
CapitolRiver Council Meeting Agenda 

July 31, 2018, 5:30-7:00 p.m. 

Location: Conference Room B, 180 East 5th Street 

Board of Directors Organizational Orientation Meeting 

Agenda 

I. Welcome, Call to order, Introductions: Chair Tom Erickson  5:30-5:33 pm 

II. Appointed Members: The following organizations are seeking to appoint a  

CRC Board Member to a 1-year term: Kati Berg - Friends of Pedro Park Expansion,  

Nick Cusick - Visit Saint Paul, Amanda Feist - Central Library, Brett Greenfield - BOMA,  

Jennifer Hensley - The M, Emily Larson - Saint Paul Arts Collective, and  

Channon Lemon - Saint Paul Area Chamber of Commerce.  5:33-5:35 pm 

III. Presentation by U of M Humphrey Institute Students – recommendations for  

CapitolRiver Council / Q and A.  5:35-6:00 pm 

IV. Election of Officers 6:00-6:15 pm 

V. Regular Monthly Meeting Date / Time 6:15-6:25 pm 

VI. Code of Conduct 6:25-6:30 pm 

VII. Review / approve May 23, 2018 Meeting Minutes and June 27, 2018  

Annual Meeting Minutes 6:30-6:33 pm 

VIII. Overview of CRC Work Plan / Opportunities to get involved 6:33-6:40 pm 

IX. Committee Updates 

a. Public Realm: Chair Alesia G. Thompson 

Motion to write a letter to the mayor, copied to the City Council Members, and the City’s 

Director of Parks and Recreation, expressing our concern that the City’s engagement 

efforts related to Pedro Park design were poorly executed; residents and representatives 

from CRC who attended meetings were shut down when they expressed concerns.  

 6:40-6:50 pm 

b. Skyway Governance Advisory Committee: Jon Fure 6:50-6:55 pm 

X. Financial Reports 6:55-7:00 pm 

XI. Adjournment   7:00 pm 

Upcoming CRC Meeting Schedule / Location 

August 14, 8 am – Development Review Committee  Conference Room B 

August 21, 5 pm – Public Realm Committee  Conference Room B 

August 24, 9 am – Skyway Governance Advisory Committee  Conference Room B 

To Be Determined – CRC Board of Directors Meeting  Conference Room B 



MISSION 

CapitolRiver Council, an official advisory group to the City Council, represents and works in partnership with 

all District 17 stakeholders to act on urban planning and community building efforts as part of a shared vision to 

support sustainable, safe, healthy, and vibrant neighborhoods. 

Appointed Member Candidate Bios 

The following applications have been received to appoint a CRC Board Member to a 1-year term.  

Organization / Appointee: Friends of Pedro Park Expansion / Kati Berg 

Bio: My interest in serving on the CRC board is rooted in my desire to expand parkland downtown and bring 

more residential amenities to new parkland. Also to see Saint Paul harnessing its tourism potential. I am a 

downtown resident, and I write a blog about downtown life with a family @skywaymom.com. I served on the 

CRC Skyway Governance Advisory Committee in 2015 and 2016, and was elected to the governing board of 

Central Presbyterian Church for 2018-2021. I formed and serve as chair of Friends of Pedro Park Expansion, 

2017 to present. I am a real estate business owner with rental properties in Saint Paul and Rochester, Minn., and 

I am the mother of two awesome kids, learning Chinese at Saint Paul’s Jie Ming Mandarin Immersion 

Academy.  

Organization / Appointee: Visit Saint Paul / Nick Cusick  

Bio: I am an employee for Visit Saint Paul, where I have been for three years, and I’m interested in all areas of 

downtown, as Visit Saint Paul promotes and works with business in all areas. Visit Saint Paul’s mission is to 

generate economic growth for Saint Paul by effectively marketing the RiverCentre campus, Saint Paul and the 

region as a preferred convention and tourism destination. Visit Saint Paul oversees management of the Saint 

Paul RiverCentre Convention Center and Legendary Roy Wilkins Auditorium. This past year, I served on the 

CRC board as Visit Saint Paul’s appointed member. I was also recently elected as a board member for the Saint 

Paul Festival & Heritage Foundation and named a 30 Under 30 award winner by Destinations International, the 

professional organization that represents destination marketing organizations and conventions and visitors 

bureaus worldwide. I have been a volunteer crew leader for the National Park Service and Mississippi Park 

Connection. Before moving back to the Saint Paul area, I served as a committee member for Muscatine, Iowa’s 

Downtown Action Alliance while I was Director of the Muscatine Convention & Visitors Bureau.   

Organization / Appointee: Saint Paul Central Library / Amanda Feist 

Bio: As manager of the Nicholson Workforce and Innovation Center at the City of Saint Paul’s George Latimer 

Central Library in downtown Saint Paul, I specialize in services related to economic development. I help the 

many residents utilizing the library to search for work or develop job skills, start or work on their small 

businesses, and any related research needs. I also run downtown’s only free makerspace, the Innovation Lab, 

which gives our community access to more advanced technology such as 3D printing, music production 

equipment and design software. The library is truly at the heart of downtown, serving youth and adults, rich and 

poor, tourists and residents. In 2017 we saw 181,128 in-person visits and 1.2 million virtual visits. We provide 

resources and partner with other organizations to connect the community to the information they need. 

Downtown we work with other social service agencies to help people experiencing homelessness, partner with 

schools to support and enhance education and early literacy, and with other government agencies to assist the 

public in navigating their complex systems. We are also a cultural institution connecting community to local art 

– literary, performance and education. To this end the library is a founding member of Creative Saint Paul, a 

local arts coalition, and also a part of the Rice Park Association. Our building manager serves on the board of 

Heading Home Ramsey, a regional initiative to end homelessness; we are a member of the Saint Paul Area 

Chamber of Commerce, and many other local task forces and initiatives. Our mission to serve the local 



community aligns closely with that of the CRC, and the nature of our work means that we have a keen 

understanding of residents’ strengths and struggles.   

Organization / Appointee: Building Owners and Managers Association (BOMA) / Brett Greenfield  

Bio: I am a resident of Saint Paul. As a portfolio manager with Colliers International I manage commercial 

properties throughout the Twin Cities area and have been involved with Saint Paul and Minneapolis BOMA for 

many years. I currently serve on the BOMA Board and was BOMA’s appointed member on the CRC board in 

2017 and the first part of 2018.  

Organization / Appointee: The M / Jennifer Hensley  

Bio: Jenn Hensley is the Director of Operations for the Minnesota Museum of American Art (the M), handling 

the museum's finance, HR, and project management roles. She is also a downtown resident. Her previous 

experience includes working for the Fort Collins (Colorado) Downtown Development Authority, where she was 

Financial Coordinator and Creative Director. In working with local artists in Fort Collins, she found a lack of 

opportunities for emerging artists and created a downtown arts activation program. Jenn also co-founded the 

Fort Collins Mural Project while also serving as treasurer in the Denver Art Museum’s CultureHaus 

organization. She currently serves as an appointed member of the Capitol River Council board, a member of the 

4th Street Working District, and a board member of the Museum of Minneapolis. A native of Texas, she holds a 

Master’s degree in Public Accountancy from West Texas A&M University 

Organization / Appointee: Saint Paul Arts Collective / Emily Larson 

Bio: I am interested in continuing to serve on the CRC board of directors as a neighborhood resident committed 

to helping develop a vibrant, inclusive, thriving and sustainable community. Public participation is essential for 

seeing that vision come to fruition, and for me, that beings by stepping forward to contribute my time and 

talents. I am the Vice Chair for the Saint Paul Arts Collective. The arts are an indispensable and valuable part of 

community and economic life in Saint Paul. In the Lowertown area and all of downtown, the arts contribute to 

our community identity. I hope to promote the vibrancy that art brings to community life and help develop 

economic benefits for both artists and non-art businesses. Public service includes a responsibility to listen to and 

act in the interests of all members of society, particularly those who do not have a voice at the table. Creating 

opportunities for feedback is not always good enough. It is necessary to seek out and encourage input from 

underrepresented people and listen to their opinions. I hope to expand inclusivity in the activities of the CRC. I 

work for the University of Minnesota as Budget Analyst in the University Budget Office, and I completed my 

Master of Public Affairs degree earlier this year at the University’s Hubert H. Humphrey School of Public 

Affairs.  

Organization / Appointee: Saint Paul Area Chamber of Commerce / Channon Lemon 

Bio: As a voice for regional business, the Saint Paul Area Chamber of Commerce is committed to the vitality of 

the Saint Paul Central Business District. We seek to partner to promote and enhance a vibrant, diverse, and 

sustainable economy by growing and retaining our existing employer community and recruiting new industry 

across the East Metro. Our focus is on the workforce / talent pipeline - jobs for citizens and a more vibrant, 

livable city - quality of life for our all. Channon Lemon is an economic development and business enterprise 

professional, with experience and proven successes in leveraging corporate growth initiatives with focus on 

community impact / advancement. She serves as the economic development lead and liaison for Saint Paul 

Central Business District at the Saint Paul Area Chamber of Commerce.   


