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I am proud to represent you and our community in the 66th district as we work together to solve the
problems that our state is facing. As your Representative, I serve on the House Appropriations
Committee, and am Ranking Minority member on the Agriculture and Natural Resource Budget
Committee, and the Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee. I want to keep all of my constituents
informed, so in addition to receiving this newsletter, please feel free to visit my website
http://www.sydneycarlinforkansas.com/

Healthcare Bills
On Thursday Jan 26th the House went voted on several healthcare bills:
 HB 2025 would allow the Attorney General to appoint an assistant to represent the Board of Nursing
 HB 2026, would reinstate licenses and fees to the Board of Nursing
 HB 2027, would help to improve doctor-patient relationships
 HB 2028, would remove fees for conducting mental health technician examinations

Highway Projects Lost
The Governor's budget, which calls for a stripping of funds from KDOT, has already taken effect here in
Topeka. On January 24th, we found out from the Secretary of Transportation, Richard Carlson, that the agency
will reduce construction for the next two Fiscal Years. Secretary Carlson said that the Ways and Means
committee will have only $43m for road maintenance compared to $600m in past years.

State Building & Construction Committee
I want to take this opportunity to congratulate a colleague of mine, Representative Adam Lusker, (DFrontenac), for being elected Chairman of the Joint Committee on State Building Construction. This
committee has been tasked with the recommendations for the decisions on the Docking State Office Building,
as well as oversight of all state office buildings.

Press Conference
On Wednesday, January 23rd, my colleagues held a press conference at the capitol revealing several pieces of
legislation that would help reinforce and strengthen the rights and protections for the working man and
woman of Kansas, such as:
 Workplace Bullying
 Removing & Replacing Prevailing Factor Standard in Work in HB 2058
 Changing from AMA 6th Edition to the 4th Edition in HB 2058
 Reversing the Damaging Effects of 2013 Work Comp Act in HB 2062
We have lost 9,400 private sector jobs and “we have to do better,” as Senator Hensley stated.

Appropriations
We are currently working in appropriations on trying to cover the $350 million dollar 2017 deficit that the
Governor has handed us. He has made his recommendation in the form of a “Rescission Bill” which was heard
in Committee today. The solutions offered by the Governor do not include any new revenue sources and
relies once again on borrowing and delaying payments, similar to past years. To address shortfalls the
Governor has proposed to fix the current year $350M deficit including once again skipping the 4th qtr
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payment to KPERS ($95M) and taking $13M from the schools Extraordinary Needs Fund and an
additional $15.4M from the State Highway Fund. He also cancels highway projects already begun and
leaves only $43M for projects on the list. The largest portion of the solution is to borrow $317M from the
idle funds treasury account. This is ugly but would allow us to have a minimal ending balance on June 30,
2017

Kansas Day
This coming Sunday, January 29th, is the day we commemorate the anniversary of Kansas becoming a
state on January 29, 1961. I am having a Chili Supper and Celebration at the Blue Hills Room at 4pm.
Constituents welcome.

Conceal Carry
On Thursday, the Senate Federal and State Affairs committee held a hearing on SB 53. This bill would
grant a permanent exemption from the concealed carry laws in public buildings, specifically state-run
hospitals and universities. The current Kansas law states that you can concealed carry (hidden from
sight) in all public buildings. The issue took on new meaning this week (prior to the hearing) that it was
revealed that a House member left his committee meeting, accidentally leaving his loaded handgun on the
floor under the desk. The Senate Federal and State Affairs committee is expected to vote on this bill
sometime next week.

Visitors to the office




City of Manhattan Commission Members: Usha Reddi, Mayor; Linda Morse, Mayor Pro Tem; Kiel
Mangus, Assistant City Manager and Jared Wasinger, Management Assistant
Manhattan Attorney: Rod Olsen
Flint Hills Leadership Program (Shadowed me): Jared Tremblay, Transportation Planning Analyst,
Flint Hills Metropolitan Planning Organization and Jesse Gilpin, Viticulturist, Highland Community
College

Picture with KSU Students in the
Speech, Language program
(Left to Right: Chanel Coyne /
Representative Carlin / Jessica Smith)


Pages
I would like to invite you to page for the Kansas Legislature. I have 5 places available on Tuesday, March
21st. Pages have to be 12 years of age or older. Your parents will be responsible for your transportation,
meals and lodging expenses, however you do receive a $5.00 voucher to the Capitol concession stand. If
you are interested in paging please contact my assistant Dixie Sypher at 785-296-7657 or email at
dixie.sypher@house.ks.gov
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View from the
Statehouse steps
taken at the
Women’s March
last Saturday
(Left to Right: Chanel
Coyne / Representative
Carlin / Jessica Smith)


Keep in touch
It is a special honor to serve as your state representative. I value and need your input on the various
issues facing state government. Please feel free to contact me with your comments and questions. My
office address is Room 451-S, 300 SW 10th, Topeka, KS 66612. You can reach me at (785) 296-7657 or
call the legislative hotline at 1-800-432-3924 to leave a message for me. Additionally, you can e-mail me
at sydney.carlin@house.ks.gov . You can also follow the legislative session online at
www.kslegislature.org

Proudly representing you in the Capitol

Sydney Carlin, 66th District
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