer, he still thought abortion was permissible 

in certain instances such as alleviating a life of 

poverty. 

Day 4: Saturday, February 17 - Quiet day of 

prayer. One incident occurred shortly after my 

joining Greg and Mary, a young man yanked 

down the banner before hastily leaving, while a 

second happened near the end of the day, when a 

single young woman took my photo and stated 

that because of my presence she had made an $80 

gift to PP. 

Day 5: Sunday, February 18 

Day 5: Sunday, February 18 - Clear sunny day. 

Brian, Philip, Patrick, Sr. Juliette, Pierre et 

Maria. Notes: two couples in successive 

vehicles, stopped at red light, joyfully greeted 

me and voiced congratulations. 

Day 6: Monday, February 19 - Sunny start, 

rainy end for Brian, Charlotte and Diane, 

Roseline, and Caroline. University students out 

today discussing /debating with vigil 

participants: Sonia with Charlotte, Emilie with 

Roseline, and unidentified woman with me. 

Day 9: Thursday, February 22 - I had an early 

exchange with a young college age man. This 

intelligent exchange was followed by a couple of 

rude encounters, one from a swf24 and swm44, 

both from across the street, angrily spouting one 

finger salute. Aside from that, time was quiet and 

prayerful. Post vigil affirmation - After the 5 

p.m. mass at ND de Lourdes chapel, two women 

approached me separately inquiring about my 

paraphernalia - cross and signs. Manon, 45, and 

Agathe, 25, listened attentively, asking questions 

about the vigil. These are in addition to the 

affirmations I received from persons passing the 

vigil location and in local restaurants I patronize 

during the vigil. 

Day 12: Sunday, February 25 - Day of heavy 

winds and steady rain. At times, the wind got the 

better of us, ripping the banner from Charlotte’s 

grasp and then my own and sending it away 

distorted, retained only a bungee rope. Our signs 

did not fare any better, being carried across 

Lahaie Park. Fortunately all were recuperated. 

Charlotte took an early exit as she was drenched. 

Yet we persisted in prayer. 
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Day 13: Monday, February 26 - A day of 

visitors – Colleague Roseline remarked, in 

contrast to the previous Monday, today’s 

exchanges were affirming. First, Carolina, about 

30, arrived joining the two of us in reciting the 

rosary. She also gave a personal testimony (see 

below.) Afterwards, a lady from Combermer, 

ON, showed up to say hello and exchanged a bit 

before moving on. Then came Stéphane, 50, 

stopped to share his story of being an adopted 

child and so is grateful to his biological mom 

for, as he puts it, not “flushing” him. Finally, a 

couple visiting from Paris expressed their 

delight with meeting us, saying that prayer 

vigils are not permitted in France. 

I’ll ask your prayers for Carolina. She shared at 

four months doctors observed that she was not 

retaining the amniotic fluid, which is necessary 

for the child’s lung development. Doctors 

advised aborting the child, yet her faith 

influenced her otherwise. She carried on with 

the pregnancy eventually giving birth. 

Unfortunately the child died within a few hours; 

yet Carolina expresses her gratitude that she and 

her husband could care to the child in the little 

time he had. 

Day 14: Wednesday, February 28 - The 

Opposition. From around midday until about 

2p.m. Students, mainly women but a few men 

as well, came peacefully to the vigil site, signs 

in hand. I was alone at first, but was joined by 

Myriam and her son David and Charlotte. Police 

asked larger contingent to stand across the street 

on UQAM property, while 3 or 4 remained w 

Charlotte Myriam and her son. 

 

Day 19: Sunday, March 04  

Hello Brian – This is to let you know that everything 

went well at the 40 days after you left to see your 

mother.  I hope that she is doing well.  As you know, 

there were about 12 to 15 pro-lifers.  Most of them 

spoke English.  At one time, a student by the name 

of Noémie (a woman) came to talk to Michael and 

me.  She said that she had a hard time to understand 

why we were not letting women do what they want 

with their body.  We then tried to explain to her that 

the baby had his own body and the mother had her 

own body – two different identities.  There were two 

lives involved.  Noémie was polite and after 

debating for about half an hour she said that she 

respected and even agreed with our vision of things 

but thought that we expressed our views in a bad 

way.  The conversation was polite and the student 

left with a handshake.  I left before 5 PM and the 

group said prayers.  - Pierre B. 

Day 20: Monday, March 5 - By and large, this was 

a quiet day of prayer. There was one minor 

exchange: an elderly pedestrian, waiting for the 

traffic light to change, stated calmly that abortion is a 

concern of women exclusively. When I asked him 

whether he thought it as a social justice issue, he said 

he did not think so and went merrily on his way. 

Prayer intention: Sarah, 38 and 4+ months pregnant, 

is strongly thinking of aborting her child. A single 

mom of two boys, she had a chance encounter with 

an old boyfriend which led to “the mistake” that she 

wishes to erase. We need your prayers to save this 

child and help Sarah understand that her child is not a 

mistake but a gift. 
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Brave Mothers 

A reader sent the following reflection, apt, I thought, 

to introduce you to a few brave mothers. 

The most important person on earth is a mother. 

She cannot claim the honour of having built Notre 

Dame Cathedral. She need not. She has built 

something more magnificent than any cathedral — 

a dwelling for an immortal soul, the tiny perfection 

of her baby’s body. The Angels have not been 

blessed with such a grace. They cannot share in 

God’s Creative miracle to bring new Saints to 

Heaven. Only a human mother can. Mothers are 

closer to God the Creator than any other creatures. 

God joins forces with mothers in performing this 

act of creation. What on God’s good earth is more 

glorious than this: to be a mother?” 

Émilie gave birth this past Monday, January 29.  

Mother and daughter soon afterwards left the centre 

to set up home in south shore Longueuil. I’ve visited 

them a few times providing some supplies and doing 

a grocery. 

Manuela is due this coming April. Against our 

wishes we needed to cease operating our residential 

pregnancy centre and so find new lodgings for her. 

After many phone calls, we turned to our QLC 

family to find a host home. An afternoon visit, which 

included some rearrangement and dusting, a bedroom 

shone to welcome this expectant mother. Manuela is 

adapting well to her new abode, as her host writes: 

“We returned (to our home) Manuela with her 

belongings this past Sunday. ... She has eaten well 

and is now resting peacefully. We accompanied her 

to a recent visit to the hospital and her blood 

pressure is normal. She continues to rest well.” 

Page 2 

 

Culture of Life 

 

Page 4          Culture of Life 

 
We end with letter from another benefactor sharing the 

journey of her daughter and grandson. 

Hello, I wish to share with you the story about my 

grandchild Joshua.  Joshua was born in 2007 in the 

United States. My daughter was alone at the time, 

and all those about her were advising her to abort. 

Yet she could not listen to them as her values 

opposed this suggestion. My daughter experienced 

at this time a return to the faith and decided to 

submit herself to the will of Our Lord despite her 

precarious financial situation. She got baptised 

shortly after the birth of her son. She has never 

regretted it. Today she is happy in her marriage 

and serves the Lord and her family. 

 


