
Every day
in 2011,

auto workers
in Canada:

built 5,850
vehicles

produced $189
million worth of

products

earned
$17 million

paid $5.7 million
in income,

payroll, sales
and property tax

Direct Jobs:
112,000

The CAW represents approximately 200,000 members in 17 different sectors of the economy.

What the Auto Industry Means to:

Canada
The Industry
� Five major automakers operate car and light truck assembly plants in Canada: Chrysler, Ford, General

Motors, Honda and Toyota. A further six firms produce buses and heavy trucks.
� Canada’s auto industry also comprises a highly-developed parts sector, including manufacturers’ in-

house engine and transmission plants, and over 400 independent parts facilities.
� 2,135,121 vehicles were built in Canada in 2011 (or 5,850 per day).
� The industry produced vehicles and parts worth $69 billion in 2011, (or $189 million per day).

Jobs and the Economy
� The auto industry directly employs 112,000 people in Canada.
� Thousands more jobs are created to supply the industry: jobs in steel, plastics and other

manufacturing and services. More jobs are created by the spending power of auto workers’
paycheques.

� Auto workers’ paycheques pumped $6.1 billion into the Canadian economy in 2011 (or $17 million
per day).

� The major original equipment manufacturing jobs are estimated to stimulate 337,000 other jobs
throughout the economy.

� Including spin-off jobs, the auto industry is responsible for 374,000 jobs across the country.

National Impact
� The auto industry accounted for $53 billion worth of exports in 2011, 12% of the nation’s total.
� Among all of Canada’s sources of exports, the auto industry is second only to the oil & gas

industry (but as the nation’s leading manufacturing exporter the auto industry produces twice
as many direct jobs).

� The value of auto industry exports is more than double those from the forestry and agriculture
industries, a third more than from primary metals, and a quarter more than from mining.

� As a crucial source of high-technology investment and productivity growth, the industry boosts our
national economic performance. The benefits of the auto industry are felt throughout the nation
through supplier links, tax revenue and consumer spending.

Supporting Our Communities
� The industry supports services that we all depend upon, like health care, education and social

services. Auto workers’ fundraising efforts also directly support community organizations such as the
United Way, food banks and women’s shelters.

� In 2011, auto workers paid $1.6 billion in income, payroll and sales taxes (or $4.4 million per day).
� Most auto workers own homes, and based on average property tax rates auto workers also supported

$468 million in municipal taxes in 2011 (or $1.3 million per day), helping to pay for local services.

Vital for us All
� The CAW fights for good jobs in the auto industry, which are vital for us all.
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