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If you have a student that would like to be a page for the Legislature, please contact
my office at 785.296.7657, or by email at sydney.carlin@house.ks.gov Dates are
available in February and March. To become a page you must be 12 years of age or
older.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Every year Dr. King is honored for his devotion and sacrifice in the name of equality
and for the Civil Rights movement. Since 1994, this day as been commemorated as
a National Day of Service. The holiday allowed me to attend the Community
Celebration held at Manhattan City Hall. I want to applaud all the area students
submitting art and written work for the event.
The House was not in session on January 21st for this holiday. The Capitol
celebrated the occasion on Tuesday, January 22nd, lead by Representative Barbara
Ballard reading excerpts from Dr. King's "Letter from Birmingham Jail." Numerous
representatives followed, each reciting their favorite quotes from the slain civil rights
leader:
"Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about the things that
matter."
"There comes a time when one must take a position that is neither safe, nor
politic, nor popular, but he must take it because conscience tells him it is
right."
Agriculture Legislation/Kansas State University Testimony
Agriculture is a key component of my committee assignments. Frequently
professors and staff from Kansas State University and its associated departments
come to the Capitol to provide testimony. This week, K-State Research and
Extension office presented 2018 statistics including:
Staffers reached nearly 19,000 individuals across the state with nutritional
education programs and cooking lessons.
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Assisted over 72,000 Kansas youths participate in the 4-H program.
647,238 direct educational contacts made across all 105 counties in Kansas.

I am proud of the contributions made by the K-State Extension program across
every county in Kansas.
The news was not all good this week. Dr. Art Barnaby, an Agricultural Economist at
K-State provided some startling testimony:
In the past 3 years Soybean exports have plummeted from 2.166 billion
bushels to an estimated 1.899 billion bushels this year. A decline of more
than 266 million bushels.
This combined price declines could cost American farmers over $5 billion.
This is of particular concern for me. Agriculture in our state accounts for 40.4% of
the Kansas economy, and acts as the largest employer in the state with nearly 13%
of the workforce. The worst part is these financial wounds are entirely self-inflicted.
In the same three years, Brazil's farmers have picked up the international demand
increasing their exports by over 600 million bushels.
KPERS Briefing
January 24th brought our first KPERS briefing of the year. I am please to announce
to all the teachers, university employees, and state workers the retirement fund is
greatly improved. Over the past eight years assets in the fund have nearly doubled;
while the unfunded liability has dropped over $1 billion in the past five years. The
trustees had set a 25 year return target of 7.75%, fund managers beat that with an
8.1% rate of return, even with the implications of the 2008 Great Recession.
However, more work remains to be done. KPERS remains only 68% funded for the
long-term. As your representative I will continue to monitor this situation closely, for
the employees in my district and across the state.
Transportation
The Transportation Vision Task Force reported on state-wide meetings held from
August 6th-November 29th, 2018, regarding KDOT operations, traffic conditions,
Kansas Turnpike operations, budget, driver safety, the current state of Kansas roads
and bridges, as well as KDOT innovations.There were 319 testimonies from 400
individuals who spoke at these meetings.
Kansas Statehouse become "21st Century Employer"
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Statehouse opened this year, making Kansas “a 21st-century employer,” according
to Governor Laura Kelly. The lactation room, opened with bipartisan support,

increases the opportunity for recruitment and retention of employees and legislators,
as well as decreased healthcare costs and lower rates of absenteeism.

2019 Budget
Those of you following the debate over House and Senate chamber rules this week,
will have noticed a renewed focus on open and transparent government. In this
spirit, I wanted to include a link to Governor Kelly's new budget proposal:
https://budget.kansas.gov/budget-report/
In the coming weeks and months, debate with begin in earnest over competing
issues. My goal as your representative is an open-mind and fiscal responsibility. I
wanted every one of you to have an easy reference to this material so you can see
funding for the issues that matter most to you.
Education
On Thursday, January 24th, Governor Laura Kelly signed an executive order creating
an advisory group to improve education in Kansas. The Governor’s Council on
Education will look to enhance early childhood education, create relationships
between the education and business communities, and develop partnerships to
address workforce needs in Kansas. Kelly explained that improving education
means not only fully funding public schools, but also searching for ways to evaluate
and innovate from early childhood all the way through the workforce. This will build
on the work of previous education councils.
HB2001
The Agriculture Committee will work HB2001, regarding the Remediation
Reimbursement Program, on Wednesday January 30th. This bill adjusts fees
because of current surplus principal and extends the program from 2020 to 2030. I
would value any input those impacted by this program have, please feel free to email
me or reach out to my office.
K-State Grant Writing Workshops
I wanted to share this information for those working for community and local grants,
especially in rural areas. K-State Research and Extension offices are providing
numerous grant writing workshops across the state in the coming months.
Details, reservation, and other information may be found at:
https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/news/stories/2018/11/grant-writing.html
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As I am writing this newsletter, several news outlets are breaking news regarding
President Trump's decision to recall 30,000 furloughed workers on an unpaid basis
until the shutdown ends. Nearly half have refused to return to work without pay,
including 1,100 in the greater Kansas City IRS offices. Yesterday, the U.S. Secretary
of Commerce suggested on television these workers should take out personal loans
rather than visit food banks to make ends meet. Regardless of ideology and
justifications for the shutdown, I strongly oppose forcing people to work without
paychecks.
During the holiday season, the spirit of local generosity often climbs then craters, but
food shortages are a year round problem. If you did not have Martin Luther King
Day off to volunteer I urge all of you to make a donation of non-perishable food items
to the Flint Hills Breadbasket. No one should ever face hunger in Kansas.
Office Visits

Representative Carlin and Aaron Estabrook after a productive meeting on the Flint
Hills Job Corps.
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Representative Carlin and local leaders from the 66th District
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Keep In Touch
It is a special honor to serve as your State Representative. I both value and need
your input on the various issues facing our community and the state government.
Please feel free to contact me with your comments and questions. My office
address is Room 451-S, 300 SW 10th Avenue, Topeka, KS 66612. You can reach
me at (785) 296-7657 or call the legislative hotline at 1-800-432-3924 and leave a
message for me. You can also contact me via e-mail at
sydney.carlin@house.ks.gov. You may visit my webpage at
http://www.sydneycarlinforkansas.com and the Legislative session at
http://www.kslegislature.org.
Thank you for your support!

Sydney Carlin
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