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Congressional Budget Office Score  

 The Congressional Budget Office’s score of the Senate’s health care bill – the Better Care Reconciliation 
Act – shows just how devastating the bill will be for California and the rest of the country. 
 

 Twenty-two million people will lose insurance by 2026, including 15 million who will lose Medicaid 
coverage. 
 

 In California alone, almost 2.5 million people will lose insurance coverage under this devastating bill. 
(estimate from the Center for American Progress) 
 

 The bill will cut vital services for the poor, disabled and elderly through $772 billion in cuts to the 
Medicaid program all to pay for $750 billion in tax cuts, mainly to benefit the wealthy and corporations.  
 

 The bill cuts the exchange subsidies by $424 billion and will make insurance unaffordable for many low-
income Americans.  
 

 Bottom line: The BRCA is not a good bill for community health centers or the people we serve. 
 
The Better Care Reconciliation Act  

 After weeks of dismantling our health care system behind closed doors and outside of the democratic 
process, Senate Republicans finally released draft language of their bill to repeal and replace Obamacare.  

 

 Even though the Senate promised to “start from scratch,” it seems as though they have doubled down on 
some of the most destructive provisions from the House-passed American Health Care Act.  
 

 The Better Care Reconciliation Act will transfer a massive amount of money from the poor to the rich. 
 

 This bill abandons the nation’s most vulnerable communities and is completely void of human decency.  
 

 Rolling back the Medicaid expansion and capping Medicaid spending will cause hundreds of thousands of 
Californians to lose their insurance coverage and have a devastating impact on their health, not to 
mention the larger health care system. 

Medicaid 

 The Better Health Care Act ends the enhanced federal match for the Medicaid expansion in 2024, with 
cuts to the federal match starting in 2021. The Medicaid Expansion was extremely successful in California 
and provides coverage to some of the most chronically ill people who have no other health care options. 
Ending the Medicaid Expansion is not an option for a healthy and robust California.   
 

 Even though The Better Care Reconciliation Act allocates an additional $422 million to community health 
centers, these funds in no way compensate for the massive amount of money lost through the rollback of 
the Medicaid Expansion.  
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Per Capita Cap 

 The Senate legislation mirrors the House-passed AHCA in that it shifts Medicaid to a per capita cap with a 
state option for a block grant.  
 

 If Medicaid moved to a per capita cap, there is a strong possibility that coverage programs would be cut, 
care would be rationed, and the health of our patients would suffer. 
 

 Per capita cap is a financial solution -- not a healthcare solution. We should not balance our nation’s 
budget on the backs of the working poor and our most vulnerable communities.  

 
Private Market 

 The Senate bill repeals the employer and individual mandates, and then begins chipping away at the 
subsidies that make it possible for Americans to purchase health insurance in the private market.   

 

 For example, the legislation allows the subsidies that Californians use to purchase insurance in Covered 
California to continue as-is for 2 years, then scales back eligibility from 400 percent of the Federal Poverty 
Level to 350 percent FPL. This will leave hundreds of thousands of low income Californians scraping to 
continue paying for insurance without subsidies.  
 

 The legislation also eliminates insurance cost-sharing subsidies after 2 years, which means that the lowest 
income Californians who DO manage to purchase insurance through Covered California will not even 
qualify for reductions in their out of pocket costs.  They will be forced to pay the full price of co-pays, 
deductibles, and other cost sharing.  
 

 The legislation also redefines Qualified Health Plan to no longer include plans that provide abortion 
coverage 
 


