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February 8, 2017 
 
Senator Dianne Feinstein 
331 Hart Senate Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Dear Senator Feinstein: 
 
As you know, CaliforniaHealth+ Advocates is an organization dedicated to advancing the mission of 

community health centers through state and federal advocacy.  We represent more than 1,100 

community health centers, including Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) that provide care to 

1 in 7 Californians. 

FQHCs are safety net health care providers, whose bundled services include primary medical care, 

behavioral health, oral health, pharmacy, vision, health education, care coordination, nutrition and 

social services.  

Community health centers serve 6.2 million Californians each year through nearly 20 million visits, 

and 57% of our patients are enrolled in Medi-Cal. According to a study by the California HealthCare 

Foundation, safety-net clinics are providing care to 54 percent, or 1.3 million, new patients enrolled 

in California’s Medicaid managed care plans since the Medicaid expansion was implemented. 

Because over half of our patients rely on Medi-Cal, changes to the Medicaid expansion and the 

underlying Medicaid program could have dramatic impact on our ability to provide care to 

California’s most vulnerable residents. We have made amazing progress in providing access to care 

for millions of Californians, and we do not want that progress to be reversed.  The ACA is working in 

California, and we encourage you to keep up the fight to protect the ACA.  

For decades our health centers have been providers to the entire community, regardless of ability to 

pay or citizenship status. We feel strongly that every individual in our country is entitled to access to 

care and we aim to ensure that access remains regardless of the proposals from the federal 

government. As you are aware, the Immigration Executive Orders already signed by the president, in 

addition to and those that are currently in draft form, could impact our patients and their 

communities tremendously.  We stand beside you in your fight for all of California’s residents. 

We would also like to comment on proposals by the Republican Leadership in Congress to remove 

Planned Parenthood from the Medicaid program and redirect funds to FQHCs.  As we stated in a 

letter to you in 2015, we strongly believe enactment of such a proposal would negatively impact the 

health of our community.  Any policies that eliminate or diminish Planned Parenthood’s role in our 

state’s comprehensive network of care would put untenable stress on the remaining health centers 

and we do not have the capacity for such an increase in care.  
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Thank you for your continued support of health centers and the communities we serve. We 

encourage you or your staff to visit our health centers to learn more about the services and care that 

is provided to California’s most vulnerable residents.  CaliforniaHealth+ Advocates would be happy to 

help coordinate these visits.  

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Carmela Castellano-Garcia, Esq. 
President and CEO 
  
 


