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This week was a flurry of activity in between snowfalls. Perhaps the biggest news of the 
week: Governor Laura Kelly vetoed SB 355, the gerrymandered and highly controversial 
“Ad Astra 2” map. 



 

  
The House took Wednesday, February 2 off due to the inclement weather and returned 
Thursday. The worst provisions of the " Education Bill” have been brought back from the 
dead. School choice and vouchers again haunt the legislature. An economic “megaproject” 
may be on the horizon. 
  
“For those reasons, under Article 2, Section 14(a) of the Constitution, I hereby veto 
Senate Bill 355.” 
  
Governor Laura Kelly announced early Friday evening she vetoed the deeply 
controversial “Ad Astra 2” map. Governor Kelly pointed to the blatant racial 
gerrymandering in the third congressional district and the placement of Lawrence in the 
largely rural Big First. Read the full press release here. 

 

 
  

 Education Bill 2.0 
  
Last year, a coalition of House Democrats and Republicans successfully defeated last 
year's the so-called Education Bill, a conglomeration of mismatched policies damaging to 
public education. 
  
This week in the House K-12 Education Budget committee, hearings were held on bills to 
expand school choice and introduce vouchers. Opponents to the bills included State 
Treasurer Lynn Rogers, various public education stakeholders and superintendents, 
nonpartisan groups like Mainstream Coalition, and parents. Testimony from the meeting 
can be found here.  Aaron Rife, Wichita State Professor of Education, wrote of the school 
choice myth in the Wichita Eagle. 
  

School Choice or Snake Oil Panacea? 
  
“School Choice” appears simple but the consequences are complex. The name itself is 
misleading; “school choice” suggests parental empowerment but in reality turns public 
investment of education into private consumption of public resources. Families can “shop” 
for schools, ultimately pitting more privileged districts and schools against systems in 
impoverished or rural areas. Opponents highlight problems in the policy: 
  

• Some schools will be overwhelmed by the growth in student population and 
unable to manage the influx while maintaining high standards. 

• In the current version of the bill, no transportation options are provided to low-
income students. If a parent sends their child to an out-of-district school, they 
must also provide transportation. This is not feasible for many of the families that 
school choice advocates claim will benefit most -- low-income families working 
multiple jobs, who may only have one car. 
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• Exacerbated racial segregation is reflected in school choice programs in Arizona, 
Florida, and Indiana. 

• Vouchers: Coupons for Schools? 
“Vouchers” is a deceptive label for a policy framed by Republicans as uniquely 
beneficial to low-income, underrepresented, or disabled students. They claim 
vouchers provide access to a parochial school or other private educational 
institution via public subsidies, serving to supplement the educational 
opportunities of lesser-resourced communities. This is misleading. 
  

• Separation of church and state. Many parochial and private schools actively 
discriminate against LGBTQ students and have a history of suspending, 
expelling, and denying admission to LGBTQ students or students from LGBTQ 
parents. 

• Redirecting tax dollars to private schools depletes resources from the public 
system to the detriment of teachers, students, and communities. 

• Special Education. Students with disabilities , all of the special education and 
equipment needed in private schools or continue to take these services from the 
public school systems. 

 

 

APEX: Attracting Powerful Economic Expansion 
  
The building was abuzz with talk of “Attracting Powerful Economic Expansion,” colloquially 
known as APEX. The Senate passed SB 347 last week. It was heard in the House this 
week and numerous amendments were introduced. The House will likely work SB 347 on 
Monday afternoon. The business has not yet been publicly announced. 
  
Key points to know: 

• An economic development project worth $4 billion could bring 4,000 jobs to 
Kansas. 

• The effort is led by Governor Laura Kelly and Lt. Governor David Toland. 
• This one “megaproject” will bring five new suppliers to Kansas. 
• The business plans to construct a three million square foot building and hire 4000 

people. 

  

• #AxeTheFoodTax 

  
Continue calling Republican members of the House Tax committee. Urge them to 
support HB 2487, the House Democrats’ state sales tax cut on food. I support the 
Governor's bill but some changes have been made that I cannot support. I hope we take 
them away because I really want this bill.  
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Next Week: 
  
Did you know? All committee hearings can be found on the Kansas 
Legislature’s YouTube page. 
  
  

 

 

Be Stoney, retiring RCPD Chief Dennis Butler, and myself at his farewell reception. 

 

 

Keep In Touch 
  

It is a special honor to serve as your State Representative. I value and need your input on 
the various issues facing our community and the state government. Please contact me 
with your comments and questions.  
 
My office address is Room 451-S, 300 SW 10th Street, Topeka, KS 66612.  
 
You may reach my office at (785) 296-7657, or the legislative hotline (800) 432-3924 to 
leave a message. 
 
Email at sydney.carlin@house.ks.gov 
 
Please follow my legislative activity or the entire session. 
 
Thank you! 
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