
 

Thank you for seeking the endorsement of the Greater Phoenix Chamber of Commerce Political Action Committee.  Please answer each of 
the following questions based on your knowledge and understanding of the issues and how, if elected, you would approach each matter.  The 
Greater Phoenix Chamber of Commerce is a multi-issue organization and you will be questioned on a variety of topics important to the 
business community. Questionnaire answers will be used to determine endorsements and campaign contributions. Please submit your 
questionnaire via email by 5:00 p.m. on Monday May 7, 2018. If you have any questions, please contact Jen Springman, Public Affairs 
Coordinator, Greater Phoenix Chamber of Commerce, at (602) 495-6497 or jspringman@phoenixchamber.com.  

 

2018 Candidate Questionnaire 
 

Please submit the completed questionnaire via email no later than: 
May 7, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. 

 
Greater Phoenix Chamber of Commerce PAC 

Phone: 602-495-6497 
jspringman@phoenixchamber.com 

 
 
Name: Christopher Leone  Legislative District: 23 
 
Office Sought: Senate  Status: Open 

Do you currently hold an elected office (or have you previously)? Please list all with dates held.  
 No 
 
Campaign Address: 7000 N. 16th Street, Bldg. 120 Unit 214, Phoenix AZ 85020   
 
Campaign Telephone Number: (480) 242-8643    Campaign Email Address: chrisbleone@gmail.com  
 
Campaign Website Address: www.voteleone.org        Campaign Manager: Chris Leone 
 
Campaign Manager Email: chrisbleone@gmail.com           Campaign Manager Phone: (480) 242-8643     
 
Candidate Email: chrisbleone@gmail.com        Candidate Phone: (480) 242-8643     
 
Party Affiliation: Independent 
 
What is your current occupation? Commercial Real Estate Advisor 
 
Have you ever owned/managed a business?  Yes 
      
Is there anything in your background that has led to a civil judgment against you or criminal conviction that 
we should be aware of?  
 
No 
 
Accepting PAC Contributions?  Yes  
 
Campaign Financing Method: Public 
 
 
 



 
 

1. What are the three most significant policy issues facing the state, and how would you address them 
if elected? 
 

I. K12 education – Since launching my campaign September 2017, I have advocated for a 
20% pay increase for teachers working four or more years. Moreover, I’ve advocated for 
district consolidation, in-class spending equal to 70% of district spend, and one-on-one 
mentoring for teachers working less than four years. Long-term I would work to continue 
building a database that tracks both student and teacher performance. I would focus 
Arizona’s resources on improving how content is deliver both in and out of the classroom, 
while giving districts, communities and teachers maximum flexibility in designing subject 
matter curriculums and teaching methodologies. 
 

II. Energy and infrastructure – The Legislature and Governor must remain proactive and 
steer the State away from problems which could become insurmountable if not addressed. 
Key areas are: 

i. Water Security – continue to incorporate water efficiencies and ensure a supply of 
water for future generations. 

ii. Energy Generation & Distribution – incentivize the transition to a more efficient, 
stable, and equitable energy generation and distribution system from both the 
consumer’s and utility’s perspective 

iii. Transportation – accelerate and anticipate needs of a smart-highway system with 
driver-assisted and driverless vehicles 
 

III. Funding government – with a focus on healthcare, education and public safety, continue to 
steer and incentivize technological innovations, like telemedicine, that reduce costs and 
increase the quality and accessibility of healthcare, education, and public safety.  
 

2. One of the primary jobs of the Arizona Legislature is to produce a balanced budget for 
the Governor to sign. What are the top three issues the Legislature should consider 
when creating the budget? Why is each a top issue for you? 
 

I. Exploring alternative revenue sources which anticipates changes in Arizona’s 
economy. Review industries where a reduction in regulations can offset an 
excise tax resulting in a win-win-win for consumers, industry and government 

II. Future-proof the general fund, looking forward at expenses and revenues so 
that both are structurally aligned and in sync with anticipated changes to the 
economy 

III. Revising agency budgeting process to incentivize employees to be more 
entrepreneurial, to save and invest, and think long term about their roles and 
their agency’s role in society. 

 
3. If the state expects a decrease in general fund revenue, what expenditures would you 

reduce first when working to balance the budget? 
 
If the economic growth were slowing nationwide, I would look to freeze or cut spending 
equally across all categories. If revenue were project to decrease or not increase as 
expected for a particular reason such as internet sales, electric vehicles, or some other 
reason, I would see if those lost revenues could be recouped. The goal is to future-proof 
the general fund from changes to our economy. 
 

4. Please explain what types of tax reforms, if any, you are interested in working on? 



 
 

Tax simplification, transparency, and creating long-term structural balance 

5. Do you think the state’s education system is adequately funded? If not, please explain 
how you would address additional funding needs. What reforms, if any, would you make 
to the school funding formula? 
 
I support 
 
Increasing funding for education. I would evaluate a variety of revenues sources with a 
focus on examining the impact of excise taxes on highly regulated industries where a 
win-win could be delivered to consumers and industry by an offsetting reduction in 
regulations, keeping prices and bottom-lines the same or improved. I would look at the 
school funding formula with the aim of making it more equitable across schools and 
districts, with an eye to special needs students. 
 

6. Do you support the business community’s right to have a voice in elections? What, if 
any, reforms do you think are needed? 
 
I support 
 
The business community’s right to have a voice. For voters to gauge the intentions of the 
business community, transparency is essential. 
 

7. Utilities -- such as electricity, water, gas and telecom – provide the essential 
infrastructure that enables economic activity and the sustainability of our region. 
Occasionally residents will try to block the expansion of this infrastructure and call on 
elected officials to oppose these critical projects. As an elected official, how would you 
approach this conflict? Also, what do you believe should be the state’s role in 
determining Arizona’s energy resource mix? 
 
The Legislature and Governor are primarily responsible for steering the State’s utility 
resource mix. We must remain proactive and steer the state away from problems which 
may seem minor today but could become insurmountable long-term. Legislators must 
begin planting the seeds that will transition us to a more efficient, stable, and equitable 
utility system for both consumers and industry participants. 
 
Residents should be involved with projects early in the planning process, especially 
residents that live nearby, to avoid conflicts and work out disagreements well in advance 
of breaking ground.   
 

8. Employers pay higher insurance premiums when government underpays doctors and 
hospitals for care provided to Medicaid and Medicare patients. This is often called the 
“hidden health care tax.” Identify your position on appropriating adequate state funding 
for AHCCCS (Arizona's Medicaid program) to reduce the “hidden health care tax.” If you 
support appropriating state funding, what do you believe is the appropriate source of 
funding? If you oppose appropriating state funding, how would you address the issue? 
 



 
 

As I mentioned as one of my top three issues facing the state, healthcare funding is a 
top priority. I would consider all possible revenue sources that minimize price distortions 
and result in a win-win for consumers and industry participants. 
 

9. Identify your position on imposing government coverage and administrative mandates on 
health insurance companies.  
 
I support 
Government establishing baseline coverage requirements and incentivizing health 
insurance coverage above baseline with financial rewards tied to patient outcomes long 
term. 
 
 

10. Do you believe the regulation of business and the requirements associated with opening 
and maintaining a business are reasonable?  
 
Yes  
But there is always room for improvement, and as I mentioned, I believe regulations can 
be reduced that result in a win-win-win for consumers, industry participants and 
government. 
 

11. When the Federal Government imposes unfunded federal regulations on businesses 
that operate in Arizona, what role should the Legislature (states) have in addressing 
those regulations? 
 
The State government should push back against all unfunded mandates. I believe 
strongly in States’ Rights and a Federal government that does not preempt the State’s 
efforts to manage areas of public concern.  
 

12. Do you think Arizona has done an adequate job of managing its water supply? How do 
you suggest the state balance the need for future water conservation while still 
promoting economic development? 
 
I support 
 
Arizona’s efforts to manage it water supply, but am confident much more can be done to 
ensure a stable supply of water for generations to come. Conserving water, recycling 
water, and graywater are areas that the State can steer communities toward. 
 

13. It has recently been reported that transportation infrastructure in the state is underfunded 
by billions of dollars. Do you agree? If so, how do you suggest the state address this 
issue? 
 
Yes  
 
Arizona has done well in maintaining its transportation infrastructure and must continue 
to look forward with an eye toward integrating new technologies and improved modes of 
private and public transportation that connect communities within the state, across the 
nation, and internationally. 
 



 
 

14. Arizona currently has a statewide minimum wage and mandatory sick time policy. Do 
you support this measure? Do you think cities and towns should have the authority to 
have a more generous version of the statewide minimum requirements?  
 
Yes  
 
I support a statewide minimum wage and mandatory sick time policy. Larger cities and 
towns, such as Phoenix, should have authority to require a higher minimum wage. 
 

15. Is there any issue that is important to you as a candidate that you did not get a chance to 
address in this questionnaire? 
 
I will work toward making it easier for the average Arizona who is unaffiliated with a party 
to run for public office. One should not need to be affiliated with a party to get on the 
ballot. The playing field should be level for all participants. 


