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Value of Community Health Centers  

 Today, more than 1,200 community health centers serve the state of California, and provide 
comprehensive, high quality care to 6.2 million people – one out of every seven Californians.   
 

 Community Health Centers provide the full spectrum of care, from primary care to dental to behavioral 
health care and a variety of enabling and wraparound services.  
 

 Many rural communities throughout California, community health centers serve as the only source of 
medical and wellness care for middle- and working-class families in the region.  
 

 In these communities, health centers are an important engine supporting local economies, bringing in 
an infusion of crucial state and federal funds to isolated areas and providing high-paying professional 
jobs for local residents. 

 

 Health centers and community –based nonprofits often have the technical expertise, linguistic 
readiness, or cultural competence that is needed to provide a certain service or reach a particular 
population.  
 

 We are health care providers who are mission-driven, and we will continue to work tirelessly to bring 
community-based care to Californians regardless of their ability to pay. 
 

AB 1250  

 Assembly Bill 1250 (Jones-Sawyer) establishes extensive contract procurement and renewal 
requirements for 57 of California’s 58 counties. 
 

 California counties currently contract with health centers, and their regional clinic associations, for a 
variety of health and social services.   

 

 The requirements outlined in AB 1250 would likely present barriers for Federally Qualified Health 
Centers (FQHCs) to partner with counties, significantly reducing county contracts with health centers 
and other nonprofit service providers. 
 

 The reporting requirements outlined in AB 1250 go beyond current state and federal requirements, 
which will increase administrative costs resulting in less money to be used for services.  
 

 The contract requirements in AB 1250 will likely cause contracts to come to a halt or be so delayed that 
FQHCs are forced to pull back services for patients.  
 

 AB 1250 threatens health centers’ longstanding and successful county contracts for programs and 
services. 
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Health Center Contracts  

 Community health centers are an extension of the county, providing critical services to undeserved 
communities.  
 

 Across the state, health centers are increasingly contracting with counties to help county governments 
meet the needs of their communities. 
 

 [INSERT HEALTH CENTER NAME] has a long history of contracting with the county.  
 

 We currently have [INSERT INFORMATION ABOUT NUMBER AND TYPES OF COUNTY CONTRACTS]. 
 

 These contracts help our health center extend services to continue to provide quality services – beyond 
just primary care - to California’s most vulnerable populations.  
 

 Restricting - or even losing - these contracts will directly and unfairly impact our patients.   
o [GIVE INFORMATION ON SERVICES LOST & IMPACT TO PATIENTS]  

 
Our Ask 

 While we support public accountability, the unintended consequences this bill will likely restrict the 
services we provide and directly impact our patients.  
 

 While recent amendments added to AB 1250 address some of the disclosure and audit requirement 
concerns, the bill continues to create a contracting environment that will disrupt services that our 
patients rely on.  
 

 We ask that AB 1250 not be released to the floor this month as further negotiations are needed, 
otherwise it is our patients and communities that will suffer as services become more restricted.  

 


