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FYI: My office will be closed from 2/24/17 thru 3/5/17 as the Legislature is in Turnaround.
I am proud to represent you and our community in the 66th district as we work together to solve the
problems that our state is facing. As your Representative, I serve on the House Appropriations Committee,
and am Ranking Minority member on the Agriculture and Natural Resource Budget Committee, and the
Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee. I want to keep all of my constituents informed, so in addition
to receiving this newsletter, please feel free to visit my website http://www.sydneycarlinforkansas.com/

House Overturns Governor’s Veto on Tax Bill, Senate Fails
After both the House and Senate formed bipartisan coalitions to pass a bill last week that largely repealed Sam
Brownback’s failed tax experiment implemented in 2012, the Governor issued a veto on Wednesday morning.
In order to overturn a veto, a body needs 2/3 of the vote. In the House, that 2/3 number is 84. After the initial
vote came up just one vote shy, two legislators on the Republican side flipped their votes, surpassing the
required number with a total of 85 votes in favor of the veto override.
Later that day, the Senate took up the veto override bill. With 40 members, the Senate needed 27 votes in
favor. Unfortunately, they came up just three votes short, and the override failed. I voted to override and will
continue to work to resolve budget issues.

Teacher Due Process Passes Through House
Due process for teachers was stripped in 2014 in a conference committee vote occurring in the dark of night.
This removed job protections for Kansas educators. Wednesday morning, the Kansas House passed an
amendment to restore due process rights.
In a final action vote, House Bill 2186 passed with a 72 – 53 vote with the due process amendment. Now the
bill will go to the Senate for a vote.

Medicaid Expansion Passes House After Killed by Committee
Last week, the Health and Human Services committee made a motion to table Medicaid Expansion, which
ended in a tie vote, effectively killing the House Bill for the 2017 session.
On Wednesday, working together (for a change), leaders of both parties agreed to allow debate and
eventually add the Medicaid Expansion to HB 2044. After a day-long debate, both the amendment and the bill
passed. Kansas has refused millions of federal dollars that could have been spent on bettering our hospitals
and clinics, and taking care of our citizens that need it the most.
On Thursday, the House took final action on the Medicaid expansion amendment, passing with a vote of 81 44. This marks the first movement towards expansion of the program must have Senate approval to become
law.
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Safe Sleep for Infants & Toddlers
Much has been learned since my babies were born – about the causes of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome
(SIDS), and safe sleeping surfaces for babies at home and in child care facilities. Safe Sleep is an initiative from
the US National Institute of Child Health and Human Development which encourages parents to always place
infants on their backs to sleep. Ways to prevent SIDS include putting your infant on a flat firm surface on their
backs with no tight clothing, no blankets, no stuffed animals or any object that could be harmful, near or
around the sleep area (crib). In particular, the law clarifies that a child under the age of 12 months must never
be left sleeping in a car seat. Upon arrival at the day care center they must be placed on a flat surface.
HB 2304 puts into law current Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) rules & regulations on
child care facilities making it a crime to break these rules. For more information for safe sleeping habits for
infants and toddlers can be found on Google under Safe Sleep for Infants and Toddlers.

Washington Days
The Kansas Democratic Party’s annual convention, Washington Days, will be held at the Downtown Topeka
Ramada on February 24th and 25th, 2017. It’s the largest gathering of Democrats in the state and a guaranteed
good time. Washington Days includes a rally, caucus meetings, a luncheon, a cocktail reception, and much
more. The keynote speaker this year will be former Presidential candidate, Senator Bernie Sanders. He will
speak on Saturday evening at Topeka High School.
Find the schedule and answers to frequently asked questions here.

Black History Month
We are proud and grateful for the many contributions and accomplishments of our African-American
communities here in Kansas and across the nation. February marks the beginning of a month-long celebration
of these achievements. We are honoring the rich history of African-Americans in the United States throughout
the month.
Learn more about Black History Month here.

Various Bills
This week, the tax and budget bills were the main pieces of legislation on the floor. A few other bills
passed through, including:
 HB 2272 - This bill would establish a Kansas Water Authority Science and Research
Subcommittee. This subcommittee consists of the Dean of College of Agriculture, KSU, a designee
from Kansas Geological Survey and a designee from Kansas Biological survey. This subcommittee
would do research to better determine problems with water quality and water sustainability in
Kansas.


HB 2040 – This bill would authorize a school board to equip school buses with cameras to enforce
current laws that require a driver to stop when bus lights are flashing red. It would also authorize
a school district to enter into an intergovernmental agreement to offset expenses regarding the
implementation and ongoing operation of video recording devices used for this purpose. The fine
would be $315 for the first violation and $750 for the second violation.

Visitors to my office

PAGES ON 2-22-2017
(Left to Right – Front)
Bailey Nall, Ashlyn Sizemore,
Governor Brownback,
Jackson Byerly, Paul Sanders
(Back)
Madelyn McCracken, Dixie
Sypher, Office Assistant
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Pages in Hallway with Rep
Carlin
Left to Right:
Paul Sanders, Rep Carlin,
Bailey Nall, Ashlyn
Sizemore, Jackson Byerly,
Madelyn McCracken

Westar Rate Increase (Reminder)
Westar has filed an application with the Kansas Corporation Commission requesting a $17.4 million (1.2%) rate
increase for Westar Energy’s retail electric customers. Residential customers with average monthly
consumption of 1,000 kilowatt hours of electricity would have an average increase of $1.54 per month.
Westar Energy’s application indicates the increase relates to costs incurred to meet Environmental Protection
Agency requirements, investment related to the extended operating license for Wolf Creek and investment in
distribution assets to improve reliability.
An evidentiary hearing on Westar Energy’s request is scheduled to begin May 9, 2017, at 9am at the
Commission’s Offices, 1500 Arrowhead Rd., Topeka, KS 66604-4027. The public is invited to attend.

Shredding Event in Manhattan
In conjunction with National Consumer Protection Week, Attorney General Derek Schmidt is hosting a
shredding event in Manhattan on Friday, March 10th from 4pm to 6pm to be held at the Cico Park Swimming
Pool, Wreath & Robinson Dr. Shredding will be limited to three small bags or boxes per person. For further
information go to www.InYourCornerKansas.org .

Keep in touch
It is a special honor to serve as your state representative. I value and need your input on the various issues
facing state government. Please feel free to contact me with your comments and questions. My office
address is Room 451-S, 300 SW 10th, Topeka, KS 66612. You can reach me at (785) 296-7657 or call the
legislative hotline at 1-800-432-3924 to leave a message for me. Additionally, you can e-mail me at
sydney.carlin@house.ks.gov . You can also follow the legislative session online at www.kslegislature.org

Proudly representing you in the Capitol

Sydney Carlin, 66th District
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