
   (916) 503-9130  
 healthplusadvocates.org  
 1231  I Street, Suite 400, Sacramento, CA  95814 

 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE        
June 27, 2017 
 
Contact: Andrea Chavez 
Phone:  916-503-9130  
Andrea@healthplusadvocates.org 
 
 

CaliforniaHealth+ Advocates Statement on Governor Brown’s Approval of the 2017-18 Budget 

 Sacramento – CaliforniaHealth+ Advocates President and CEO Carmela Castellano-Garcia released the 

following statement today in response to Governor Jerry Brown’s approval of the 2017-18 Budget: 

 “We applaud the Governor’s commitment to protecting health care services and funding in California. We 

are thrilled to see that the Administration has reinstated the $100 million for primary care workforce 

development. These critical funds are needed now more than ever to combat California’s primary care 

workforce crisis. These funds will help stabilize and expand primary care residency programs—including 

teaching health centers—and help recruit providers to practice in medically underserved areas.“ 

 The $100 million in healthcare workforce funding was a part of last year’s enacted budget, which 

includes $33.4 million that was targeted for allocation to these important programs this year. The 

Legislature reinstated this funding after the Governor removed it in his 2017-18 budget proposal. This 

budget investment, originally negotiated during the 2016-27 budget process, came at the urging of a 

broad coalition of statewide healthcare organizations including The California Academy of Family 

Physicians (CAFP), CaliforniaHealth+ Advocates, California Hospital Association (CHA) and the California 

Medical Association (CMA). 

 Additionally, the State Budget also commits $20 million for a Lifeline Grant Program for community 

clinics impacted by Federal funding cuts. In a time of uncertainty, these funds will ensure that California’s 

community health centers will remain open. 

 About the CaliforniaHealth+ Advocates 

CaliforniaHealth+ Advocates is committed to advancing the mission of California’s community health 

centers, who provide care to one in seven Californians each year. Community health centers provide 

comprehensive, high quality health care to everyone who walks through their doors, in a compassionate 

and culturally sensitive manner. Community health centers include federally qualified health centers 

(FQHC) and FQHC look-alikes, community clinics, free clinics, rural health clinics, migrant health centers, 

Indian health service clinics, and family planning clinics. Services include comprehensive primary and 

preventive care, women’s health, dental, mental health, substance use treatment, health education, 

outreach and enrollment, pharmacy and more.  
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