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BACKGROUND 
 
2010 Haiti Earthquake and Cholera Outbreak  
On January 12, 2010, a 7.0 magnitude earthquake struck the Caribbean           
nation of Haiti, resulting in an injury toll of 300,000 and a death toll              
between 220,000 and 316,000 - making it one of the most deadliest            1

earthquakes in history. The force of the earthquake caused extreme          
damage to the physical infrastructure of nation, damaging hospitals;         
schools; air, land, and sea transportation facilities; and communication         
systems. In addition to the damage impacting major facilities, homes          
throughout the southern region of the nation were destroyed - leaving 1.5            
million people displaced in the immediate aftermath of the quake.  
 
In the weeks and months to follow, humanitarian aid from around the            
world poured into the nation in the form of medical supplies, food, clothing, etc. Doctors, nurses, aid workers,                  
and volunteers also made way to the nation in response to the humanitarian crisis. However, ten months                 
following the earthquake, the result of the incompetence of U.N. peacekeeping forces , Haiti was faced with                2

the worst cholera epidemic in recent history. The outbreak of cholera exacerbated an already delicate state of                 
affairs as the nation was faced with post-earthquake recovery efforts. To date, there have been over 700,000                 
cholera cases, of which over 400,000 were hospitalized and nearly 9,000 died .  3

 
What is Temporary Protected Status?  
Temporary Protected Status (TPS) is an immigration designation granted to immigrants in the United States               
who are unable to return to their countries of origin because of ongoing armed conflict, an environmental                 
disaster, an epidemic, or any other extraordinary and temporary conditions. Individuals who are TPS              
beneficiaries, during designation period, are not removable from the United States, can obtain employment              
authorization documentation, and may be granted travel authorization. Beneficiaries may also apply for             

1  DesRoches, R., Comerio, M., Eberhard, M., Mooney, W., & Rix, G. J. (2011). Overview of the 2010 Haiti earthquake. Earthquake Spectra, 27(S1), 
S1-S21. https://escweb.wr.usgs.gov/share/mooney/142.pdf  
2  Cravioto, A. (2011). Final report of the independent panel of experts on the cholera outbreak in Haiti. 
http://www.un.org/News/dh/infocus/haiti/UN-cholera-report-final.pdf  
3  Pan American Health Organization / World Health Organization. Epidemiological Update: Cholera. 18 October, Washington, D.C.: PAHO/WHO; 2016 
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_view&Itemid=270&gid=37123&lang=en  
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nonimmigrant status as well as any other immigration status, benefit, or protection for which they may be                 
eligible.  
 
TPS Designation for  Haiti  
On January 21, 2010, 9 days following the earthquake, the Secretary of Homeland Security designated 
Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for Haiti. The Department of Homeland Security, in providing justification for 
the decision, stated  

 
Given the size of the destruction and humanitarian challenges, there clearly exist extraordinary and              
temporary conditions preventing Haitian nationals from returning to Haiti in safety. Moreover, allowing             
eligible Haitian nationals to remain temporarily in the United States, as an important complement to the                
U.S. government's wider disaster relief and humanitarian aide response underway on the ground in              
Haiti, would not be contrary to the public interest.  4

 
In the years following the initial designation, Haiti has been faced with the worst cholera epidemic in recent                  
history that continues to pose a threat to the nation’s citizenry and health sector and the displacement of                  
citizens and residents that was to be further exacerbated by Hurricane Matthew in 2016. The hurricane caused                 
over $2 billion (US) in damage; a death toll between 546 to 1,600; and the destruction of nearly 200,000                   
homes - prompting the Secretary of Homeland Security to re-designate Haiti for TPS in 2011, 2012, 2014, and                  5

2016. There are currently 50,000 Haitian nationals living in the United States that are TPS beneficiaries.   6

 
Argument for Reauthorization  
 
Though TPS has been extended to January 22nd, 2018, it is imperative that the United States government                 
acknowledges the compounded impact of several environmental disasters over the past 7 years along with an                
ongoing cholera epidemic that continues to claim dozens of lives each month . Moreover, the growing numbers                7

of Haitian migrants seeking entry in the U.S. via the U.S./Mexico border is indicative of a need to chart new                    
policies, programs, and practices that move away from detention and removal and move towards holistic,               
humane treatment of Haitian nationals. In the midst of rebuilding and revitalizing its political, social, and                
economic infrastructure while managing infectious diseases that have the potential of triggering public health              
emergencies, large influxes of nationals may disrupt and negatively impact the nation’s path towards recovery.               
We urge the Department of Homeland Security to acknowledge the substantial, temporary disruptions of living               
conditions in Haiti and re-authorize Temporary Protected Status on the grounds of temporary disruption. We               
also urge the Department of Homeland Security to work alongside Congress to create pathways towards legal                
permanent residency for Haitian TPS holders.  

4  Federal Register Publications (CIS, ICE, CBP) - 2010 \ Federal Register Notices - 2010 \ Designation of Haiti for Temporary Protected Status [75 FR 
3476] [FR 5-10] https://www.uscis.gov/ilink/docView/FR/HTML/FR/0-0-0-1/0-0-0-204297/0-0-0-204369/0-0-0-204372.html  
5  UN calls for support to recovery plan as Haiti loses $2.7 billion in Hurricane Matthew. (2017, March 06). Retrieved March 14, 2017, from 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=56294#.WMf3DhLyuRs  
6  Carla N. Argueta (2017) Temporary Protected Status: Current Immigration Policy and Issues https://fas.org/sgp/crs/homesec/RS20844.pdf  
7  Epidemiological Update - Cholera - 24 February 2017. (2017, February 24). Retrieved March 14, 2017, from 
http://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/epidemiological-update-cholera-24-february-2017  
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