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This past week was a busy one on the House floor with the House debating and voting on over 40 bills.   This 
week we reached day 68 of the 90 day session and officially reached first adjournment on Thursday.   
 
The Legislature will return in late April for what is called the veto session to wrap up the remaining business 
of the session.  When the Legislature returns in April we will have updated revenue numbers on how much 
revenue the state expects to bring in for the remainder of the fiscal year.  It is widely expected that those 
numbers will not be good and the already existing budget deficit of roughly $47 million for the current fiscal 
year will be even bigger.   
 

Senate and House Pass School Finance Bill to Address Equity 
An issue that has been largely ignored by the Legislature this session is school finance.  The Kansas 
Supreme Court ruled February 11, that the Legislature was not providing equitable funding for our 
schools,  per our state constitution, and if the Legislature did not solve the issue before July 1st, our 
schools would be in danger of not opening in August.  The Supreme Court ruling came out over 42 days 
ago and for weeks the Republicans in the Legislature refused to openly address this issue.   
 
A bill introduced by Democrats Ed Trimmer and Henry Helgerson, was ignored by the Education 
Committee.  And when the Republicans developed the new plan no Democrat members were at the table 
to help.  It was presented and discussed in Appropriations Committee rather than the Education 
Committee, where the Democrat bill was introduced. 
 
The Supreme Court decision held that not every district was treated equally in the distribution of LOB 
and Capital Outlay subsidies by the state and said it must be equalized by June 30.  The new plan shuffles 
the money that is spent by the state in these two categories and essentially holds school districts 
“harmless”.  No district loses money. And our district gets no new money—even if the enrollment 
increases. 
 
Rather than solving the Equity issue, it by allows local districts to increase property taxes.  The vote in the 
House was 93-31. I voted no because we should have fixed the problem rather than just rearrange 
money.  
 
Calling it “new money”, the bill sends the “extraordinary fund” money left from last years “fix” to the 
Department of Education to administer as it believes should be done.  I expect it will be found 
unconstitutional by the Supreme Court. Quality public education is important to our community, and I 
will continue to fight to restore funding for new students in our school district.  I grow weary of the 
gamesmanship between certain members of the House and State Chamber of Commerce and court 
opinions. 
 

House Defeats Common Core Repeal Bill 
One of the few bills that were actually debated on the House floor this year was one that would have 
outlawed the Common Core standards in our k-12 public schools1.  Common Core is a politically charged 
issue with lots of misinformation floating around that mischaracterizes what the standards really are, 
how they were developed, and what they do.   Common Core standards outline what a student should 
know and be able to do at the end of each grade level.  What common core is NOT, is a federal takeover of 
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our school’s curriculum.  It was largely developed by local teachers and school boards and will still be 
guided by the Kansas State Board of Education and local districts.   
 
In what turned out to be a three hour debate the bill ultimately was defeated by a vote of 44-782.  I was 
pleased to see many of my colleagues dispel the falsehoods on Common Core and I voted against this bill.   
 

Bill Update 
Of the many bills that were debated and voted on the House floor this week, the following are some of the 
highlights: 

 A bill (SB 633) making small changes to various sales tax laws was approved by a vote of 108-17.  I 

voted YES. 

 A bill (SB 2804) made several small changes to property taxes, including increasing the interest 

rate on delinquent property taxes by five percent.  I voted YES 

 Although it hasn’t made its way to the House floor, a bill (HB 20885) passed the Senate that 

accelerates the property tax lid limitations to become effective from 2018 to 2017.  The property 

tax lid places a burden of having all property tax increase be put to a vote of the population before 

it can be implemented.  Holding votes is very expensive and this requirement greatly increases 

costs to local governments.  This bill has not been debated in the House and when it gets to us it 

will not be for full debate, but instead in a conference committee report – to vote yes or no. 

Amendments will not be possible. It hurts growing communities by tying the hands of cities and 

counties to build new infrastructure and support new business. 
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 http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2015_16/measures/vote_view/je_20160322183413_632956/  
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 http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2015_16/measures/sb63/  
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 http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2015_16/measures/sb280/  
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 http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2015_16/measures/hb2088/  
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Library Information 
This week we’re still talking about Learning Express, an online, easy to use resource that allows you to 
learn at a time and place that is convenient for you. Learning Express has some great tutorials for 
occupational exams. Clicking ‘Career Center’ gives you the option of exploring careers in different fields, 
preparing for an entrance exam, and practice tests. Careers range from allied health, culinary arts, 
cosmetology, firefighters, law enforcement, nursing, real estate, and more. The Career Center also 
includes military aptitude and officer candidate tests. Easy registration and self-supplied password is 
necessary to use this resource and allows you to resume your work. 
http://kslib.info/LearningExpress 
 
If the page above asks for a Kansas Library eCard number, you may get one at any library in Kansas.  Most 
people will be automatically recognized as inside Kansas and will not need this step.   Questions: 
kslc@library.ks.gov or 785-296-3296. 
 

Keep in touch 
It is a special honor to serve as your state representative.  I value and need your input on the various 
issues facing state government.   Please feel free to contact me with your comments and questions.   My 
office address is Room 451-S, 300 SW 10th, Topeka, KS 66612.   You can reach me at (785) 296-7657 or 
call the legislative hotline at 1-800-432-3924 to leave a message for me.   Additionally, you can e-mail me 
at sydney.carlin@house.ks.gov .   You can also follow the legislative session online at 
www.kslegislature.org.   I’m working on my website, www.sydneycarlin.com .  You can connect to 
my Twitter & Facebook pages through Icons on the site.  Even if I haven’t posted, there are plenty 
of interesting news items there. 
 
 

Proudly representing you in the Capitol 
 

Sydney Carlin, 66th District 
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