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Legislative Candidate Questionnaire 2018 

The mission of the Arizona Chamber of Commerce and Industry is to advance Arizona’s 
competitive position in the global economy by advocating free-market policies that stimulate 
economic growth and prosperity for all Arizonans. To that end, the Arizona Chamber supports 
pro-business candidates for the Arizona Legislature.  

Please complete all sections of this questionnaire to the Arizona Chamber by April 27, 2018 
(only digital submissions will be accepted). Additionally, please attach a resume or biography. 
Only candidates that complete the entire questionnaire are eligible for an 
endorsement. Unanswered questions will be counted against your score. You may be 
contacted for a follow-up interview. Submitting a questionnaire does not guarantee an 
interview.  Those candidates that the Chamber elects to interview will be notified the first week 
of May. All candidate interviews will be held May 21-22.  

The Arizona Chamber reserves the right to make public any information provided in this 
questionnaire, including the questionnaire in its entirety.  

Send completed questionnaire to: 

Allison Gilbreath 
agilbreath@azchamber.com 



Section I: Candidate and Campaign Information 

Name: District: Party Affiliation: 

Campaign Address: 

Campaign Phone:    

Campaign Manager: 

Campaign Manager E-mail: Campaign Manager Phone: 

Official Campaign Name: 

Campaign Website: Campaign E-mail: 

Campaign Facebook Page: Campaign Twitter: 

Are you a Clean Elections participating candidate?  Yes  ☐   No  ☐

If not, are you accepting PAC contributions?  Yes  ☐   No  ☐   N/A  ☐

What is your current occupation? 

Do you currently hold (or have you held) an elected office?   Yes  ☐   No  ☐ 

If yes, please list office dates and any business voting records or awards that you have received while 
in elected office (Office, Date, Award):      

Have you ever owned a business?       Yes  ☐   No  ☐ 

If so, approximately how many employees did that business have? 

What was the nature of the business? 

Is there anything in your background that has led to a civil or criminal judgment 
against you?     

If so, please explain: 

Yes  ☐   No  ☐



Section II: About You 

Why are you running for this office? 

What differentiates you from the other candidates in the field?  

Why do you believe you can win this race? 

What are the three most significant policy issues facing the state, and how would you address them 
if elected? 

1. 

2. 

3.

K12 education – Since launching my campaign September 2017, I have advocated for a 20% 
pay increase for teachers working four or more years. Moreover, I’ve advocated for district 
consolidation, in-class spending equal to 70% of district spend, and one-on-one mentoring for 
teachers working less than four years. 

Energy and infrastructure – The Legislature and Governor must remain proactive and steer the 
State away from problems which could become insurmountable if not addressed

Funding government – with a focus on healthcare, education and public safety, continue to 
steer and incentivize technological innovations, like telemedicine, that reduce costs and 
increase the quality and accessibility of healthcare, education, and public safety. 



 

 

Section III: Policy Issues 
 

State Budget 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

The primary job of the Arizona Legislature is to produce a balanced budget for the 
governor to sign.  
 
How do you approach government budgeting? 
           
 
 
 
 
What are your budget priorities?  
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tax Policy & Economic Development  
 
 
 
 
 
2 

What policies would you support to encourage new job growth in Arizona? 
 
         
 
 
 
What, if any, economic development tool(s) does Arizona need in order to attract and 
retain high-wage jobs?  
         

 
 
 
 
 
3 
 

Do you support lowering, in a fiscally responsible manner, the 
following taxes on business: 
 

A.) Personal income tax 
 

Yes  ☐   No  ☐

B.) Corporate income tax 
 

   Yes  ☐   No  ☐

C.) Business personal property tax 
 

   Yes  ☐   No  ☐

D.) Commercial property tax 
 

Yes  ☐   No  ☐



 

 

E.) Insurance premium tax 
 

Please explain:       

   Yes  ☐   No  ☐

 
 
 
4 

Capital gains tax in Arizona has been lowered to improve the state’s 
competitiveness. However, the exemption allowed under Arizona 
law is still less than the exemption allowed under federal law. Do 
you support increasing the capital gains exemption to be in 
conformity with federal law, effectively lowering the capital gains 
tax?  
 
Comments:  
 
 
          

Yes  ☐   No  ☐
 

 
 
 
5 

State agencies often collect money through fees paid by the 
regulated community that are designated for specific services, such 
as the granting of permits or licensees. 
 
Do you think agencies should be able to use these fees to cover 
their general operating costs, including services provided to the 
public at-large?  
 

Yes  ☐   No  ☐

 
 
 
6 
 
 

 

Share with us your economic development vision in promoting the state’s attractiveness: 
  

Trade, Transportation and Infrastructure 
 
 
 
 
7 
 
 
 
 
 

How do you believe transportation and infrastructure impact Arizona’s economy? 
         
 
 
 
 
What is the most appropriate way to fund transportation infrastructure? 
       
 
 
 
   

 
 
8 

Do you believe the HURF and the State Aviation Fund should remain 
protected as dedicated transportation funding that cannot be 
swept?   
 
 

Yes  ☐   No  ☐



 

 

Comments: 
          
 

 
9 

Do you believe the Arizona Legislature has a role in promoting safer 
roads and highways? 

   Yes  ☐   No  ☐

 
 

10 

What efforts, if any, should Arizona undertake to expand trade with Mexico and Canada?  
         
 
 
 

Regulatory Policy 
 
 
 

11 

What is your view of the current regulatory environment for business? Be specific in 
identifying areas and/or industries where you believe adjustments are needed.          

 
 
 
 
 

12 

Do you believe employers should have a right to: 
 

a) Set hiring, compensation and leave policies without 
government guidelines? 

 

   Yes  ☐   No  ☐ 
 

b) Maintain drug and alcohol testing policies? 
 

   Yes  ☐   No  ☐

c)  Operate without government intrusion into their internal      
policies and private property rights? 

 

   Yes  ☐   No  ☐ 

    
d) Maintain the ability to protect corporate assets? 

 
   Yes  ☐   No  ☐ 

e) Prevent employees from bringing guns into the workplace? 
 
Comments: 
           
 
 

   Yes  ☐   No  ☐ 



13 

Should Arizona’s environmental standards be more stringent than 
federal standards? 

Comments: 

14 

Does Arizona’s legal environment (tort, civil justice) affect its ability to attract jobs? 
Why or why not? 

15 
Should plaintiffs be required to pay the other side’s legal fees when a lawsuit is deemed 
frivolous or without merit? 

Election Reform 

16 

Do you support the state’s system of public campaign financing 
known as Clean Elections?  

Comments: 

Yes  ☐   No  ☐

17 

Do you support the business community participating in the political 
process?  

Comments: 

Yes  ☐   No  ☐



 

 

Education and Workforce Development 
 
 
 

18 

The Chamber supports a high quality school for every student. We 
believe Arizona’s nationally recognized system of school choice has 
improved student achievement. Will you work to protect and grow 
Arizona’s high quality school choice system? 
 
What is your priority for K-12 education? Please share any ideas 
you have for how to address your priority. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    Yes  ☐   No  ☐

 
 

19 

Do you support Arizona having an A-F grading system for schools? 
 

   Yes  ☐   No  ☐ 
 

Do you support holding schools accountable for student outcomes?  
        

   Yes  ☐   No  ☐ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

20 

The Chamber believes in full transparency of funding for all public 
schools as well as additional funding being awarded to schools that 
demonstrate student success. 
 
Do you support a plan to make all school funding publicly 
transparent at the school level? 
         

 
 
 
 
   Yes  ☐   No  ☐ 
 
 

Do you support additional funds to schools that demonstrate 
student success? 
         
 

   Yes  ☐   No  ☐ 

 
 
 

21 
 

Do you support a differential pay system for high-quality teachers? 
 
What is the solution to attract and retain high-quality educators? 
 
 
 
 

Yes  ☐   No  ☐ 
 

 
22 

Do you support the Governor’s 20x2020 plan to increase teacher 
pay by 20% by the 2020-21 school year? 

Yes  ☐   No  ☐ 

 
23 

At least 40% of students pick a school other than their assigned 
school. Do you believe our funding formula and facilities funding 
should be redesigned to reflect this system of choice? 
 
 
 

Yes  ☐   No  ☐ 



 

 

 
 
 

24 

Do you support the public/private partnerships between industry 
and Career & Technical Education (CTE) programs such as Joint 
Technical Education Districts (JTEDs)? 
 
If so, what role should the Legislature have in funding or improving 
CTE? 
     
 
 

Yes  ☐   No  ☐ 

 
 
 
 

25 

Do you believe current funding levels for the state’s public 
universities and community colleges are appropriate?  
 
If not, what needs to be changed?  
        
 
 

Yes  ☐   No  ☐ 

 
 

26 

What should Arizona do to ensure more students attain post-secondary education, 
whether a college degree or a professional credential or certification? 

Health Care Policy 
 
 
 

27 

Thinking about health care in Arizona, do you believe any 
improvements need to be made to the health care system?   
 
If so, what do you recommend? 
         
  
 
 
      

Yes  ☐   No  ☐ 

 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
 

Does Arizona need more physicians practicing in the state?   
 
If so, do you have any recommendations for increasing the number 
of physicians practicing here? 
         
 

Yes  ☐   No  ☐



 

 

 
 
 

29 

The Arizona Chamber has long supported policies aimed at reducing the cost shifting to 
businesses and individuals with private insurance by reducing the impact of 
uncompensated care and advocating adequate reimbursement for care rendered to 
patients on Medicare and AHCCCS. What efforts, if any, should the state pursue to 
reduce this cost shift? 
 
 
 
 
 
          

 
 

30 

Do you oppose price controls, marketing and rating restrictions, 
benefit and coverage mandates, and other government mandates 
on healthcare providers, insurance companies, pharmaceutical 
companies, and medical device manufacturers? Note: this includes 
laws that require specific conditions or treatments to be covered on 
private insurance policies. 
 
Comments:  
         
 
 
 

Yes  ☐   No  ☐

 
31 

Do you support more market oriented solutions to address the 
current challengers to our health care delivery systems? 

Yes  ☐   No  ☐

Labor Law 
 

32 
Do you support Arizona’s Right-to-Work status? 
 
Comments:  
        
 
   

 Yes  ☐   No  ☐

 
 

33 

Do you support the right of a worker to a private ballot for union 
organizing campaigns?  
 
Comments:  
       
 
 
    

Yes  ☐   No  ☐ 

 
 

34 

Do you support the right of a union member to expressly decide 
whether his or her union dues are used for political purposes?  
 
Comments:  
          
 
 
 

Yes  ☐   No  ☐



 

 

Additional Items 
 
 
 

35 

There are a number of policy areas that are of statewide concern, 
and the policy should therefore be determined by the state 
legislature (e.g., wages, sick leave, etc.). Where cities have decided 
to engage in these policy areas, do you support efforts by the 
Legislature to preempt cities from adopting local ordinances 
regarding these policy areas? 
 
Comments:          

   Yes  ☐   No  ☐ 

 
 
 

36 

What, if any, new immigration initiatives do you believe Arizona needs to undertake? 
         

Any additional thoughts you would like to share? 
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