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CaliforniaHealth+ Advocates Statement in response to the Congressional Budget Office Score on the  
American Health Care Act (AHCA) 

 
Sacramento - CaliforniaHealth+ Advocates President and CEO Carmela Castellano-Garcia released the 
following statement today in response to the Congressional Budget Office’s (CBO) score on the American 
Health Care Act (AHCA): 
 
“The CBO’s score reaffirms the fact that House Republicans were completely irresponsible to support a bill 
that will cause 23 million people to lose health insurance. California’s Republican Congressional Delegation 
ignored the fact that many of their own constituents are likely to lose access to affordable, quality health 
care under the AHCA. Unlike the House, I hope the Senate takes this score into consideration as they move 
forward on health care legislation. ” 
 
The AHCA (also known as Trump Care) rolls back the Medicaid Expansion, which has proven to be one of 
the most important aspects of the ACA.  The Medicaid expansion provides comprehensive coverage to 
some of the most chronically ill people who have no other healthcare options. Using federal funding cuts 
that start in 2019, Trump Care would force states to limit eligibility and benefits, eliminating access to 
care for millions of hard-working families.  
 
House Republicans passed the American Health Care Act on May 4 without a CBO Score.  Today the score 
was released and shows that House Republicans voted to take health insurance away from 23 million 
people by 2026.  The bill they passed will cause insurance markets to become unstable for one-sixth of 
the US population, where people with pre-existing conditions will see a dramatic increase in 
premiums.  The bill cuts over $800 billion from the Medicaid program to pay for over $700 billion in tax 
cuts. 
 
Ultimately, the American Health Care Act will have a catastrophic impact on community health centers 

and the patients that rely on them.  

 
About the CaliforniaHealth+ Advocates 
 
CaliforniaHealth+ Advocates is committed to advancing the mission of California’s community health 
centers, who provide care to one in seven Californians each year. Community health centers provide 
comprehensive, high quality health care to everyone who walks through their doors, in a compassionate 
and culturally sensitive manner.  
 
Community health centers include federally qualified health centers (FQHC) and FQHC look-a-likes, 
community clinics, free clinics, rural health clinics, migrant health centers, Indian health service clinics, 
and family planning clinics.  
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Services include comprehensive primary and preventive care, women’s health, dental, mental health, 
substance use treatment, health education, outreach and enrollment, pharmacy and more.  
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