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23rd and Counting 

The Quebec Life Coalition’s 23rd prayer vigil for the 

end of abortion is about to begin. 

The first 40 Days for Life vigil in Montreal was 

during the 2009 Lenten season and has occurred, in 

one form or another, twice yearly since.  

 

PURPOSE: Our mission is to bring together the 

Body of Christ in a spirit of unity during a focused 

40-day campaign of prayer, while seeking God’s 

favor  to turn hearts and minds from a culture of 

death to a culture of life, thus bringing about an end 

to abortion. 

Ending abortion takes physical, mental, and spiritual 

gumption. We need to steel our bodies against 

Montreal’s weather, our minds against the 

falsehoods of our opponents, and our spirits from the 

nastiness of the evil one working to silence us. 

So, over the years, we have learned to dress 

warmly, listen effectively, and pray unceasingly. 

This last point cannot be overemphasized.  Salvation 

history is strewn with men and women having 

committed themselves to prayer, petitioning God to 

redress the evils confronting our societies and, as a 

result, the fruits have been copious. 

More seeds to sow; more fruits to reap  

Consider joining us, as a prayer volunteer, on the 

front lines of the spiritual battle, “speaking the truth 

in love.” Eph 4:15 

The vigil runs from Ash Wednesday, February 26, to 

Palm Sunday, April 5, 2020, daily from 7 a.m. to 7 

p.m., just outside the St-Catherine street exit of the 

Berri-UQAM metro station – at the corner of Berri 

Street. 
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Culture of Life 

Our Lord is calling each and every one of us to an ever 

deeper relationship with Him. Without exception, we are 

all on this journey, this pilgrimage, and at varying stages. 

As prayer is our stength, I introduce you to four fellow 

pilgrims, to ask you to keep these in your thougths and 

prayers, praying and fasting for their continual conversion. 

We subordinate ourselves to our creator in our work to 

change our culture and promote a culture of life. The 

following four play important parts in shaping our culture. 

Journalist Gabrielle Duchaine 

 

This past December 2019, our offices were 

graced to welcome journalist Gabrielle Duchaine.  

Journalist at the French daily LaPresse, Ms. 

Duchaine needs our prayers. She is researching a 

story concerning our court challenge to Bill 92, 

the legislation passed in Dec. 2016 limiting to 50 

meters how close we can get to an abortion 

facility to offer the pro-life message. 

Several years ago, she wrote an article critical of 

crisis pregnancy centres, our sister organizations 

that help pregnant women in distress. 

Today, associating with peers in the liberal media, 

she is in peril of continuing unobjective reporting, 

limiting people’s access to truth and facts, and 

undermining the culture of life. 

 

Street Evangelist Joseph 

Joseph has been a big part of the past two or three 40 

Days for Life prayer vigils. 

His pro-life convictions, his dedication to Christ and to 

the salvation of his brothers and sisters in faith along 

with his magnetic, extroverted personality make him 

well suited for this sidewalk ministry. 

I’m particularly impressed by his gentle utterances that 

“Christ is looking for you” or “Jesus loves you” to the 

hardened hearts we meet and have imitated him to boot 

Yet, I need to commend him to your prayers because 

he fails to accept, to see the place of the Blessed 

Mother into our faith tradition. 

He rightly believes that Christ is the lone mediator 

between man and God but is unable to grasp Mary’s 

role as mediatrix. 

I believe that his ministry to help pregnant women in 

distress or to carry forward the pro-life message would 

take a quantum leap forward if he were to comprehend 

the privileged place of Our Redeemer’s mother in 

God’s plan. 

Scriptures reveal Mary presence at key moments of 

Our Lord’s life and these reveals God’s endearment of 

her. Lord, you have found a place at the vigil for your 

servant Joseph, blessing us and all of Montreal with 

his presence and him with us. May he continue to 

grow in wisdom and knowledge of your mission for 

him here on earth. 
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Pro-Life Advocate Janis Clarke 

 

Artist and former Montrealer Janis Clarke 

volunteers twice every week outside an 

abortion facility in Washington, D.C. 

She recently shared the good news that a save 

occured during her watch – i.e., a mother 

scheduled to abort her child changed her mind 

after having spoken with her or a colleague. 

She also spoke of two new challenges in this 

ministry. 

The neighbourhood in which the abortion 

facility is located is undergoing gentrification, 

drawing in a new demographic. Many of the 

new and generally higher income residents 

scorn her and her peers on the travels new the 

abortion facility.  

Secondly, the gentrification also undermines the 

already difficult lives of the area’s homeless, 

who have lost access to an underpass used for 

shelter. 

May Our Lord who has already blessed Janis in 

countless ways, continue to do so as she 

ministers to not only the women and couples 

coming for an abortion but also the new souls 

that He has sent into her life. 

Holy Father Pope Francis 

 

Let us pray for the successor to St Peter. 

I remember a high school chaplain once telling me that 

the devil and his minions attack consecrated religious 

seven times for ferociously than members of the laity. 

Pope Francis, as head of the Universal Church, has 

undoubtedly seven times seventy bewitching him. 

Let’s pray in support of his journey and his support of 

unborn life and other vulnerable persons. 

In a recent encyclical, he asks: “How can we genuinely 

teach the importance of concern for other vulnerable 

beings, however troublesome or inconvenient they may 

be, if we fail to protect a human embryo, even when its 

presence is uncomfortable and creates difficulties? ‘If 

personal and social sensitivity towards the acceptance of 

the new life is lost, then other forms of acceptance that 

are valuable for society also wither away.’ ” 

Is it any wonder that euthanasia legislation, in Canada as 

elsewhere, is ever encroaching on the sanctity of life, 

now that abortion has become accepted? 

Please petition our Heavenly Father to bless Pope Francis 

to bring the prodigal children to a sincere repentance of 

their ways, and closer to Christ  
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Conservative Party of Canada 

So-Con Candidate Enters Leadership 

Race 

Social conservative Richard Décarie, a Christian, 

pro-life Quebecer, has submitted his candidacy in 

the 2020 Conservative Party leadership race. 

Mr. Décarie was Deputy Chief of Staff to Stephen 

Harper when the latter became leader of the 

Official Opposition after he got elected to head the 

Conservative Party of Canada. Mr. Décarie had 

previously been Chief of Staff and Senior Adviser 

to then Premier of Quebec Jean Charest. 

Since announcing his candidacy, Mr. Décarie has 

provoked the ire of many in the media and in the 

conservative party for making statements that a gay 

lifestyle is a "choice," and that procuring an 

abortion is not health care. 

To vote for Mr. Décarie (the results of the 

leadership ballot will be announced on June 27, 

2020), one needs to be a member of the CPC. If 

you are not already one, you may do so by 

registering by going to the CPC website – 

conservative.ca. 

Mr. Décarie needs 3000 signatures from party 

members to validate his candidacy, one thousand 

prior to the end of February. 

A sign-up sheet is included herewith so you can 

solicit the support of your dear and near ones for 

him. 
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