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Building a Christian society that defends faith, family, and the human person, from conception to natural death 

  

Forty Days for Life 

The beginning of the end of abortion 

 

Prayer & Action -  The fall theme 

We are about to begin our twenty-second prayer 

vigil for the end of abortion. 

From Wednesday, September 25, through to and 

including Sunday, November 3, 2019, the QLC will 

hold its twice annual 40-day prayer vigil. 

First begun in the spring of 2009 by QLC President, 

Mr. Georges Buscemi, in filiation with its American 

founders, the vigil has been a mainstay activity of 

QLC pro-life activities. 

The 40-day prayer model outside an abortion facility 

originated in College Station, TX, in 2003 and has 

gained popularity across the U.S. and 

internationally. 

The original vigil was a 24-hour effort. Today vigils 

are either 12 or 24 hours a day.  

In Montreal, we have opted for 12-hour vigils. 

Yet, this past spring we tested a 24-hour vigil, and 

this fall we will continue this experiment. Please 

pray that we can find a solid core of men that 

can cover the 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. time slots. 

Should you get involved? 

Since its humble origins in 2003, the 40-day 

model has been done in 855 cities worldwide, in 

61 different countries, in over 6428 campaigns. 

Other impressive figures include the 16,000 lives 

saved from abortion, the 191 abortion industry 

workers that have quit their jobs, and the 104 

abortion facilities have closed as the result of a 

prayer vigil occurring at their doorsteps. 

Your participation is important and can take on 

various forms such as coming to the vigil location. 

The latter will be 505 St-Catherine Street East, 

cross street Berri, (the Berri-UQAM metro station, 

St-Catherine street exit), in close proximity to two 

abortion facilities. 

A blessing prayer volunteers will have is the close 

proximity to the Notre-Dame-de-Lourdes chapel 

where mass is celebrated twice daily – at noon and 

5 p.m., rosaries are recited before each, and 

adoration is available between both. 
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Culture of Life 

Review 

Nocturnal Prayers 

 

It was at this time that he went out on to the 

mountain-side, and passed the whole night 

offering prayer to God. 

(Luke 6:12) 

This quotation from the evangelist Luke inspired 

us at the Quebec Life Coalition to undertake a 

new activity in defense of the young. 

August 2019 was spent in nocturnal adoration. 

At a different church each day of the week, from 

sunset to sunrise, we spent our time for the most 

part in adoration before the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

The seven churches across the diocese of 

Montreal spanned Sainte Anne de Bellevue in the 

west to several in the downtown core to one in 

Laval. 

Mucho Blessings – It is always difficult to gage 

the blessings received from spiritual ventures but 

we can saw: 

1. Pastors and parish communities welcome 

this activity within their church; 

2. A faithful core of participants coming out 

weekly at each church, including the 

quiet hours of midnight through to 5 a.m. 

At the end of the month-long devotion, I was 

overjoyed by the enthusiasm of the different 

pastors involved in the project. One asked, on the 

final night, whether we can continue the ministry 

under a different form. 

Another made reformatting remarks about the 

structure of the prayer nights to cover several 

months. 

In a third expressed his desire for greater 

involvement the next time around. 

A fourth encouraged our initiative, offering to 

celebrate a mass in the final hour of the vigil at 

which twenty participants were present. He is 

open to further such initiatives. 

And these are only the visible blessings. God in 

his munificence responds not only in kind but 

also multifold to our initiatives to bring about his 

kingdom on Earth. His graces are unlimited. Our 

efforts, our praises and our sleeplessness for the 

cause of life will be matched by our bountiful 

heavenly Father. 



Pregnant ? Need Help ? Call Toll-Free 1-855-871-4442 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T 

 

 

 

    

 

  

Page 3 Culture of Life 

 

Editorial 

The following editorial is taken from the Sept. 5, 2019, 

issue of the Journal de Montréal. Though the text falls 

short of QLC’s defence of unborn life from the moment 

of conception, we present it as it concerns a current court 

case that may have implications for our work. Please pray 

for the author of this editorial, Mr. Richard Martineau. 

When is a Fetus a Child? 

Are you tired of hearing about abortion? Hang 

on to your toque, as a court trial may soon bring 

this hyper-controversial subject up front. 

A Montrealer, Sofiane Ghazi, is accused of 

stabbing his wife who was nine months 

pregnant with a meat fork in July 2017. 

Not only would he have seriously injured his 

wife (who had an emergency C-section), but he 

would have inflicted fatal wounds on his child - 

who died a few minutes after he was born. 

The trial will last five weeks and Crown 

Attorneys are considering presenting about forty 

witnesses in court, including a biologist, a 

pathologist and doctors. 

Remember that according to Canadian law, a 

child must have left the womb to be considered 

as a person. At nine o'clock one minute and five 

seconds, the 9-month-old fetus is in his mother's 

womb? He has no legal status. In the eyes of the 

law, it is no more important than a mass of cells. 

At nine o'clock one minute and fifteen seconds, 

he came out of his mother's womb? He has 

rights, is considered a person, and if ever 

someone kills him, that individual will be 

charged with murder. It's like that in Canada.  

The law makes no difference between a cluster of 

cells, an embryo a few weeks old, a four month old 

fetus or a nine month old fetus. As long as you are 

not out of your mother's womb, you have no rights. 

You are nothing. 

In short, if it is proven that the baby is indeed dead 

once he was out of his mother's womb, Mr. Ghazi 

could be sentenced for murder, depending on his 

state of mind. But if the defense proves that the baby 

died while he was in his mother's womb, he could get 

away with it. 

Why is Canadian law so made? Because if we 

admit that a nine-month-old fetus is a person in its 

own right, pro-life activists would say that abortion is 

a murder. So we decided to draw the line at the birth 

of the child. 

Recently, the opponents of Andrew Scheer say that 

the Conservative leader committed a major blunder 

by bringing up the abortion issue because "the debate 

on the subject was closed in Canada." 

Oh, Really? I am sure that many Canadians feel 

uncomfortable with late-term abortions. To abort at 

two months is one thing. To abort at five months, 

while the baby is viable, is another. 

It is not because we have problems with the current 

law that we want to go back and prohibit women 

from freely disposing of their bodies. I am sure that a 

mature society can discuss these ethical issues 

calmly. Remember that Simone Veil herself, who 

fought tooth and nail to legalize abortion in France, 

was against late-term abortions. And I'm sure she saw 

a nine-month-old fetus as a human being, not just a 

pile of cells ... 

a 
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A Summer Staple 

Corn-on-the-Cob 

Under partly clouded skies and warm temps, the 

Quebec Life Coalition hosted its annual Corn-on-

the-Cob party this past Sunday, August 18, 2019. 

About fifty people gathered on the lawns outside 

QLC offices at Saint Émile church in Rosemont. 

Trinitarian Brother Loïc Huyghues-Despointes, in his 

white religious habit, was this year’s invited speaker. 

 

The Order of the Holy Trinity and Captives, as it is 

formally known, was founded at the end of the 

twelfth century by Saint-Jean de Matha to ransom 

Christians held captive by Muslims, a consequence 

of crusading and of pirating along the Mediterranean 

coast of Europe.  

Br. Loic works actively in prison ministry – at 

Bordeaux prison, and oversees the operations of a 

Montreal shelter for men, La Maison du Père, which 

provides food and shelter. 

In his talk Br. Loïc noted the similarity between the 

unborn and the men whom his community, past and 

present, minister to. The fate and livelihood of these 
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are insecurely held by another. The captors of 

yesteryear and the prisoners and homeless of today as 

well as the unborn child have been victimized either by 

more powerful men and woman or by unjust ideologies 

which run counter to the teachings of and the freedom 

that Christ offers. 

Upcoming Events 

 Pro-Life Mass – date to be determined 

 40 Days for Life prayer vigil for the end of 

abortion – Sept 25 to Nov. 3, 2019 

 Life Chain – Sunday, October 6, 2019 

 QLC Annual Congress (French) – Saturday 

October 26, 2019, in Quebec City. 

For information regarding these, call the office at 

514 344-2686 or email us at infor@cqv.qc.ca.  
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