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The Better Care Reconciliation Act  

 After weeks of dismantling our health care system behind closed doors and outside of the democratic 
process, Senate Republicans have finally released draft language of their bill to repeal and replace 
Obamacare.  
 

 The Better Care Reconciliation Act is just as bad for California as the House-passed American Heath Care 
Act. 
 

 Even though the Senate promised to “start from scratch,” it seems as though they have doubled down on 
some of the most destructive provisions from the House-passed American Health Care Act.  
 

 The Better Care Reconciliation Act will transfer a massive amount of money from the poor to the rich. 
 

 This bill abandons the nation’s most vulnerable communities and is completely void of human decency.  
 

 Rolling back the Medicaid expansion and capping Medicaid spending will cause hundreds of thousands of 
Californians to lose their insurance coverage and have a devastating impact on their health, not to 
mention the larger health care system. 

 
Medicaid 

 The Better Health Care Act ends the enhanced federal match for the Medicaid expansion in 2024, with 
cuts to the federal match starting in 2021. The Medicaid Expansion was extremely successful in California 
and provides coverage to some of the most chronically ill people who have no other health care options. 
Ending the Medicaid Expansion is not an option for a healthy and robust California.   
 

 Even though The Better Care Reconciliation Act allocates an additional $422 million to community health 
centers, these funds in no way compensate for the massive amount of money lost through the rollback of 
the Medicaid Expansion.  
 

Per Capita Cap 

 The Senate legislation mirrors the House-passed AHCA in that it shifts Medicaid to a per capita cap with a 
state option for a block grant.  
 

 If Medicaid moved to a per capita cap, there is a strong possibility that coverage programs would be cut, 
care would be rationed, and the health of our patients would suffer. 
 

 Per capita cap is a financial solution -- not a healthcare solution. We should not balance our nation’s 
budget on the backs of the working poor and our most vulnerable communities.  

 
Private Market 

 The Senate bill repeals the employer and individual mandates, and then begins chipping away at the 
subsidies that make it possible for Americans to purchase health insurance in the private market.   

 



Page | 2  
 

 For example, the legislation allows the subsidies that Californians use to purchase insurance in Covered 
California to continue as-is for 2 years, then scales back eligibility from 400 percent of the Federal Poverty 
Level to 350 percent FPL. This will leave hundreds of thousands of low income Californians scraping to 
continue paying for insurance without subsidies.  
 

 The legislation also eliminates insurance cost-sharing subsidies after 2 years, which means that the lowest 
income Californians who DO manage to purchase insurance through Covered California will not even 
qualify for reductions in their out of pocket costs.  They will be forced to pay the full price of co-pays, 
deductibles, and other cost sharing.  
 

 The legislation also redefines Qualified Health Plan to no longer include plans that provide abortion 
coverage 
 

Planned Parenthood 

 The Better Care Reconciliation Act removes Planned Parenthood from the Medicaid Program for one 
year. 
 

 Any policies that eliminate or diminish Planned Parenthood’s role in our state’s comprehensive network 
of care would put untenable stress on remaining health centers. We do not have the capacity for such an 
increase.  
 

 Planned Parenthood currently operates 115 health centers in California and serves over 850,000 patients 
through 1.5 million encounters annually.  

 

 Planned Parenthood’s role as a comprehensive provider of care is critical part of California’s primary care 
delivery system. They are a provider of choice to hundreds of thousands of women and men who seek 
out a variety of essential healthcare services.   

 

 Planned Parenthood health centers in California perform 75,000 breast examinations and 96,000 cervical 
cancer screenings annually.  They also perform 1.5 million tests and treatments for sexually transmitted 
diseases and infections and provide contraception to 631,000 patients.  Planned Parenthood health 
centers also teach sexual health education programs to 207,000 people annually.  

 
The Affordable Care Act  
 

 In California, the Affordable Care Act is working! It should not be repealed but if it is, it certainly cannot 
be repealed without a viable alternative ready and in place.   

 

 Thanks to our work, people are healthier. Communities are healthier. Parents can go to work, children 
can go to school, and tens of thousands of healthcare workers have good jobs that provide for their 
families. 

 

 We cannot abandon the progress and success of the Affordable Care Act.  
 

Success 

 The uninsured rate in California fell from 17.2% in 2013 to a historic low of 8.6% in 2015. (CHCF). For 
community clinics, it dropped from 35% in 2012 to 24% in 2015. 

http://www.census.gov/library/publications/2016/demo/p60-257.html
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 In California, the uninsured rate dropped across all racial/ethnic groups, with the greatest gains seen 
among Latinos. Between 2013 and 2015, 1.5 million additional Latinos gained coverage, and the 
uninsured rate in this population fell from 23% to 12%.(CHCF) 

 

 Over 5 million Californians have insurance as a result of the ACA — roughly a quarter of all Americans 
covered under the law. (CHCF) 

 

 3.7 million Californians enrolled in Medi-Cal under the ACA expansion — representing more than a 
quarter of the 13.6 million Californians now covered under Medi-Cal. 1.4 million bought insurance on 
Covered California. 1.2 million received federal subsidies. 

 

 Community health centers saw a 63% increase in the number of Medi-Cal insured patients from 2013-
2015. According to a study by the California HealthCare Foundation (CHCF), safety-net clinics are 
providing care to 54 percent, or 1.3 million, new patients enrolled in California’s Medicaid managed care 
plans after expansion. 

 

 Covered California, the state’s health insurance marketplace, built a competitive marketplace that puts 
1.2 million consumers in the driver’s seat, giving them the power to select plans and providers.  

 

 Last month, Covered California reported that 60 percent of consumers receiving tax credits can get a 
Bronze plan for less than $10 per month that provides free preventive care and protection for high-cost 
medical events. Consumers who are changing their plan during their renewal are saving on average, $38 
per month.   

 

 Community health centers saw a 63% increase in the number of Medi-Cal insured patients from 2013-
2015. According to a study by the California HealthCare Foundation (CHCF), safety-net clinics are 
providing care to 54 percent, or 1.3 million, new patients enrolled in California’s Medicaid managed care 
plans after expansion. 

 
Repeal 

 If the ACA is repealed, 5 million people will lose their insurance coverage, 200,000 jobs will be lost, and 
the state’s gross domestic product will take a $20 billion hit.  
 

 Counties with high Medi-Cal enrollment, like those in the central valley and rural areas would be 
particularly hard hit.  

 

 ACA repeal would eliminate an estimated 209,000 California jobs (135,000 in healthcare). (UC Berkley 
Labor Center) 

 

 California’s GDP would take a $20 billion hit and the state would lose 1.5 billion in tax revenue. (UC 
Berkley Labor Center) 

 

 Fresno, Kern, San Bernardino, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, and Tulare County would be especially harmed due 
to their community’s high level of reliance on Medi-Cal expansion and above average unemployment 
rates. (UC Berkley Labor Center) 

 

http://www.coveredca.com/news/
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