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Welcome Aboard                          Bienvenue à bord 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Greetings from the Wet West coast, 
 
Vancouver is getting more than it’s fair 
share of rain these days and it has 
caused a little flooding. I’ve seen some 
posts online of one of our allies, Ryan 
VH, out there helping out. Thank you! 
 
I see the snow has been flying and the 
de-ice trucks are already in action. If you 
are in YVR, maybe Derek will be hosing 
you down. 
 
I finally got a flight back in the left seat 
and was nice to see I remembered how 
to land ;) 
 
My company has called all the pilot and 
most of the flight attendants to return to 
work as it ramps up for the winter 
season.  
It’s great to see.  

 
Here in Vancouver my Partner, Leo and 
I hosted a gathering of a dozen aviators 
for our year-end social. It’s one of the 
first in person events since the 
pandemic hit. The irony being now that 
we can host these things again, people 
are also back to work and can’t make it 
now.  
 
It’s always great to meet up with old 
friends and make new ones. Toronto 
had a good turn out at The Pilot, where 
the community could finally get together 
again. Avin Shah was there as our host 
and made sure everyone felt welcome.  
 
People enjoyed themselves and we look 
forward to hosting more events in the 
new year.  
 
We will continue to host our First Friday 
Zoom calls so, people tune in to that 
Friday Dec 3rd. 
 
We are already planning next year’s 
pride events and hope you’ll come join 
us.  
 
If there is something you want to help 
host in your community, please reach 
out!  
 
fly safe! 
 
 

Peter Litherland  
Co-Chair 
Canadian Aviation Pride 
peter.litherland@aviationpride.ca 

mailto:peter.litherland@aviationpride.ca
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From the Editor                                De l’éditeur 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Early next year we will write up a 
complete review of our CAP activities in 
2021, but one of the things that has 
struck me is the way we have been able 
to make progress this year despite the 
pandemic.  
 
On the social front we held a mid-
summer barbecue in Vancouver, 
monthly Zoom socials, and a virtual 
Pride celebration in June, and then just 
this past month three year-end socials. 
 
We were invited to participate in the 
Canadian Women in Aviation 
symposium in October, with Vera giving 
a full hour-long presentation and myself 
joining Jazz Aviation for a panel 
discussion. 
 
We were delighted to be asked by the 
New Brunswick Aviation Museum to be 
honorary patrons, and are happy to list 
them as partners and to encourage 
support for the restoration of their fleet. 
 

While we were not able to muster the 
resources this year, we were 
approached by the Aircraft Maintenance 
Engineer's Association of Ontario to give 
CAP’s perspective on diversity and 
inclusion in the industry, and we look 
forward to being able to engage with 
them next year. 
 
So it goes to show that even in trying 
times, we have been able to be involved 
with other organizations to promote 
inclusion in aviation, and to try to keep 
our members connected with each 
other. 
 
This month we feature a cover photo 
taken by our Co-Chair, Peter on 22nd  
November 2021.  It was taken early in 
the morning at Gate 53 of Vancouver 
International Airport, as the Sunwing 
Boeing 737 Max 8 was getting ready to 
fly to Cancun, Mexico.  With ground 
power connected, we celebrate the 
steady recovery of our airline industry. 
 
There will no doubt be a few more 
challenges to face in 2022, but as we 
approach the winter holidays, we have 
reason to be optimistic, to celebrate 
what we have accomplished, and to 
reach out to others in the spirit of the 
season. 
 
Our very best wishes to each of you this 
holiday season, 

Adrian Walker  
Editor & Co-Chair 
adrian.walker@aviationpride.ca 

  

mailto:adrian.walker@aviationpride.ca
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Aviation Cartoon                   Caricature en aviation 

 
 

 

 

 

  

by Kelly Kincaid 

 

Support Jetlagged Comic at 

patreon.com/jetlaggedcomic 

 
 

 

 

 
Flight Plan 2021                              Plan de vol 2021 

 
 

As we enter 2022, and trust that it will be an easier year for all of us, we will be looking 
at what options make sense for future events, depending on how the pandemic affects 
us all.  We’d like to do some activities for Pride in the summer, as well as some social 
activities, and will be reviewing what is the safest way to plan for these. 
 

           
 

https://www.jetlaggedcomic.com/
patreon.com/jetlaggedcomic
https://www.jetlaggedcomic.com


 

S i l v e r  D a r t  |  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 1  P a g e  5 

Photo Album                                         Album photo 

 
 

With the progress in vaccinations this year, we were pleased to hold in-person double-
vaccination socials for our traditional year-end events.  Our sincere thanks to Avin for 
hosting the Toronto social!  Here are a few photos of the festivities. 
 
 
Toronto Year-end Social, Friday 25th November 2021  
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Vancouver Year-end Social, Friday 25th November 2021 
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Member Profile                           Profil d’un membre 

 
 

Name 

Graham Strang 

Age 

43 

Relationship Status 

Single 

Residing City,  Province & Country 

Ladner BC, Canada 

Employment  

WestJet 

Aviation Background 

Commercial / Airline Pilot 

Why did you get involved in aviation? Tell us about how it's a part of your life 
now. 

When I was a wee lad, my dad use to take me and my brother to watch the planes 

land at YVR, back when it was just 08/26 and 12/30! Mainly I think to give my Mom a 

break from all the men in the house. As it turns out I knew my 707s from my DC-8s, 

727s and DC-9s from a young age. Not to mention the many years spent at the 

Abbotsford Air Show. Though as a child it never struck me that I could be a pilot. I 

was, and am, very much a computer nerd and thought my life would turn that way. At 

23 I ended up hospitalized and very sick (Mom and Dad were called back from a 

Mexican vacation!). After recovery I decided that IT was just not my future. I did my 

research, got my funding in place, applied and was accepted to the BCIT Airline and 

Flight Operations program and was going to be a pilot! When I told my Mom, as I had 

not discussed my plans previously, she looked at me like I had been dropped on my 

head. My very first flight was the second of the program, I did not even do a FAM 

flight. I know what I wanted to do! I went on to complete the program graduating as 

Class 2 in December '04. After a few setbacks I managed to obtain a Class IV 

instructor rating and instructed on the Air Cadet contract for two summers on 

Vancouver Island. After that I landed my first line flying job as a First Officer on a 

Metroliner doing Medivac out of a place I had to look up on a map! Sioux Lookout 

Ontario. It was the best and worst 18 months of my life. A time that made some l ife 

long friends in a cold and desolate place, where I am quite sure I was the only gay 

person within a few hundred miles. This allowed me to return to Vancouver to fly a 
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KingAir 350 on contract for Carson Air to the BC Ambulance Service for 5 years 

moving from First Officer all the way to Training Captain. As much as the flying was 

challenging at times, it was enjoyable at other times. I do not miss shooting 

approaches to minimums in icing and gusty winds on a nasty night into Terrace. I do 

miss carving into Bella Coola on a VFR day through mountains. The airlines were 

calling and after more than my share of failed interviews, I landed at WestJet Encore 

in 2014. I spent 2 years as both an First Officer and Captain on the Dash 8 Q400 

before moving on to First Officer on the Boeing 737. I am currently just transitioning 

back to my pre-COVID B737 First Officer position in YVR after a pit stop at Swoop in 

both Edmonton and Hamilton.  

How did you find out about or first get involved with CAP? What have you 
enjoyed most? 

There was a time, back when I was scratching out an existence in Calgary doing IT 

work and trying to secure an Instructor rating, that I was introduced to Steve Bell that 

lead to meeting Peter Litherland. The rest as they say is history. 

Tell us about the best trip you've ever taken or your favourite destination to jet 
off to. 

My best trip ever, would be flying from Boundary Bay in Delta BC – ZBB – to 

Monterey Californa – MRY – time building as a Student pilot with a friend. We flew 

over the Golden Gate, Alcatraz, Great Crater Lake. There was even a time we had to 

put all our new skills to work when we had to divert inland due to a fog bank out on 

the coast. Overall the learning and fun we had on the trip is hard to surpass - even 

when I am cruising at FL370 sipping on a McCafe coffee to spend the night in 

Cancun! 

Anything else you want to say about yourself 

I am still a major computer nerd, and have far too many computers in my condo than 

is sensible for a one person. Though due to COVID I have been found on farms and 

farm supply companies around Ladner driving trucks and forklifts to make ends meet. 

Now I am back flying for fun. Barring all that, when the sun is shining you are likely to 

find me on a golf course hoping to break 100! About every 3 months I miss the low 

and slow and freedom of a Cessna 172 and debate renewing my instructors rating!  
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Featured event                           Événement vedette 

 
 

Zoom Social 
 
Coming up this Friday 3rd December at 5:00 pm PST, 8:00 pm EST is our final monthly 
social of 2021.  It's a chance to connect and reconnected with other LGBTQ+ Canadian 
Aviators, allies and enthusiasts from you home, work or on the road.  Share all the news 
and rumours in the industry! 
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Each month we may have a theme, so check with Facebook or Instagram to find out the 
latest.  You'll need the zoom app, a browser or you can even call in. otherwise click the 
link to join. 
 
We challenge you to use a virtual background with a Canadian Aviation Theme.  
Occasional prizes and gifts for participants. 
 
 
 

If you have additional ideas about how you would 
like us to design the Zoom social, please feel free to 
contact us with your ideas on how to make the 
meetings as enjoyable and helpful as possible. 

 
 
 
Please the Join Zoom Meeting by clicking the link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84449880517... 
 

Meeting ID: 844 4988 0517 
Passcode: 1867 

 
One tap mobile 
 
+17789072071,,84449880517#,,,,*1867# Canada 
+12042727920,,84449880517#,,,,*1867# Canada 
 
Dial by your location 
 
+1 778 907 2071 Canada 
+1 204 272 7920 Canada 
+1 438 809 7799 Canada 
+1 587 328 1099 Canada 
+1 647 374 4685 Canada 
+1 647 558 0588 Canada 
 

Meeting ID: 844 4988 0517 
Passcode: 1867 

 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdexBjtlXI 
 
 
 

 
  

mailto:info@aviationpride.ca?subject=Ideas%20for%20Zoom%20socials
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F84449880517%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1qKV9NZXIhGLB3rLdBot-RHR4a2lL_Qjntmt4FRKD6vbz2I_iT9jeC7dA&h=AT38r8_SEJ87qdlsGC6-Hwqx8NHkoxy857591ISqWwj7W0W7Ik-lr8tO9fIUzgHmXdDgimqck_Bt2L9Okc9ffPdi1mCuHPovhl0y0n5GEhdZqLjwHxVBdprTEzCJJ9_Rqbe62o0&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT2av6cSYe_NSccPcDs-n9FVNFR9hZtVvjomty99dIDLmDxa0Rq6QmD2_Uo8xDydrwtCUw9JmxL60yCfU5WOdvvTWQSBP-986VnOZKH3ySk15MirMNiOgKOuknWfonz_OEYh_DF4Ok6wRo_hbxYDNk8fq0GZWnqCVvyPy7OJ6wRNboTSs5ggVbQYOcQB6XnYkVMFCgSYjj7fjWKadIM
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fu%2FkdexBjtlXI%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR27hLt26zkFIgPyuJSxWXAwGvsVKgMRhBj2oZwBVSmrOLNHjla9mzQu2ko&h=AT1KCVJV8zHBVfWeO5iueEtAsHVSTKoWvuSp0TPma-_UhTGXPLbRD84lwM54v1ar4F8Myafz0ZVh2DFbCiKbDl5dlDqViAkAviDTk9DLvnDgGBxi94i1NpfuQtmuOb7tzCz08hQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT2av6cSYe_NSccPcDs-n9FVNFR9hZtVvjomty99dIDLmDxa0Rq6QmD2_Uo8xDydrwtCUw9JmxL60yCfU5WOdvvTWQSBP-986VnOZKH3ySk15MirMNiOgKOuknWfonz_OEYh_DF4Ok6wRo_hbxYDNk8fq0GZWnqCVvyPy7OJ6wRNboTSs5ggVbQYOcQB6XnYkVMFCgSYjj7fjWKadIM
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Merchandise                                          Marchandise 

 
 

 
 
Canadian Aviation Pride Merchandise 
 

 
 
We’re online!  
 
You can now show your Pride with these great items and support Canadian Aviation 
Pride!   Using the Fulfilment by Amazon you don't have to wait until Pride any more to 
get some swag.  
 
visit our online store at: 
https://www.amazon.ca/handmade/Canadian-Aviation-Pride 

 

https://www.amazon.ca/handmade/Canadian-Aviation-Pride
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Our Organization                        Notre Organization 

 

 

CO-CHAIRS - COPRÉSIDENTS 

Peter Litherland 
Adrian Walker 

DIRECTORS - DIRECTEURS 
George Patton 
Vera Teschow 
Dorian Pope 
Doris Ipeelee 

 

__________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Webpage - page Web:  http://www.aviationpride.ca 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/CanadianAviationPride 

 
Emails - Courriels: 

info@aviationpride.ca  
chair@aviationpride.ca 

 peter.litherland@aviationpride.ca 
 vera.teschow@aviationpride.ca 
 adrian.walker@aviationpride.ca 

doris.ipeelee@aviationpride.ca 
dorian.pope@aviationpride.ca 

 

________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 
  

http://www.aviationpride.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/CanadianAviationPride
mailto:info@aviationpride.ca
mailto:chair@aviationpride.ca
mailto:peter.litherland@aviationpride.ca
mailto:vera.teschow@aviationpride.ca
mailto:adrian.walker@aviationpride.ca
mailto:doris.ipeelee@aviationpride.ca
mailto:dorian.pope@aviationpride.ca
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On Line                                                          En ligne 

 
 

Web Page - Page Web 
 

 
 
Canadian Aviation Pride's Web Page contains information about our organization, our objectives 
and who we are.  Check it out, including our Resources and Newsletter pages!   

 
http://www.aviationpride.ca  

 
La page Web de Canadian Aviation Pride contient de l'information sur notre organisation, nos 
objectifs et qui nous sommes. Découvrez-le, y compris nos pages des ressources et des 
bulletins!   

 

Social Media - Médias sociaux 

 

           FB Page 
          

 
 

FB Group  
 
 
 

Instagram 
 
 
    

Twitter  

 
 

 

http://www.aviationpride.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/CanadianAviationPride
https://www.facebook.com/groups/gaypilots/
https://www.instagram.com/canadianaviationpride/
https://twitter.com/cdnavpride
http://www.aviationpride.ca
https://www.facebook.com/CanadianAviationPride
https://twitter.com/cdnavpride
https://www.instagram.com/canadianaviationpride/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/gaypilots/
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Sponsors & Partners    Commanditaires et Partenaires 

 
 
CAP is Canada's own federally incorporated LGBTQ+ Aviation organization, and we 
appreciate the relationship with each of the following sponsors and partners who 
support our outreach programs.  This allows us to maintain our diversity and inclusion 
initiatives, promotional programs and encouragement of youth entry into aviation.  
Please support these progressive companies and organizations. 
 

 

   

Web Site (English) 
Site web (Français) 

Web Site (English) 
Site web (Français) 

Web Site (English) 
Site web (Français) 

 

   
Web Site (English) 
Site web (Français) 

Web Site (English) 
Site web (Français) 

Web Site (English) 
Site web (Français) 

 

 
 

 
Web Site / Site web  

Web Site (English) 
Site web (Français) 

 

 
 

 
Web Site / Site web  Web Site / Site web 

 

   

Web Site / Site web Web Site / Site web Web Site / Site web 

 
 

http://www.navcanada.ca/en/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.navcanada.ca/FR/Pages/default.aspx
https://flyjazz.ca/en/
https://flyjazz.ca/fr/
https://www.aircanada.com/ca/en/aco/home.html
https://www.aircanada.com/ca/fr/aco/home.html
https://www.flyporter.com/en-ca/
https://www.flyporter.com/fr-ca/
https://www.sunwing.ca/
https://www.sunwing.ca/fr/
https://www.westjet.com/en-ca/index
https://www.westjet.com/fr-ca/index
http://www.wwfc.ca/
https://copanational.org/en/
https://copanational.org/fr/
https://nbaviationmuseum.com/
https://www.ngpa.org/
https://fnti.net/
https://northernlightsaerofoundation.com/
http://www.senecacollege.ca/home.html
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Member Profile                           Profil d’un membre 

 
 
Would you like to be featured in our Monthly Member Profile?  Everyone is welcome to 
submit their profile, whether you're a long time member or are new to Canadian Aviation 
Pride.  You can answer as many or as few of the questions as you feel comfortable 
with, and use of your last name and employer are optional.  If you'd like to share your 
story, CLICK HERE 
 
Souhaitez-vous figurer dans notre profil de membre mensuel? Tout le monde est invité 
à soumettre son profil, que vous soyez un membre de longue date ou un nouveau 
membre de Canadian Aviation Pride. Vous pouvez répondre à autant de questions que 
vous le souhaitez, ou en utiliser le moins possible, et l'utilisation de votre nom de famille 
et de votre employeur est facultative. Si vous souhaitez partager votre 
histoire,CLIQUEZ ICI 
 

 
 

 

 

 

In Closing                                                    En clôture 

 
 

Thanks for taking the time to read our 
newsletter. As we get closer to each event, we 
will send out further details and a reminder. 
 
If you would like to volunteer or help lead an 
event, or if you have ideas you would like us to 
consider, please don't hesitate to let us know. 
Email us at info@aviationpride.ca. 
 
Blue skies and tail winds! 

Merci d'avoir pris le temps de lire notre 
bulletin. Plus proche de chaque événement, 
nous enverrons d'autres détails et un rappel. 
 
Si vous voulez être un bénévole, ou aider à 
diriger un événement, ou si vous avez des 
idées à nous soumettre, n'hésitez pas à nous 
le faire savoir.  Envoyez-nous un courriel à 
info@aviationpride.ca. 
 
Ciel bleu et vent arrière! 

 
Copyright © 2021 Canadian Aviation Pride 

All rights reserved. 
Droits d'auteur © 2021 Canadian Aviation Pride 

Tous droits réservés. 

http://canadianaviationpride.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4225c39bbe1a0b90a20f5e8ac&id=80e2e53b0a&e=e333655ed6
http://canadianaviationpride.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4225c39bbe1a0b90a20f5e8ac&id=80e2e53b0a&e=e333655ed6
mailto:info@aviationpride.ca?subject=Suggestion%20via%20the%20newsletter
mailto:info@aviationpride.ca?subject=Suggestion%20via%20the%20newsletter
mailto:info@aviationpride.ca.
mailto:info@aviationpride.ca.
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