
Development Review Committee 

Tuesday, June 11, 2019 at 8:00 a.m. 

180 East 5th Street, Conference Room B 

 

Attendees: Paul Mandell (chair), Chris Dettling, John Ganey, Catherine Sweet, Todd Gray, Erin S., Crystal 

Meriwether, James McClean, Chris Smith, Emily Larson, Ann Idzia, Shevek McKee, Emma Burns, Tom 

Erickson, Joe Spencer, Jon Fure, Tabitha Benci DeRango, Anna Lavanger 

1. Beacon Interfaith is approaching the City of Saint Paul for $750,000 in City of Saint Paul Housing 

Trust Fund money to contribute to the financing of the renovation of the American House. Their 

representative, Mr. Chris Dettling, passed around a handout with a summary of the project and 

pro-forma. This building provides low-barrier, single-room occupancy with shared bathrooms 

and kitchen to very low-income individuals, many of whom have experience homelessness. This 

building provides on-site supportive services for residents via Avivo (non-profit). The project will 

be a light interior renovation on the community and program space in order to better serve the 

residents. Currently, there is not 24-hour security, but this renovation will add a front desk and 

entrance vestibule to allow increased security.  

 

A committee member asked a question about what happens when tenants break the rules of 

the property. Mr. Dettling responded that everyone has a lease but eviction is the last resort. 

The service providers are there to work with the offender and try to find a solution to the issue 

before resorting to eviction, they will do everything they can before asking a resident to move 

out. Another committee member asked what CRC can do as the engagement arm of downtown 

St. Paul to welcome these residents to the community. Tabitha DeRango said she had visited 

their building and recently engaged with them to inform them of CRC and it’s role. 

 

James McClean made a motion to approve the American House project and grant application, 

Linda McBrayer seconded. The motion carried.  

 

2. Tabitha Benci DeRango updated the committee about the community engagement strategy for 

updating the comprehensive plan. The plan is to have a design forum within each 

“neighborhood” of District 17. Tabitha asked the committee for help thinking of places and 

spaces to hold these forums. She has booked the Rice Park area forum at the library from 10-11 

a.m., immediately following the next Development Review Committee meeting on July 9th, 

asking if some committee members might be able to join this event. She then solicited 

suggestions for other places, citing that Katherine Sweet had shown her the Pioneer Endicott 

community space. Paul Mandell provided contact information for the veterans building, Jim 

Stolpestad might have some spaces, Chris Beckstrom brought up doing one in a park, other 

committee members suggested Tin Whiskers, Pedro Park or Fitzgerald Park. Tabitha reached out 

to several groups about having group-specific forums (like St. Paul Festivals organization), and 

will be attending a Downtown Alliance meeting.  

 



3. The group discussed how they can track the progress of these plans over time. Ideas included 

CRC holding a yearly check-in to track the progress of the plan with all related stakeholders. Lucy 

Thompson (city planner) recommended there be a new task force for this topic, Tabitha wants 

to ensure there is engagement with residents prior to the forming of a task force. The 

committee continued to discuss the downtown development plan, including putting into a 

format that can be edited and updated. Reiterated that there should be an annual meeting to 

check on the progress. Tabitha asked the group for suggestions about dates, times, and venues 

to hold these “neighborhood” engagement meeting. 

 

4. The committee discussed the upcoming annual meeting. Tabitha has a plan to break the 

attendees into 5 groups to discuss the 5 topics of the downtown development comprehensive 

plan.  

 

5. The group discussed the City of St. Paul, Principle Planner, Lucy Thompson would be retiring and 

thought it would be a nice gesture to write her a letter of appreciation and perhaps try to 

coordinate a gift by a Lowertown artist.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:55 a.m. 

 

 


