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Congressional Budget Preliminary Report [source: CBO report] 

 The Congressional Budget Office’s score of the Senate’s proposed “repeal only” health care bill – the 
Obamacare Repeal Reconciliation Act –underscores how devastating a straight ACA repeal will be for 
California 
.  

 17 million Americans will lose health care coverage by 2018. This increases to 27 million by 2020, and 32 
million by 2026. 
 

 Premiums for insurance policies purchased through the marketplaces or directly from insurers would 
increase by 25% (relative to projections under current law) in 2018, 50% by 2020, and 100% by 2026. 
 

 The bill would eliminate Medicaid expansion nationwide, and repeal subsidies for health insurance 
premiums obtained through marketplaces beginning in 2020. 
 

 In California, eliminating Medicaid expansion would mean over 4 million Californians (4.198 million) 
would be dropped from coverage. [source: KFF Analysis] 
 

 In California, this bill would cut federal Medicaid funding by $180 billion between 2020 and 2026. [source: 
KFF Analysis] 

 

 The bill eliminates the mandate that requires employers with more than 50 employees to offer health 
coverage.  
 

 Under this bill, the CBO estimates that by 2020, 50% of Americans will live in areas where no insurers will 
be able to offer plans in the individual market (neither in the marketplace nor directly). This proportion 
increases to 75% by 2026.  
 

 Bottom line: The ORRA leaves millions uninsured and unable to purchase insurance even if they wanted 
to and/or could afford it. It’s a bad bill for community health centers and for the people we serve. 

 
Success of ACA 

 The uninsured rate in California fell from 17.2% in 2013 to a historic low of 8.6% in 2015. (CHCF). For 
community clinics, it dropped from 35% in 2012 to 24% in 2015. 

 

 In California, the uninsured rate dropped across all racial/ethnic groups, with the greatest gains seen 
among Latinos. Between 2013 and 2015, 1.5 million additional Latinos gained coverage, and the 
uninsured rate in this population fell from 23% to 12%.(CHCF) 

 

 Over 5 million Californians have insurance as a result of the ACA — roughly a quarter of all Americans 
covered under the law. (CHCF) 

                                            

 3.7 million Californians enrolled in Medi-Cal under the ACA expansion — representing more than a 
quarter of the 13.6 million Californians now covered under Medi-Cal. 1.4 million bought insurance on 
Covered California. 1.2 million received federal subsidies. 

https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/115th-congress-2017-2018/costestimate/52939-hr1628amendment.pdf
http://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/state-by-state-estimates-of-reductions-in-federal-medicaid-funding-under-repeal-of-the-aca-medicaid-expansion/?utm_campaign=KFF-2017-July-BCRA-State-Estimates&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=54432340&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-85SDJMr-Bo7SrdTarWcrwFG8BArpZGN4yZ-Zs1LOc0XEE0PurYrSlwpHNS2Z1qJw0CfkGN2eaYo5yM7dqRQfUCFB8dog&_hsmi=54432340
http://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/state-by-state-estimates-of-reductions-in-federal-medicaid-funding-under-repeal-of-the-aca-medicaid-expansion/?utm_campaign=KFF-2017-July-BCRA-State-Estimates&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=54432340&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-85SDJMr-Bo7SrdTarWcrwFG8BArpZGN4yZ-Zs1LOc0XEE0PurYrSlwpHNS2Z1qJw0CfkGN2eaYo5yM7dqRQfUCFB8dog&_hsmi=54432340
http://www.census.gov/library/publications/2016/demo/p60-257.html
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 Community health centers saw a 63% increase in the number of Medi-Cal insured patients from 2013-
2015. According to a study by the California HealthCare Foundation (CHCF), safety-net clinics are 
providing care to 54 percent, or 1.3 million, new patients enrolled in California’s Medicaid managed care 
plans after expansion. 

 

 Covered California, the state’s health insurance marketplace, built a competitive marketplace that puts 
1.2 million consumers in the driver’s seat, giving them the power to select plans and providers.  

 

 Last month, Covered California reported that 60 percent of consumers receiving tax credits can get a 
Bronze plan for less than $10 per month that provides free preventive care and protection for high-cost 
medical events. Consumers who are changing their plan during their renewal are saving on average, $38 
per month.   

 

 Community health centers saw a 63% increase in the number of Medi-Cal insured patients from 2013-
2015. According to a study by the California HealthCare Foundation (CHCF), safety-net clinics are 
providing care to 54 percent, or 1.3 million, new patients enrolled in California’s Medicaid managed care 
plans after expansion. 
 

 Since May 2016, over 180,000 undocumented children have enrolled in comprehensive Medi-Cal 

coverage under the Health4AllKids (Senate Bill 75) expansion.  

 

  Despite a changing uncertain federal landscape, California continues to successfully enroll low-income 

children— regardless of their immigration status—into Medi-Cal health coverage.  

 
Repeal of ACA 

 If the ACA is repealed, 5 million people will lose their insurance coverage, 200,000 jobs will be lost, and 
the state’s gross domestic product will take a $20 billion hit.  
 

 Counties with high Medi-Cal enrollment, like those in the central valley and rural areas would be 
particularly hard hit.  

 ACA repeal would eliminate an estimated 209,000 California jobs (135,000 in healthcare). (UC Berkley 
Labor Center) 

 

 California’s GDP would take a $20 billion hit and the state wohispanuld lose 1.5 billion in tax revenue. (UC 
Berkley Labor Center) 

 

 Fresno, Kern, San Bernardino, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, and Tulare County would be especially harmed due 
to their community’s high level of reliance on Medi-Cal expansion and above average unemployment 
rates. (UC Berkley Labor Center) 

 
Replacement of ACA 

 If there is repeal, we cannot delay the replacement. It invites unnecessary stress and chaos for 
communities whoa already struggle to make it through the day and put food on the table.  

 

http://www.coveredca.com/news/
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 Coverage: Broad coverage programs that provide access to care for all Californians. We cannot abandon 
the five million Californians who received coverage through the Medi-Cal expansion and Covered 
California.  

 

 Affordability: The coverage programs have to be affordable. For a family of four who earns $30,000 a 
year, seemly insignificant premiums can be derail their coverage hopes. (Medicaid expansion family 
income for family of four) 

 

 Access: Coverage doesn’t guarantee access to care. As a nation, we need to remain committed to 
strengthening our safety-net healthcare infrastructure and training healthcare professionals who reflect 
the communities they serve.  

 


