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MONDAY OCTOBER 26, 2020 | 11AM TO 12:30PM PDT

Canada’s blood donation ban for sexually active “men who have sex with men” has resulted in lawsuits and boycotts, and has left 
many gay, bisexual, trans, and queer men, and Two-Spirit and non-binary people (GBT2Q) feeling discriminated against and stig-
matized. These negative impacts also intersect with trans and Black communities. Caught in the middle of this policy terrain are 
people who rely on blood products and access to a safe and sufficient blood supply. 

Ongoing research and advances in HIV are revealing a new landscape around this controversial policy. It is time to start talking 
about what alternative policies can be implemented in order to end Canada’s current discriminatory blood donation bans. This ses-
sion will be a facilitated discussion between various stakeholders engaged or impacted by blood donation bans. Join us in devel-
oping policy directions that will protect blood recipients, while correcting the stigma against historically oppressed communities.

PRE-SUMMIT EVENTS
Blood Policy Futures for Queer, Trans, and Black Communities: 
A Facilitated Discussion

PrEP: Who’s Not Getting It?

Anti-Racism and Lessons from Liberation

THURSDAY OCTOBER 29, 2020 | 3PM TO 4PM PDT
PANELISTS: HERAK APELIAN (McGILL), DARRELL TAN (ST. MICHAEL’S HOSPITAL), NATHAN LACHOWSKY (CBRC, UNIVER-
SITY OF VICTORIA), NAKIA LEE FOON (UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO), AARON PURDIE (HEALTH INITIATIVE FOR MEN)
MODERATOR: JESSY DAME (CBRC)

It’s been nearly 5 years since Health Canada approved PrEP, yet the highly effective HIV prevention tool remains underutilized or 
out-of-reach for far too many. Despite PrEP becoming increasingly accessible and well-known, critical gaps remain in reaching 
many gay, bi, trans, Two-Spirit, and queer men (GBT2Q), including GBT2Q who are Black, Indigenous, or who use drugs. Who has 
been left behind in our PrEP education and advocacy, and what can be done to address these disparities? 

This panel will highlight findings from PrEP research studies and frontline service provider perspectives to identify key groups who 
may need greater support to access PrEP. The panel will also provide an open discussion on what service providers, community 
organizations, and other stakeholders can do to improve equitable access to PrEP for everyone in Canada.

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 3, 2020 | 1PM TO 3PM PST
PRESENTER: CICELY BELLE BLAIN

Anti-Racism and Lessons from Liberation is an immersive and in depth workshop that exposes our complicity in racist power 
structures that exist all around us. This workshop is both personal and political: an exploration into bias, systemic oppression, lan-
guage, cultural appropriation and intersectionality. Participants will gain a deeper understanding of the different manifestations of 
racism, from systems of power to workplace microaggressions. However, most importantly, they will gain the skills to speak up and 
combat racism in their communities.

Cicely Belle Blain is a Black/mixed, queer femme from London, UK now living on the lands of the Musqueam, Squamish and 
Tsleil-Waututh people. Their ancestry is a mix of Gambian (Wolof), Jamaican and English. At the heart of all their work, Cicely Belle 
harnesses their passion for justice, liberation and meaningful change via transformative education, always with laughter, and fear-
lessly in the face of systemic oppression. They are noted for founding Black Lives Matter Vancouver and subsequently being listed 
as one Vancouver’s 50 most powerful people, BC Business’s 30 under 30 and one of 150 Black women and non-binary people 
making change across Canada. They are now the CEO of Cicely Blain Consulting, social justice-informed diversity and inclusion 
consulting company with over 200 clients across North America, Europe, Asia and Africa. Cicely Belle is an instructor in Executive 
Leadership at Simon Fraser University and the author of Burning Sugar (Arsenal Pulp Press, 2020).



12:00pm PST SUMMIT 2020 WELCOME & OPENING REMARKS (10 MINS) CBRC Staff

12:10pm PST PLENARY: RESISTANCE AND RESILIENCE THROUGH A 
TWO-SPIRIT LONGHOUSE (65 MINS)

Bill White, Florence James, Rocky James, Jessy 
Dame, Jody Jollimore (moderator)

1:15pm PST BREAK

1:30pm PST PLENARY: PROMOTING TWO-SPIRIT HEALTH AND 
WELLBEING: A CONVERSATION WITH TWO-SPIRIT YOUTH 
LEADERS (60 MINS)

Marie Laing, Tunchai Redvers, Jeffrey Ansloos 
(moderator)

DAY 1: AT A GLANCE

PLENARY: Resistance and Resilience through a 
Two-Spirit Longhouse

PLENARY: Promoting Two-Spirit Health and Wellbeing: A 
Conversation with Two-Spirit Youth Leaders

12:10PM PST | BILL WHITE (COAST SALISH ELDER), FLORENCE JAMES (COAST SALISH ELDER), ROCKY JAMES (CBRC COAST 
SALISH EMISSARY), JESSY DAME (CBRC INDIGENOUS AND TWO-SPIRIT PROGRAM MANAGER), 
JODY JOLLIMORE (CBRC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR) (MODERATOR)

CBRC’s path toward Truth and Reconciliation has included a series of commitments and actions, starting in 2016 with an intention-
al approach to creating space at the Summit for Two-Spirit and Indigenous queer and trans peoples. The organization continues 
its journey with the more recent hiring of a Two-Spirit Program Manager and the launch of an Oral Histories project. This panel 
includes some of the Elders and other leaders, both Indigenous and settlers who have been transforming CBRC’s work to be more 
inclusive of and responsive to, Indigenous communities. Panelists will give updates on the organization’s progress toward building 
a Two-Spirit Longhouse, an exciting new Oral Histories project, HIV testing options for Indigenous peoples in BC, and the endorse-
ment of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). This panel will be filmed on the traditional 
and unceded territories of the Coast Salish peoples, specifically on Penelekut Island, in the Salish Sea.

1:30PM PST | MARIE LAING (NATIVE YOUTH SEXUAL HEALTH NETWORK), TUNCHAI REDVERS (WE MATTER), 
JEFFREY ANSLOOS (UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO) (MODERATOR)

In this conversation, we will discuss the importance of supporting the health and wellbeing of Indigenous Queer, Trans and Two 
Spirit peoples, and the intersections of community, identity, and advocacy. In particular, we want to draw attention to the conversa-
tions that Indigenous queer, trans and Two Spirit folks want to have about their experiences with health and healthcare, and as well 
as the changes, both locally and systemically, that are needed to support wellbeing. In particular, this conversation will highlight 
community-based partnerships and youth-engaged research on the health and wellbeing of Indigenous Queer, Trans and Two 
Spirit peoples.

Dr. Jeffrey Ansloos is an Assistant Professor in Indigenous Health and Social Policy and the Canada Research Chair in Critical 
Studies in Indigenous Health and Social Action on Suicide at the University of Toronto. He is also the Chair of the Indigenous Edu-
cation Network at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education. He is a queer Cree psychologist of mixed Cree and English ances-
try. His family comes from Fisher River Cree Nation.



9:00am PST PLENARY ACTIVISM AS SPECULATIVE FICTION: MAKING 
CHANGE FOR THE FUTURE (60 MINS)

Syrus Marcus Ware

10:00am PST CONCURRENT SESSION A (60 MINS)

A1. SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS: COVID RESEARCH/
IMPACT

Eliot Winkler, Aidan Ablona, Mark Gaspar, 
Cornel Grey, Sharnelle Jenkins-Thompson, 
Alana Prochuk

A2. SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS: TRANS HEALTH Mike Smith, Andy Lessard, Étienne 
Chamberland, Robbie Ahmed, Evan Westfal, 
Alexandra Marshall
(Partially Delivered in French)

A3. WORKSHOP: LET'S TALK IT OUT: SEX WITHOUT LABELS Kiarmin Lari, Louis Lin

11:00am PST MORNING BREAK (15 MINS)

11:15am PST CONCURRENT SESSION B (60 MINS)

B1. SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS: HEALTH EQUITY/
INCLUSION

Berto (Uday Norbert), Mohamad Altasseh,
Josh Karam, Ryan Conrad, John Paul Catungal

B2. WORKSHOP: MODEL OF COMMUNITY-BASED TRANS-
AFFIRMATIVE CARE

Isabelle Savard, Nicolas Courcy 
(Delivered in French)

B3. PANEL: TWO-SPIRIT RECONCILIA(C)TION IN RESEARCH: 
CULTURALLY ACCOUNTING FOR & AFFIRMING TWO-
SPIRIT PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES IN SURVEYS

Harlan Pruden, Jessy Dame, Travis Salway

12:15pm PST MID-DAY BREAK (105 MINS)

2:00pm PST PLENARY: RESISTANCE TO THE ONGOING 
CRIMINALIZATION OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASE ACROSS 
CANADA (60 MINS)

Alex McClelland

3:00pm PST CONCURRENT SESSION C (60 MINS)

C1. ROUNDTABLE: STRUCTURAL RACISM IN HEALTHCARE Athanasius “Tanas” Sylliboy, Florence James, 
others TBC

C2. SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS: SUBSTANCE USE Mark Gaspar, Caroline Mniszak, Natasha Parent, 
Maxim Gaudette, Jordan Bond-Gorr
(Partially Delivered in French)

C3. INTEGRATED PANEL: GBQ COUNSELLOR TRAINING Vincent Francoeur, Rahim Thawer and Rick 
Julien, Trevor Hart (moderator)

DAY 2: AT A GLANCE



PLENARY: Activism as Speculative Fiction: 
Making Change for the Future
9:00AM PST | SYRUS MARCUS WARE (McMASTER UNIVERSITY)

The system is changing around us we have now begun a period of collapse, rapid change and reorganization of society. We are 
living in revolutionary times. This talk will consider the concepts of “panarchy” and adaptive change cycles, abolition, and the 
radical reimagining that is required of us right now in order to survive this swirling storm of white supremacy, systemic transphobia, 
climate change, police violence, a new global pandemic and ongoing chaotic times. Drawing on systems change theory, activism 
in the movement for Black lives, and speculative fiction concepts, Syrus will connect the dots and help us understand the current 
moment of resistance and revolution.

Syrus Marcus Ware is an Assistant Professor at the School of the Arts, McMaster University. He is a Vanier scholar, visual artist, 
activist, curator and educator. Syrus uses painting, installation and performance to explore social justice frameworks and black 
activist culture, and he’s shown widely in galleries and festivals across Canada. He is a core-team member of Black Lives Matter – 
Toronto, a part of the Performance Disability Art Collective, and an ABD PhD candidate at York University in the Faculty of Environ-
mental Studies. His on-going curatorial work includes That’s So Gay (Gladstone Hotel, 2016-2019) and BlacknessYes!/Blockorama. 
He is the co-editor or the best-selling Until We Are Free: Reflections on Black Lives Matter in Canada (URP, 2020)

PLENARY: Resistance to the Ongoing Criminalization 
of Communicable Disease Across Canada
2:00PM PST | ALEX McCLLELLAND (CARLETON UNIVERSITY)

There have been many comparisons between historical and ongoing responses to the HIV epidemic and current responses to 
COVID-19. Based on academic and activist projects examining the intersections of police, the criminal justice system, and public 
health institutions, this talk will trace the ways in which communicable diseases, namely HIV and COVID-19, have been policed and 
criminalized in Canada, and how communities have collectively responded. Canada is a leading country in the world for criminaliz-
ing people living with HIV, a practice which targets many queer men, as well as Black, Indigenous and people of colour. 

This punitive legacy has laid the groundwork for the intensified policing of public and private life under new COVID-19 regulations, 
including snitch-lines and forms of surveillance. Such criminalization of COVID-19 has created even greater insecurity and uncer-
tainty for queers, Black, Indigenous and people of colour, people living with HIV, people who sell and who use drugs, and people 
who sell sex. Finally, this talk will look to harm reduction, racial justice organizing, and mutual aid, to outline a path forward for 
collective action and community care.

Alexander McClelland focuses his work on the intersections of life, law and disease, where he has developed a range of collab-
orative and interdisciplinary writing, academic, activist, and artistic projects to address issues of criminalization, sexual autonomy, 
surveillance, drug liberation, and the construction of knowledge on HIV. Alexander recently joined the Institute of Criminology 
and Criminal Justice, Carleton University as an Assistant Professor. From 2019-2020, he was a Banting Postdoctoral Fellow at the 
University of Ottawa in the Department of Criminology. He is also the co-creator of the Policing the Pandemic Mapping Project, a 
public criminology, data justice, and counter-mapping project which tracks the enforcement of COVID-19 regulations across Can-
ada. The project has been featured widely in the media, including by the BBC news, the CBC, the Globe and Mail, and the Toronto 
Star. In 2019, he presented his doctoral research findings on the harms of criminalizing HIV non-disclosure in Canada as an invited 
expert witness to the House of Commons Standing Committee on Justice and Human Rights. His work has been funded by CIHR, 
SSHRC, Concordia University, University of Ottawa, and the Institute for Anarchist Studies. He is a member of the Canadian Coali-
tion to Reform HIV Criminalization and the HIV Justice Network Global Advisory Panel.



9:00am PST PLENARY:  MAKING VISIBLE THE IMPACTS OF COVID-19 ON 
OUR COMMUNITIES (60 MINS)

Nathan Lachowsky

10:00am PST CONCURRENT SESSION D (60 MINS)

D1. SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS: MENTAL & SOCIAL 
HEALTH

Angel Kennedy, Shayna Skakoon-Sparling, 
Nick Metheny, Elizabeth Dromer

D2. WORKSHOP: THE BLACK GAY MEN’S NETWORK OF 
ONTARIO: EMPOWERING OURSELVES TO SURVIVE AND 
THRIVE! 

Robert Alsberry, Robert Ball, Diavin Miller, oth-
ers TBC

D3. ROUNDTABLE: LEANING INTO WHAT YOU DON’T KNOW 
– PRELIMINARY FINDINGS OF THE ONTARIO TRANS 
INTERWEAVING PROJECT

Dane Griffiths, Devon MacFarlane

11:00am PST MORNING BREAK (15 MINS)

11:15am PST CONCURRENT SESSION E (60 MINS)

E1. WORKSHOP: CONSENT AND RESPECT: TALK IS GOOD, 
ACTION IS BETTER!

Brock Dumville 
(Delivered in French)

E2. INTEGRATED PANEL: CHANGING THE NARRATIVE 
ON HIV AND STBBI TESTING: INNOVATIONS AND 
COMMUNITY REFLECTIONS

Chris Draenos, Andrés Montiel, MacKenzie 
Stewart, Praney Anand, Natasha Lawrence, 
Rocky James

E3. INTEGRATED PANEL: THE INVESTIGAYTORS: 
ADDRESSING QUEER & TRANS KNOWLEDGE GAPS 
THROUGH COMMUNITY-BASED RESEARCH

Ben Klassen, others TBC

12:15pm PST MID-DAY BREAK (105 MINS)

2:00pm PST PLENARY: DARE TO CHALLENGE: TURNING TO OUR 
RADICAL ROOTS TO ADDRESS RACIAL INCLUSION 
(60 MINS)

Vincent Mousseau
(Delivered in French)

3:00pm PST CONCURRENT SESSION F (60 MINS)

F1. WORKSHOP: AMBIGUOUS PANDEMIC FEELS Rahim Thawer

F2. ROUNDTABLE: KOMINOTE PROJECT: INTERVENING 
WITH BLACK GBTQ+ MEN IN MONTRÉAL

Vincent Mousseau
(Delivered in French)

F3. INTEGRATED PANEL: REFLECTIONS AND 
VISIONS: A CONVERSATION ABOUT SOGIECE AND 
INTERSECTIONAL ADVOCACY

Erika Muse, Matt Ashcroft, Nick Schiavo, Travis 
Salway, Michael Kwag

DAY 3: AT A GLANCE



PLENARY: Making Visible the Impacts of COVID-19 On 
Our Communities
9:00AM PST | NATHAN LACHOWSKY (CBRC, UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA)

How has the COVID-19 pandemic affected our communities? Very few government or public health agencies have collected infor-
mation to differentiate the experiences of gay, bi, and queer men as well as Two-Spirit and non-binary people from general society. 
We know from decades of research about the underlying social and health inequities experienced by our communities, but how 
did COVID-19 and our different public health responses across the country attend to or exacerbate these issues? To address this 
knowledge gap, CBRC launched a national bilingual COVID-19 survey in August 2020. Using CBRC’s previous Sex Now 2019 survey 
as a “pre-COVID” baseline, we will learn how this new pandemic impacted our communities. We will also present new collaborative 
research plans for a novel COVID-19 study for all LGBTQ2+ people across Canada. 

Nathan Lachowsky is Research Director at the CBRC and Principal Investigaytor of the Sex Now survey. He is also an Associate 
Professor in the School of Public Health and Social Policy and Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research Scholar at the Uni-
versity of Victoria.

PLENARY: Dare to Challenge: Turning to Our Radical Roots 
to Address Racial Inclusion
2:00PM | VINCENT MOUSSEAU (RÉZO) | DELIVERED IN FRENCH WITH LIVE INTERPRETATION

Our communities were born in the embers of a revolutionary movement. The very concept of resistance flows through our veins. 
And yet, over the years, our systems of solidarity and mutual aid have gradually given way to a panoply of community organiza-
tions. Our protest demonstrations have become parades and festivals. Our struggle against 2SLGBTQ+phobic violence has been 
whitewashed (pun intended), becoming a movement for inclusion within oppressive bodies. The radical passion that fuelled our 
struggles has mutated, ceding its place to organizations which are more likely to seek funding from governments rather than make 
demands of them.

But what can we do when the organizations that are supposed to represent us leave queer and trans people of colour by the 
wayside? These same populations, integral to the birth of our protest movements, now see themselves excluded. With the Black 
Lives Matter movement and our collective awakening to systemic racism, our organizations are at a real turning point. But despite 
good intentions, we struggle to make lasting change. Using an auto-ethnographic approach, Vincent will review their experiences 
as a Black queer and trans person, and as someone who has worked with several community-based organizations. This presenta-
tion aims to confront us with the harsh realities about the inclusive work we do and encourages us to take a critical look at the long 
road ahead.

Vincent Mousseau is a social worker, educator, and community organizer based in Tiohtià:ke (Montréal, QC), on the unceded terri-
tory of the Kanien’kehá:ka (Mohawk). They are currently doing a master’s degree in social work at Université de Montréal and hold 
a Bachelor of Social Work degree from McGill University. As both an activist and an educator, their areas of expertise include an-
ti-oppressive framework, community outreach strategies for queer and trans people of colour, intersectional analysis, Black Lives 
Matter activism, and anti-assimilationist queer activism. Their current areas of academic interest surround intersectional models of 
identity development for Black 2SLGBTQ+ people and their effect on health and social service provision, as well as the creation of 
intergenerational and intersectional 2SLGBTQ+ spaces.



Summit 2020 Sponsors

PRESENTING PARTNERS

PRE-SUMMIT EVENT SERIES SPONSOR

FUNDERS

Summit 2020 is made possible through the support of this year’s presenting partner ViiV Healthcare, as well as contributions from 
the Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC) and the Province of BC. The views expressed at the Summit do not necessarily reflect 
the policies or opinions of our sponsors.


