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Bills Discussed on the Floor 
This week, the House worked multiple bills on the floor, all of which passed through the chamber.   
HB 2439:  This bill adds “driving under the influence” to actions that can lead to the charge of Involuntary 
Manslaughter if a driver who has prior DUI is involved in a fatality or an accident causing great bodily harm if 
they were not following the court’s rules. 
 
It also increases the penalty for involuntary manslaughter to a Level 3 –extending the prison time/presumptive 
prison. 
HB 2482:  This bill allows that restaurants and bars can serve liquor by the drink beginning at 6:00 a.m. rather 
than the previous 9:00 a.m.  I voted Yes. 
 
On Thursday, two bills dealing with firearms were on the floor. The first prompted a debate lasting more than 
two-and-a-half hours, with several amendments offered. 
 
HB 2042:  This bill requires the state of Kansas to recognize out-of-state issued concealed carry permits and 
licenses.  And lowers the age to coincide with other states – to 18. Previously it was 21.  It also allows that all 
18-21 year old’s who want to carry concealed weapons to obtain a permit, go through training and 
background checks. 
 
Rep. Ballard offered an amendment to HB 2042 to permanently exempt Kansas college campuses from 
concealed carry laws.  Rep. Ballard’s amendment failed; however, Republican Rep. Clay Aurand offered an 
amendment that requires a permit for anyone who chooses to conceal carry on college campuses.  This 
amendment passed 70-52, and is a major step forward in security for Kansas college students, staff, and 
faculty.  I voted FOR the Aurand Amendment as a step forward for the Campus issue, but I voted No on the 
final bill because it reduced the legal age to 18.    
 
HB 2145:  Currently there are 9 instances where federal law prohibits individuals from purchasing a firearm 
and Kansas law does not.  Among these are individuals under a protection from abuse order and those who 
have committed domestic violence.  This bill will add those 9 instances to Kansas law and passed easily on final 
action. I voted YES. 
 
These bills will still have to pass the Senate and get the signature of the new Governor. 
 

Brownback Resigns, Colyer Assumes Governorship  
On Wednesday, January 31, 2018, Governor Sam Brownback’s resignation became effective at 3:00pm.  
Simultaneously, Lt. Governor Jeff Colyer’s inauguration occurred in the Capitol in the first-floor rotunda.   
Amidst music and cannon fire, Jeff Colyer was sworn in as the 47th Governor of Kansas.  During his inaugural 
speech, he promised “a new day” in Kansas, and has implied over the course of the transition that he will 
govern differently than Brownback.  Kansans are watching to determine whether Colyer proves himself to be a 
different kind of Governor than his predecessor. 
 

  

http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2017_18/measures/documents/supp_note_hb2439_02_0000.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2017_18/measures/documents/supp_note_hb2482_00_0000.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2017_18/measures/documents/supp_note_hb2042_00_0000.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2017_18/measures/documents/supp_note_hb2145_00_0000.pdf


 

2 
 

KanCare 2.0 Delay 
After the introduction of KanCare 2.0 – a supposed revamp of the original program that included work 
requirements, the rollout has been delayed indefinitely.  Facing backlash from advocacy groups and both 
Republican and Democratic leaders and legislators, the delay announcement came from Gov. Brownback and 
then-Lt. Governor Jeff Colyer. 
 
Colyer has led the privatization of Medicaid, known as KanCare, and implementing it as the Lt. Governor.  
Concerns regarding KanCare 2.0 included increased costs as well as work requirements for those who 
participate in the program.  Important to note is that most of KanCare’s 425,000 participants are children, the 
elderly, or Kansans with disabilities.  
 

Update on Education Deputy Dale Dennis  
Last week the Senate President, Susan Wagle, and Ron Ryckman, the House Speaker, sent a joint letter to the 
Chairman of the Kansas Department of Education.  The letter accused the Deputy Commissioner of School 
Finance, Dale Dennis, of wrongly appropriating millions of dollars and calling for Dennis’ job.  Mr. Dennis has 
been an employee of the state for more than 50 years. 
 
At a board meeting of the Department of Education to address this, administrators, legislators, 
superintendents, faculty, and many others gathered in support of Dennis.  The Board voted 9-1 in favor of 
Dennis, and he will continue to serve the state in his role.   
 

Page Information 
If you have a student that would like to be a page for the Legislature, please contact my assistant, Dixie Sypher 
either by phone (785-296-7657) or by email at dixie.sypher@house.ks.gov.  The first available date is: Feb. 6, 
for 4 students.  To become a page you must be 12 years of age or older. 
 

How to Schedule an Appointment with a Legislator   

Here are a few tips on How to Schedule an appointment with me.   

1. Call 785-296-7657 or email dixie.sypher@house.ks.gov , my office to make an appointment.  Because 

we are often out of our office attending to legislative business, it is best to contact my Assistant, Dixie 

Sypher in advance to schedule a meeting.  This helps to ensure that I will be available to meet with you. 

 

2. It is helpful to let my office know in advance the nature of the topic and/or issue you wish to discuss.  

This will help me to be better prepared for our meeting.  If other persons will attend the appointment 

with you, please be sure to let Dixie know, so that adequate seating can be arranged. 

 

3. My Office Assistant is usually the one who maintains my calendar while in session.  Because of 

demands made on a Legislator’s time, there may be times when I have several events/activities 

scheduled during the same time slot.  My Office Assistant will assist you in finding a time that is 

mutually convenient for you to meet with me. 

 

Kansas State Library Information 
Getting ready to apply for college?  Improving your test scores just got easier with LearningExpress Library, 

available from the State Library of Kansas. LearningExpress Library is an easy to use  online resource that 

includes practice tests and tutorials for PSAT, ACT and SAT as well as AP.  There is no charge to use 

LearningExpress and no limit to the number of times you can take the practice tests.  Becoming familiar with 

and comfortable with the testing format and the types of questions helps to improve test scores.  Go 

to  https://kslib.info/LearningExpress click on College Preparation Center. 

 

Easy registration and self-supplied password is necessary and helps you save your practice tests and tutorials.  If 

the page above asks for a Kansas Library eCard number, you may get one at any library in Kansas.  Most 

people will be automatically recognized as inside Kansas and will not need this step.  Questions: 

kslc@library.ks.gov or 785-296-3296. 

 

  

mailto:dixie.sypher@house.ks.gov
mailto:dixie.sypher@house.ks.gov
https://kslib.info/LearningExpress
mailto:kslc@library.ks.gov
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Special Events/Visitors to my Office 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4-H members testified before the House 

Agriculture & Livestock Committee this 

week on HB 2546 & HB 2547 

regarding the State Fair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wallace Jeffrey at his 90th birthday 

and AMERICAN Legion celebration 

of the Battle of the Bulge.  With 

friends, Malcolm Strong and Jim 

Sharp.  These men presented stories 

about their service during the battle of 

the bulge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phyllis Norton created this beautiful 

quilt as a gift for John in 2015 and I 

brought it in to share with my office 

mates. 
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Keep in touch 
It is a special honor to serve as your state representative.  I both value and need your input on the various 
issues facing state government.   Please feel free to contact me with your comments and questions.   My office 
address is Room 451-S, 300 SW 10th, Topeka, KS 66612.   You can reach me at (785) 296-7657 or call the 
legislative hotline at 1-800-432-3924 to leave a message for me.   Additionally, you can e-mail me at, 
sydney.carlin@house.ks.gov , or www.sydneycarlinforkansas.com.   You can also follow the legislative session 
online at www.kslegislature.org 
 

Proudly representing you in the Capitol 

Sydney Carlin, 66th District 
 
My Legislative Facebook Page>>RepSydneyCarlin 

My Twitter Account>> @RepCarlin 

My Website>>  SydneyCarlinforKansas.com 

 

mailto:sydney.carlin@house.ks.gov
http://www.sydneycarlinforkansas.com/
http://www.kslegislature.org/

