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CaliforniaHealth+ Advocates Statement on Governor Brown’s 2017 Revised Budget Proposal 
 
Sacramento - CaliforniaHealth+ Advocates President and CEO Carmela Castellano-Garcia released the 
following statement today in response to Governor Jerry Brown’s Revised 2017 Budget Proposal: 
 
“Health care in America is at a tipping point right now and Governor Brown’s revised budget must be 

examined through that lens.  We commend the Governor’s proposal to stop the Newly Qualified 

Immigrant wrap – it sends a strong message that California is inclusive and welcoming of immigrants,” 

said Castellano-Garcia. “However, the revised budget fails to recognize the full extent of the state’s 

workforce crisis by neglecting to reinstate the $100 million commitment to primary care workforce 

that California so desperately needs. Furthermore, the Administration’s proposed changes to the 340B 

prescription Drug Discount Program will have a detrimental impact on patients. Our nation’s health 

care system is facing tremendous destabilization. We must stand and defend the services and 

programs for California’s Medi-Cal beneficiaries.” 

In his 2017-18 budget proposal, Governor Brown eliminates all $100 million in healthcare workforce 
funding that was part of last years enacted budget which includes $33.4 million that was targeted for 
allocation to these important programs this year. The revised budget fails to reinstate these funds. 
Overall, this creates a detrimental effect on the number of residents trained in California and limits our 
ability to address the workforce shortages that persist and affect patient access.  This budget 
investment, originally negotiated during the 2016-27 budget process, came at the urging of a broad 
coalition of statewide healthcare organizations including The California Academy of Family Physicians 
(CAFP), CaliforniaHealth+ Advocates, California Hospital Association (CHA) and the California Medical 
Association (CMA). 
 
Additionally, the Administration’s proposed changes to the 340B Drug Discount Program (340B Program) 
will force a contraction of the 340B Program. If enacted, the proposal will have a detrimental impact on 
6.2 million health center patients in California.  Community health centers use the 340B Program savings 
to enhance and bolster services that are otherwise not possible through standard Medi-Cal 
reimbursement. Savings are used for a wide variety of important services, including supporting 
homeless outreach, extending hours of operation, and transportation services. 
 
About the CaliforniaHealth+ Advocates 
 
CaliforniaHealth+ Advocates is committed to advancing the mission of California’s community health 
centers, who provide care to one in seven Californians each year. Community health centers provide 
comprehensive, high quality health care to everyone who walks through their doors, in a compassionate 
and culturally sensitive manner.  
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Community health centers include federally qualified health centers (FQHC) and FQHC look-a-likes, 
community clinics, free clinics, rural health clinics, migrant health centers, Indian health service clinics, 
and family planning clinics.  
 
Services include comprehensive primary and preventive care, women’s health, dental, mental health, 
substance use treatment, health education, outreach and enrollment, pharmacy and more.  
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