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As-salāmu ʿalaykum, 

 
Please accept our sincerest gratitude for agreeing to talk about the importance of civic 
engagement amongst our Muslim sisters and brothers in your community, the need for the ummah 
to be involved in every aspect of the political process, and the critical importance of us all to  
vote. 

 
While we do not expect you to dedicate your entire talk to this topic, we request that you to 
connect the above points to your current context.  It is important that you encourage 
congregants to: 

 
1. Learn more about our organization “The Canadian-Muslim Vote” (TCMV) by visiting the 

website: canadianmuslimvote.ca 

2. Provide their email address and sign up to our email distribution  list in order to receive 
important information in the weeks and months to come 

3. Participate in the survey that is on the website 

4. Learn about the electoral process 

5. Discover what The Canadian-Muslim Vote is doing nationally 

6. Discuss and share this information with their friends and families 

 
In the pages that follow, you will find two sections containing information that you are welcome to 
use at your leisure. 

 
First, we have presented some data on the Canadian Muslim Population.  

 
Following that, you will find some content that Shaykh Zahir Bacchus was kind enough to put 
together that highlights the importance of civic engagement from an Islamic point of view. Insha-
Allah, with your support, we’ll get out the Muslim vote! 
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Canadian Muslims and the Canadian Landscape 
 
 
 
• Size in Numbers: Today, there are over 1 million Muslims in Canada, representing roughly 3% of the total 

population. By 2030, Statistics Canada estimates that number is expected to triple, making Muslims one of 
the largest voting bases in the country. 

 
 
• Potential: As Canadian Muslims typically reside in urban areas, there are several electoral ridings where the 

population of Muslims is greater than 10%. Nationally, there are 23 ridings where Muslims represent more 
than 10% of the population. 

 
 
 
• Opportunity: In the 2015 federal election, Muslims came out in droves with a national participation rate of 

~79%. This is a tremendous increase from previous years and it’s incumbent upon us all to maintain the 
momentum and make our voices known. (The Canadian Dawn Foundation study reveals that in the 2000 
General Election, Muslim voter turnout was 25% below that of Christians and Jews, 19% below that of 
Hindus, and 14% below that of Sikhs). 
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Khutbah Content as provided by Shaykh Zahir Bacchus 
   
 
On this blessed day of Juma'a, we should reflect, as Juma'a is a day of reflection for the believers on our 
presence in this beautiful country of OURS; the country of our children, our loved ones; the country that we call 
home.  However, ours is a country that is going through change, some for the good and perhaps some for the 
worse. 
 
As citizens, we can help to make the changes be positive by getting involved and participating in the voting 
process.  Let us stake a claim in our country for ourselves, our children, and our fellow brothers and sisters. Let 
us help in creating a climate and atmosphere that our children and our fellow citizens can prosper in physically, 
mentally, and spiritually.  Let's follow the example of Prophet Yusuf, may Allah bless him, who got involved in 
the political process as means of preventing disaster to his fellow citizens, and Allah granted him success, 
which in turn led to prosperity in times of hardship. 
 
Finally, let's leave in the minds of our children, that our country, Canada, is their home, and let them see us help 
shape it towards the better.  Get involved, and let your vote count towards their future. 
 
The Canadian-Muslim Vote is a national, non-profit, non-partisan, grassroots organization whose aim is to 
increase the participation of Canadian Muslims in the Canadian democratic process.  Please visit their website 
at canadianmuslimvote.ca, sign up on their email distribution list, fill out the survey, learn about the electoral 
process, and volunteer with them. 
 
Their work and research will surprise some of you so please take the literature and please read it.  Insha-Allah, 
please provide feedback, positive and negative, to me.  In this way, we can become means of benefiting each 
other. 
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Other Points of Consideration 
 
 
1. Try to connect the topic of your Khutbah to the stated points about Muslim participation in the political 

process.  For instance, some Imams will be talking about the traits of the Muhsineen as mentioned in the 
Quran.  Many of these traits have to deal with creating a harmonious community and society based on 
establishing good relationships.  For instance, the ayah in Al-Imran which states, "Those who give in 
prosperity and adversity, who control their anger, and pardon all people, verily Allah loves the Muhsineen."  
This ayah touches on helping others, helping ourselves and being good ambassadors that can impart 
changes in others. 
 
An important part of living in a harmonious society is taking part in helping to establish a society through all 
means at our disposal including electing people that represent our morals, our values, and our concerns, or 
the best amongst those who run for elected office. 
 

2. Do not try to defend the voting process and Muslim participation in voting.  Rather, mention participation as 
a fact so that people understand that we have moved past the debate of whether voting is permissible or 
not. 

 
3. Finally, leave the audience feeling that this matter is important to our community and it is part of protecting 

the fitrah state of our children.  We can protect their fitrah (a natural inclination towards goodness) by 
helping establish a society that is conducive to their spiritual and social well-being. A society that they will 
not be looked towards as being different or as a threat. 

 
One important responsibility is to put into positions of authority those who are best fit to serve. If we allow 
people who are immoral, or incompetent, to serve as our leaders, everyone – Muslim and non-Muslim – will be 
harmed. Thus, it is part of our responsibility as Muslims to promote those people best able to act as 
good leaders.  
 
In Canada, this means voting. Voting does not mean that we agree with everything about the Canadian 
political system or way of governance; and voting for a candidate does not mean that we agree with 
everything they say.  However, we have to do what we can to benefit those around us, and we must also take 
whatever steps we can to discharge the responsibilities Allah gave us as Muslims.   
 
So, listen carefully to every candidate to understand which of them aligns with our values and principles, and 
then, vote! 
 
Important: Canadian charities are generally prohibited from taking political stances and/or endorsing political 
parties.  As Imams, mosque representatives, and leaders of Canadian charities, it is of critical importance that, 
especially while acting on behalf of your organization, you remain non-partisan and not take any political stances 
for any party.   
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Relevant Hadith 
 
 
Abu Sa’eed al-Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him, said that “Whoever sees an evil thing, let him change it with his hand. If he is unable, then 
let him change it with his tongue. If he is unable, then he should desire its change in his heart – for that is the 
lowest level of faith.” (Muslim) 
 
This hadith indicates that Muslims are obliged to do whatever is in their capability to change society for the 
better. Voting is one means to work for beneficial change. 
 
 
 
Abu Bakr al-Siddeeq, may Allah be pleased with him, said that “I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him, say that “When people see an oppressor but do nothing to stop him, very soon 
Allah’s punishment will fall upon all of them.” (Abu Dawud and 
al-Tirmidhi) 
 
If our leaders are taking stances that are harmful to our community and to the country, it is obligatory that 
we correct them by voicing our concerns and working to have better leaders. Voting is the channel by which 
we replace our leaders with ones who will better serve the 
community. If we do not act, it is almost assured that the harms of poor leaders will continue to affect 
everyone. 
 
 
 
Jabir, may Allah be pleased with him, narrated that the Messenger of Allah said that Allah commanded Jibreel 
to destroy a town (because of the evil that its residents had done.) Jibreel said “Oh Allah – there is a pious 
worshipper in it!” Allah replied “Destroy them, for indeed his face never once showed concern for what they 
were doing.” (al-Tabarani, al-Bayhaqi) 
 
If bad things take place in society and a person is not concerned nor works for change, they are also sinful. 
Even though this hadith has weakness in it, it falls in line with the author authentic narrations mentioned above: 
that it is not sufficient to simply “be a good person” or a devout worshipper – we must also be engaged with 
our communities and work for beneficial change. 
 
The hadith of the man who worshipped a great deal but did not participate in the welfare of his community; 
then contrast this with Prophet ‘Eesa, who was a “source of good wherever he went”. Muslims are called on 
to benefit those around them. 
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