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Overview 
California’s most vulnerable and underserved communities have the most to lose if healthcare coverage programs are 
rolled back or eliminated. Congress and the state legislature cannot allow that to happen. Community health centers are a 
local, innovative, cost-effective, and bi-partisan solution that ensures access to excellent healthcare for everyone.  
 

Community Health Centers 
 

- Community health centers serve 6.2 million Californians each year through nearly 20 million healthcare 
encounters. Of those served, 68% have incomes below 138% of the federal poverty level, which is the limit for 
expanded Medicaid/Medi-Cal. 57% of our patients are currently enrolled in Medi-Cal.  
 

- 54% of health center patients are Hispanic, 36% do not speak English, and a half million are agricultural workers. 
Community health centers provide care to nearly 300,000 homeless people and 30,000 veterans.  
 

- Today, according to a study by the California HealthCare Foundation (CHCF), safety-net clinics are providing care 
to 54 percent, or 1.3 million, new patients enrolled in California’s Medicaid managed care plans after expansion. 
 

- Community health centers saw a 63% increase in the number of Medi-Cal insured patients from 2013-2015. 
 

Savings and Economic Impact  
 

- Nationally, health centers generate $24 billion in savings to the health care system every year by efficiently 
managing and treating chronic disease. On average, health centers save $2,371 (or 24 percent) in total spending 
per Medicaid patient when compared to other providers (American Journal of Public Health). 
 

- In California, community health centers have an $8 billion economic impact, supporting 58 thousand direct and 
indirect jobs, and contributing $1 billion in tax revenue. (Capitol Link) 
 

- ACA repeal would eliminate an estimated 209,000 California jobs (135,000 in healthcare). (Berkley Labor Center) 
 

- California’s GDP would take a $20 billion hit and the state would lose 1.5 billion in tax revenue. (UC BLC) 
 

- Fresno, Kern, San Bernardino, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, and Tulare County would be especially harmed due to their 
community’s high level of reliance on Medi-Cal expansion and above average unemployment rates. (UC BLC) 
 

 

Insurance and Coverage 
 

- Over 5 million Californians have insurance as a result of the ACA — roughly a quarter of all Americans covered 
under the law. (CHCF)  
 

- 3.7 million Californians enrolled in Medi-Cal under the ACA expansion — representing more than a quarter of the 
13.6 million Californians now covered under Medi-Cal. 1.4 million bought insurance on Covered California. 1.2 
million received federal subsidies. 
 

- In California, the uninsured rate dropped across all racial/ethnic groups, with the greatest gains seen among 
Latinos. Between 2013 and 2015, 1.5 million additional Latinos gained coverage, and the uninsured rate in this 
population fell from 23% to 12%.(CHCF) 

 

- The uninsured rate in California fell from 17.2% in 2013 to a historic low of 8.6% in 2015. (CHCF). For community 
clinics, it dropped from 35% in 2012 to 24% in 2015. 

http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/dataandstats/statistics/Documents/Fast_Facts_June_2016.pdf
http://www.chcf.org/aca-411/explore-the-data#trend%252Ccoverage%252Chix%252Ccoveredca_enroll%252CSymbolPeople%20(Total)%252C2016
http://www.chcf.org/aca-411/explore-the-data#trend%252Ccoverage%252Chix%252Cexch_premsubs%252CBars%20(Subsidy)%252C2016%252Cw_premsub
http://www.chcf.org/aca-411/explore-the-data#trend%252Ccoverage%252Chix%252Cexch_premsubs%252CBars%20(Subsidy)%252C2016%252Cw_premsub
http://kff.org/uninsured/state-indicator/rate-by-raceethnicity/?dataView=1&activeTab=graph&currentTimeframe=0&startTimeframe=2&selectedDistributions=white&selectedDistributions=black&selectedDistributions=hispanic&selectedDistributions=other&selectedDistributions=total&selectedRows=%7B%22nested%22:%7B%22california%22:%7B%7D%7D%7D&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
http://www.census.gov/library/publications/2016/demo/p60-257.html

