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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Community-Based Research Centre (CBRC) acknowledges the historic and ongoing impacts of 
colonization on Indigenous peoples in Canada, including countless lives lost, as well as racist systems 
and institutions that continue to marginalize Indigenous peoples. We commit to decolonization and 
reconciliation as an essential part of equity and inclusion for queer, trans, Two-Spirit, and non-binary 
people. We acknowledge that we must work continually and meaningfully to create space in which 
Indigenous peoples can thrive and feel safe. 

CBRC’s work extends across Turtle Island, which includes the land now known as Canada. Specifi cally, 
we recognize that we live and operate on the traditional and unceded territories of the Musqueam, 
Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh (Vancouver); the Lkwungen (Esquimalt and Songhees), Malahat, 
Pacheedaht, Scia’new, T’Sou-ke and WSÁNEĆ (Pauquachin, Tsartlip, Tsawout, Tseycum) Peoples 
(Victoria); the Nehiyaw (Cree) and Michif (Métis) in Amiskwaciwâskahikan (Edmonton); the Niitsitapi 
(Blackfoot) and the people of the Treaty 7 region in Southern Alberta, which includes the Siksika, the 
Piikuni, the Kainai, the Tsuut’ina and the Stoney Nakoda First Nations, including Chiniki, Bearpaw, and 
Wesley First Nations, and the Métis (Calgary); the Wendat, Anishnaabeg, Haudenosaunee, Métis, and 
the Mississaugas of Credit First Nation (Toronto); the Algonquin Anishnaabeg (Ottawa); as well as the 
Beothuk, Mi’kmaq, and Wolastoqiyik (Maliseet), Innu, and Inuit communities of Atlantic Canada.
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INTRODUCTION
Summit 2020: Resistance & Responsibility
In many ways, 2020 has brought unprecedented challenges that make us reconsider how we relate 
to each other as communities and individuals. In responding to the COVID-19 pandemic, the ongoing 
overdose crisis, and police violence towards Black and Indigenous people within and beyond our 
colonial borders, long-existing inequities are being pushed front and centre. Now, we are forced to 
ask: How can we resist such harmful, persistent disparities to create systems that look after everyone? 
Who – within our community, research, and health care organizations – is responsible for driving that 
change, and who is being left out?

As gay, bi, trans, Two-Spirit and queer men (GBT2Q), we have faced these questions before. As novel 
as 2020 feels, injustice – and resisting injustice – has been part of our experiences from the very arrival 
of settlers on this unceded land: Two-Spirit people who preserved and passed on teachings, language 
and culture; HIV activists who fought for access to lifesaving drugs; queer and trans leaders who 
created movements towards rights and protections for our communities.

The building blocks of conquering today’s inequities are found in this history. GBT2Q people drive 
change when we organize, defy the status quo, chart new paths forward, and hold each other 
accountable. When we push systems to respond to our needs or create our own supports when we’ve 
been shut out. When we ask ourselves, each other, and those with power and privilege, to keep doing 
better.

It is on this legacy of resistance and responsibility that we host this year’s Summit. How can we learn 
from our past and commit to building resistance in our diverse communities, fi nding solidarity with 
other movements seeking justice across race, class and other social axes? How do we demand our 
health care systems, institutions and our own coalitions to be responsive and accountable to unique, 
intersectional queer and trans needs?

To answer these questions, we invite community workers, health care providers, practitioners, 
counsellors, researchers, Elders, teachers, advocates and all those looking to contribute – in large 
or small ways – to participate in Summit 2020. Mobilizing communities and allies has always been a 
cornerstone of progress and, whether in person or virtual, the value of exchanging ideas and building 
capacity remains critical for strengthening the health and wellbeing of our communities.
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REGISTRATION
Registration to Summit 2020 is free, but required! To register for our three pre-Summit events – taking 
place October 26, 29, and November 3 – head over to events.cbrc.net.

To register for the main Summit event on November 4-6, which includes our featured keynote 
speakers and concurrent sessions, go to cbrcsummit.net and sign up.

If you want to know more, or if you require assistance to complete your registration, please contact us 
at summit@cbrc.net.

PARTICIPANT DIRECTORY
Going online for Summit 2020 has extended the reach of the conference like never before! While this 
increases the opportunity for many more to participate, it also means we won’t be able to interact in 
quite the same way as we would if we were gathering in person. In order to facilitate networking and 
engagement, we have created a Summit participant directory!

After registering, you will be invited to share some basic information about yourself — such as your 
fields of interest, professional occupation, and affiliation. If you choose to opt-in, your name will 
appear in the participant directory on the Summit conference platform, and the information you 
provide will appear next to your name. 

The goal of this directory is to facilitate exchanges and networking amongst participants. Please note 
that it is entirely voluntary and CBRC will not share your personal information beyond the directory. To 
read CBRC’s Privacy Policy, go to: cbrc.net/privacy

CERTIFICATES OF ATTENDANCE
If you require a Certificate of Attendance, please let us know during the registration process by 
checking the box at the end of the form. The certificate will be emailed to you after the conclusion of 
Summit.
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CONFERENCE SERVICES & POLICIES
COMMUNITY GUIDELINES
Welcome to Summit 2020! Our shared commitment to queer and trans health is part of what 
brings us together at Summit each year! In response to feedback from Summit participants, we have 
introduced Community Guidelines to help us build a safer, supportive, and inclusive space. 

These guidelines include our expectations for how we treat each other within this space:

1. Respect personal experiences. In many cases, presenters, moderators, facilitators, and 
participants share from their personal experiences as part of the Summit. We know these 
personal experiences are powerful in shaping our understanding of the world around us. The 
experiences of another person, and the words that person uses to describe them, are not up for 
debate or disagreement. 

2. Follow guidelines from presenters, moderators, and facilitators. Summit 2020 is 
welcoming many presenters and guests this year, and there are a variety of session types, each 
with different possibilities for participation. Throughout Summit, follow the specific guidelines for 
each presentation about confidentiality and participation (e.g. posting comments or questions). 
Most sessions will be recorded and published online in our content library after the Summit 
– if you have any concerns about being included in a recorded session, please let us know at 
summit@cbrc.net. 

3. Share the space! Many of us have lots to say about the topics we will be considering. During 
questions and conversations, our team will prioritize new participants, participants who have not 
yet spoken, and participants who identify as a peer to the topic being discussed. We will do our 
best to ensure as many people as possible can participate. When participating in the live chat 
during a presentation, please ask your question or make your comment once, and our team will 
make sure to pass on questions and comments to the presenters. 

4. Participate from a place of learning, with an open mind. We all have something to learn 
from this year’s Summit program, as well as things we can teach! As a participant, you will play 
a key role in pushing discussions forward, asking questions, and building your capacity to enact 
change in your own local community.

The live chat will be monitored for all sessions at Summit 2020. We will follow up directly with 
participants who are not following these guidelines, and work with participants to ensure these 
guidelines are upheld. If participants are unable to participate in the Summit in ways that creates a 
supportive environment for all participants, participants will be removed. Should you have a concern 
about someone’s participation, please let us know at summit@cbrc.net.

Racism, transphobia, biphobia, sexism, homophobia, ableism, anti-Semitism, classism, 
fatphobia, Islamophobia, and other forms of discrimination or hate speech, as well as 
intimidation and personal attacks are not permitted. Our team will address any of these instances 
immediately, including removing any participants who behave in this way from the virtual space. 

Content Note & Accessing Support: The Summit will cover a range of topics, including many that 
may bring up harmful, traumatic, violent, or isolating experiences. These topics include racism, anti-
Black violence, sexual orientation and gender identity change efforts, criminalization of people living 
with HIV, suicide, addiction, sexualized violence, cissexism, and colonization. Given our focus on anti-
racism content this year, we recognize that these kinds of presentations may be emotionally taxing for 
Black folks, Indigenous peoples, and people of colour (BIPOC).

We encourage participants to reach out to the counselling and mental health professionals that have 
partnered with Summit 2020 to process any of the content, feelings, or experiences it brings up for 
us. We also encourage participants to choose whether or not to participate in sessions based on their 
content. Please refer to the “Counselling” section of the Summit 2020 program below for more 
details.
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LANGUAGE OF THE CONFERENCE
Dating back to Summit 2017, Community-Based Research Centre (CBRC) has strived to make the 
conference more accessible for our Francophone participants, presenters, and stakeholders, as well as 
participants who are deaf, hard of hearing, or those who have other accessibility needs. 

While English remains the primary language used at the Summit, we offer closed captioning for 
pre-recorded presentations (in their original language) and will offer simultaneous interpretation for 
plenary sessions as well as certain concurrent sessions (see the schedule below for more details). 
Once the conference is over, CBRC will publish English- and French-captioned recordings of all Summit 
2020 sessions on our website by November 30.

For more information on the steps we’ve taken to ensure linguistic accessibility, please consult our 
Accessibility Statement above or at www.cbrc.net/Summit_2020.

ACCESSIBILITY STATEMENT
CBRC is committed to providing an inclusive and accessible Summit in order to support participation 
for everyone. Our first-ever virtual edition provides us both with new opportunities and challenges 
with regard to accessibility. To make our programming more accessible, CBRC is committed to:

• Providing simultaneous interpretation (English to French or French to English) during live plenary 
sessions;

• Offering closed captioning for pre-recorded short oral presentations in their original language;
• Publishing English- and French-captioned recordings of all Summit 2020 sessions on CBRC’s 

website by November 30.

Though we are doing our best to enable everyone’s participation during Summit, we recognize that 
some needs may not be met through these measures. If you have other accessibility needs which have 
not been addressed through this statement, please let us know when completing your registration 
form. If you have questions or comments regarding the accessibility of Summit 2020, please contact 
summit@cbrc.net.

COUNSELLING
Having a tough day? Participating in a panel or workshop that is distressing or upsetting? We 
understand that some of the content and discussions at Summit 2020 may be difficult to hear, 
and encourage any participant in need to reach out to one of the counsellors and mental health 
professionals who CBRC has partnered with for Summit 2020.

Available counsellors and mental health professionals will be listed on the Summit Participant 
Directory located on the conference platform, and can be contacted via direct message. Please 
feel free to reach out to them if you need someone to talk to – privately and confidentially. 
Communications between users on the Summit Participant Directory will not be monitored or saved 
by CBRC.

Please note that the support being made available to attendees does not constitute a formal, 
documented, professional counselling service. The aim of this support is to provide attendees with 
informal and rapid counselling, active listening, or peer support so that attendees feeling distressed or 
upset have someone that they can speak to in a safe and confidential way.

Need help figuring out how to access counselling support during Summit 2020? Contact us at 
summit@cbrc.net.
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SESSION ROOM PROTOCOLS
• Timing: CBRC will work to ensure that all sessions start and end on time. Though many presen-

tations are pre-recorded, we ask all presenters and participants to help us achieve that and keep 
the Summit 2020 on schedule. Have some more questions to ask, but the session is about to 
end? Use our participant directory and direct messaging platform to continue chatting with the 
presenter and ask them your questions!

• Video Recording: The entirety of Summit 2020’s main programming (November 4-6) will be 
recorded and available for viewing after the conference’s end. We therefore ask participants to 
refrain from recording the presentations they attend.

DIGITAL PLATFORMS
We encourage participants to share their experiences of Summit 2020 on social media! You can 
connect with us in the following platforms: 

THECBRC 
@CBRCTWEETS
THECBRC
@THECBRC
CBRCGAYMENSHEALTH

We look forward to your posts, comments, and stories highlighting your favourite moments. Don’t 
forget to add the hashtag #CBRCSummit2020!

EVALUATION
CBRC’s goal is to ensure that the Summit is an enjoyable and educational conference experience for 
everyone. As Summit 2020 is our first time going virtual, we are particularly interested in getting your 
feedback on the transition to the online format, which will help us improve future online events.

At the end of each plenary and concurrent session, participants will be invited to complete a very 
short evaluation survey, a link to which will be posted in the chat. After the conference, all participants 
will receive an email invitation to complete an evaluation survey on their experience at Summit 2020. 
Participants are also encouraged to submit comments or suggestions in our feedback box, located 
within the conference platform.
 

SUMMIT 2020 TEAMS & HOST
Our teams and committees have been hard at work to organize Summit 2020, which is being offered 
free of charge, and open to participants in Canada and beyond! CBRC would like to recognize the 
important contributions of our members and external partners who have helped to organize this 
year’s Summit.

SUMMIT 2020 OPERATIONS TEAM
Many members of the CBRC team have worked hard over the past several months to support the 
planning and delivery of Summit 2020:

Michael Kwag, Knowledge Exchange and Policy Development Director
Francesco MacAllister-Caruso, Communications Manager
Jose Patiño-Gomez, Digital Marketing Manager
Keith Reynolds, Web Coordinator
Jessy Dame, Two-Spirit Program Manager
Ben Klassen, Sex Now Research Manager
Kirk Furlotte, Atlantic Regional Manager
Christopher Charlebois, Summit Content Development Assistant
Beau Shaw, Summit Production Assistant
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BIPOC ADVISORY COMMITTEE
CBRC established a BIPOC advisory committee this year in order to strengthen the role of Black and 
Indigenous voices in the planning of the Summit. We want to acknowledge the critically important 
contributions by our BIPOC committee members, who have helped address a need for increased 
representation and participation in the Summit among Black, Indigenous, and People of Colour.

David Absalom, Independent Consultant
Robert Alsberry, Black Gay Men’s Network of Ontario (BGMN)
Jessy Dame, CBRC
Rocky James, Salish Social Policy & CBRC
Richard Jenkins,  2 Spirits in Motion

SUMMIT 2020 PROGRAMMING COMMITTEE
The role of the Summit Programming Committee (SPC) is to provide advice on the planning, delivery, 
and evaluation of the Summit, including the development of the conference theme and program, 
review of abstracts, and many other aspects of Summit planning. We would like to recognize all the 
SPC members for their contributions and support in organizing Summit 2020!

Sarah Chown, YouthCO
Alexandre Dumont Blais, RÉZO Santé
Olivier Ferlatte, Université de Montréal
Daniel Grace, University of Toronto
Ben Klassen, CBRC
Alec Moorji, Edmonton Men’s Health Collective (EMHC)
Roberto Núñez-Ortiz, Independent Consultant
Aaron Purdie, Health Initiative for Men (HIM)
Travis Salway, Simon Fraser University
Rusty Souleymanov, University of Manitoba

SUMMIT 2020 HOST
Roberto Ortiz Núñez
Roberto Ortiz Núñez (he/him) was the 
founding Executive Director of MAX Ottawa, 
a position he held from 2016 until July 
2020. Prior to that, he was a Research and 
Development Offi  cer at RÉZO Santé in 
Montréal. In these capacities, he participated 
in the development of various community 
initiatives related to the health and well-being 
of GBT2Q men. His master’s thesis focused on 
the online affi  rmation of young guys who like 
guys. As a Mexican who immigrated to Canada 
in 2009, he is particularly concerned about the 
well-being of LGBTQ+ immigrants.
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PRE-SUMMIT ANCILLARY EVENTS
PANEL — Blood Policy Futures for Queer, Trans, and Black 
Communities: A Facilitated Discussion
Monday October 26, 2020 | 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM PDT | Presentation in English | Panelists: Dana Devine (Centre 
for Blood Research), Nathan Lachowsky (CBRC, University of Victoria), Paul MacPherson (University of Ott awa, 
Ott awa Hospital Research Institute), Robert  Alsberry (Black Gay Men’s Network of Ontario), Osmel B. Guerra 
Maynes (Capital Pride, All Blood is Equal), OmiSoore Dryden (Dalhousie University), Moderator: Rob Higgins
(University of Victoria)

Canada’s blood donation ban for sexually active “men who have sex with men” has resulted in lawsuits 
and boycotts, and has left many gay, bisexual, trans, and queer men, and Two-Spirit and non-binary 
people (GBT2Q) feeling discriminated against and stigmatized. These negative impacts also intersect 
with trans and Black communities. Caught in the middle of this policy terrain are people who rely on 
blood products and access to a safe and suffi  cient blood supply. 

Ongoing research and advances in HIV are revealing a new landscape around this controversial policy. 
It is time to start talking about what alternative policies can be implemented in order to end Canada’s 
current discriminatory blood donation bans. This session will be a facilitated discussion between 
various stakeholders engaged or impacted by blood donation bans. Join us in developing policy 
directions that will protect blood recipients, while correcting the stigma against historically oppressed 
communities. 

PANEL — PrEP: Who’s Not Gett ing It? 
Thursday October 29, 2020 | 3:00 PM to 4:00 PM PDT | Presentation in English | Panelists: Herak Apelian 
(RI-MUHC, CIUSS, Engage), Darrell Tan, Nathan Lachowsky (CBRC, University of Victoria), Nakia Lee Foon
(University of Toronto), Aaron Purdie (Health Initiative for Men), Moderator: Jessy Dame (CBRC) 

It’s been nearly 5 years since Health Canada approved PrEP, yet the highly eff ective HIV prevention 
tool remains underutilized or out-of-reach for far too many. Despite PrEP becoming increasingly 
accessible and well-known, critical gaps remain in reaching many gay, bi, trans, Two-Spirit, and queer 
men (GBT2Q), including GBT2Q who are Black, Indigenous, or who use drugs. Who has been left 
behind in our PrEP education and advocacy, and what can be done to address these disparities? This 
panel will highlight fi ndings from PrEP research studies and frontline service provider perspectives to 
identify key groups who may need greater support to access PrEP. The panel will also provide an open 
discussion on what service providers, community organizations, and other stakeholders can do to 
improve equitable access to PrEP for everyone in Canada.

WORKSHOP — Anti-Racism and Lessons from Liberation
Tuesday November 3, 2020 | 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM PST | Presentation in English | Cicely Belle Blain

Anti-Racism and Lessons from Liberation is an 
immersive and in depth workshop that exposes 
our complicity in racist power structures 
that exist all around us. This workshop is 
both personal and political: an exploration 
into bias, systemic oppression, language, 
cultural appropriation and intersectionality. 
Participants will gain a deeper understanding 
of the diff erent manifestations of racism, 
from systems of power to workplace 
microaggressions. However, most importantly, 
they will gain the skills to speak up and combat 
racism in their communities.
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DAY 1: WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4TH
KEYNOTE PANELISTS — Resistance and Resilience through 
Culture: Building a Two-Spirit Longhouse
William White
William White, Xelimulh & Kasalid, Coast 
Salish, has worked with traditionally-
trained Sulsalewh/Elders since the 70’s 
and has learned that the Coast Salish 
peoples belong to “a living culture.” 
He has been involved in cross-cultural 
training at SFU, St. Michaels University 
School in Victoria, CBRC, and Health 
Equity Collaborative. 

As a Board Member for the Ninogaad 
Knowledge Keepers Foundation, William 
published  “The Teachings of Chief Kwaxsistala, Adam Dick and the Atla’gima (Spirits of the Forests) 
Dance” in Plants People and Places (2020) with Kim Recalma-Clutesi and Doug Doer, edited by N.J. 
Turner. William is also a part of Chief M. Wyse of Snuneymuxw Elders’ Advisory Council and and 
Advisor for Kwumet Lelum Children’s agency, a new Tribal School called Kwam Kwam Stuwixwulth 
(Strong Children) Snuneymuxw to assist with applying traditional knowledge called Sinyews, intended 
to maintain, balance, healing and belonging.

Florence James
Florence James is a Coast Salish Elder from the Penelakut Tribe. Florence was born and raised on the 
Gulf Islands, Galiano and Penelakut Island, the traditional territory of Puneluxutth’. She is one of the 
Elders in Residence at Vancouver Island University. Florence also teaches the Hul’q’umi’num Language, 
and is the elder for many child and family programs. For the past four years, Florence has worked 
alongside her son Rocky to open the Summit with an Indigenous ceremony and opening plenary to 
help guide CBRC in its path towards Truth & Reconciliation.

Rocky James
Rocky James is from the Penelakut Tribes. 
The Penelakut Tribes are located on 
northern Galiano Island, Penelakut Island, 
Tent Island, and has a reserve located 
on Vancouver Island near Crofton. The 
Penelakut Tribes are part of the Coast Salish 
Nation. Rocky has a Bachelor of Arts in First 
Nations Studies, and a Master of Arts in 
Human and Social Development – Studies in 
Policy and Practice.

Rocky is the Coast Salish Two-Spirit Emissary for CBRC. Work involves localizing the calls to action 
from the Canada Truth and Reconciliation Commission, the Calls to Justice from the National Inquiry 
into Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women and Girls, and the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Rocky is also facilitating an oral histories project with Two-Spirit 
elders. The project serves as the traditional Indigenous foundation for constructing the CBRC Two-
Spirit Longhouse. A forum for Two-Spirit people to discuss issues relating to their well-being and 
development.

Jessy Dame
Jessy Dame is a very proud Two-Spirit Métis Certifi ed Registered Nurse within Vancouver Coastal 
Health. He has worked within neonatal care, perinatal care, remote practice within Indigenous 
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communities, and within a queer focused sexual health clinic downtown Vancouver. He currently 
works with CBRC as the Two-Spirit Program Manager and is in the process of completing his Master of 
Nursing with a focus on self-identifi ed men who have sex with men and sexual health.

Jody Jollimore
Jody Jollimore is the Executive Director of Community-Based Research Centre (CBRC) and is based 
in Vancouver, BC. He and the CBRC team lead national queer health projects including the annual 
Summit and Sex Now survey, as well as community health leadership programs and network building 
initiatives that aim to strengthen capacity in our communities to achieve structural change. Jody is the 
Principal Knowledge User on the national Engage study, and is a co-investigator or knowledge user on 
several CIHR-funded implementation science grants focused on queer men’s health in Canada. Jody 
combines a passion for policy, politics, and public health to improve health and social outcomes for 
queer and trans communities.

KEYNOTE PANELISTS — Promoting Two-Spirit Health and 
Wellbeing: A Conversation with Two-Spirit Youth Leaders
Marie Laing
Marie Laing is a queer Kanyen’kehá:ka scholar 
of mixed Haudenosaunee and Irish/Scottish/
South African settler ancestry. Her family 
comes from Six Nations of the Grand River, 
and she belongs to the turtle clan. Marie 
holds an Honours Bachelor of Arts in Sexual 
Diversity Studies from the University of 
Toronto and a Master of Arts in Social Justice 
Education from the Ontario Institute for 
Studies in Education. She currently works as 
a writer, researcher and educator in various 
capacities, and she is a youth leader with the 
Native Youth Sexual Health Network.

Tunchai Redvers
Tunchai [she/they] is a Dene/Métis two-spirit social justice warrior, writer, creator, performer and 
facilitator from Treaty 8 territory, NWT. She holds a BA in International Development Studies with 
specializations in Gender & Development and Global Citizenship, as well as a Master of Indigenous 
Social Work from Wilfrid Laurier University. Recognized nationally and internationally for her work 
and advocacy, she is the co-founder of We Matter, a national organization dedicated to Indigenous 
youth hope and life promotion. Her debut collection of poetry, Fireweed, was published in 2019 with 
Kegedonce Press, with her writing aiming to decolonize and indigenize identity, mental health and 
healing. She has spent considerable time living, travelling, speaking, and working with Indigenous 
communities internationally and across Canada, and considers herself a nomad just like her ancestors. 

Moderator: Jeff rey Ansloos
Dr. Jeff rey Ansloos is an Assistant Professor in Indigenous Health and Social Policy and the Canada 
Research Chair in Critical Studies in Indigenous Health and Social Action on Suicide at the University of 
Toronto. He is also the Chair of the Indigenous Education Network at the Ontario Institute for Studies 
in Education. He is a queer Cree psychologist of mixed Cree and English ancestry. His family comes 
from Fisher River Cree Nation.
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DAY 1, NOVEMBER 4, AT A GLANCE
12:00PM PST SUMMIT 2020 WELCOME & OPENING REMARKS 

(10 MINS)
Roberto Ortiz Nuñez (Summit 
2020 Host), Michael Kwag 
(CBRC)

12:10PM PST PLENARY: RESISTANCE AND RESILIENCE THROUGH 
A TWO-SPIRIT LONGHOUSE (65 MINS)

Bill White, Florence James, 
Rocky James, Jessy Dame, Jody 
Jollimore

1:15PM PST BREAK

1:30PM PST PLENARY: PROMOTING TWO-SPIRIT HEALTH AND 
WELLBEING: A CONVERSATION WITH TWO-SPIRIT 
YOUTH LEADERS (60 MINS)

Marie Laing, Tunchai Redvers, 
Jeffrey Ansloos (moderator)

PLENARY PANEL — Resistance and Resilience through Culture: 
Building a Two-Spirit Longhouse
12:10 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. PST | Plenary Room | Live interpretation from English to French | Panelists: Bill White 
(Coast Salish Elder), Florence James (Coast Salish Elder), Rocky James (CBRC Coast Salish Emissary), Jessy 
Dame (CBRC Two-Spirit Program Manager), Jody Jollimore (CBRC Executive Director)

CBRC’s path toward Truth and Reconciliation has included a series of commitments and actions, 
starting in 2016 with an intentional approach to creating space at the Summit for Two-Spirit and 
Indigenous queer and trans peoples. The organization continues its journey with the more recent 
hiring of a Two-Spirit Program Manager and the launch of an Oral Histories project. This panel includes 
some of the Elders and other leaders, both Indigenous and settlers who have been transforming 
CBRC’s work to be more inclusive of and responsive to, Indigenous communities. Panelists will give 
updates on the organization’s progress toward building a Two-Spirit Longhouse, an exciting new Oral 
Histories project, HIV testing options for Indigenous peoples in BC, and the endorsement of the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). This panel will be filmed on 
the traditional and unceded territories of the Coast Salish peoples, specifically on Penelekut Island, in 
the Salish Sea.

PLENARY PANEL — Promoting Two-Spirit Health and Wellbeing:  
A Conversation with Two-Spirit Youth Leaders
1:30 PM to 2:30 PM PST | Plenary Room | Live interpretation from English to French | Panelists: Marie Laing 
(Native Youth Sexual Health Network), Tunchai Redvers (We Matter), Moderator: Jeffrey Ansloos (University of 
Toronto)

In this conversation, we will discuss the importance of supporting the health and wellbeing of 
Indigenous Queer, Trans and Two Spirit peoples, and the intersections of community, identity, and 
advocacy. In particular, we want to draw attention to the conversations that Indigenous queer, trans 
and Two Spirit folks want to have about their experiences with health and healthcare, and as well as 
the changes, both locally and systemically, that are needed to support wellbeing. In particular, this 
conversation will highlight community-based partnerships and youth-engaged research on the health 
and wellbeing of Indigenous Queer, Trans and Two Spirit peoples.
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DAY 2: THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5TH
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
Syrus Marcus Ware
Syrus is an Assistant Professor at the School 
of the Arts, McMaster University. He is a 
Vanier scholar, visual artist, activist, curator 
and educator. Syrus uses painting, installation 
and performance to explore social justice 
frameworks and black activist culture, and 
he’s shown widely in galleries and festivals 
across Canada. He is a core-team member 
of Black Lives Matter – Toronto, a part of the 
Performance Disability Art Collective, and 
an ABD PhD candidate at York University in 
the Faculty of Environmental Studies. His 
on-going curatorial work includes That’s 
So Gay (Gladstone Hotel, 2016-2019) and 
BlacknessYes!/Blockorama. He is the co-
editor or the best-selling Until We Are Free: 
Refl ections on Black Lives Matter in Canada 
(URP, 2020)

Alexander McClelland
Alexander McClelland focuses his work on the 
intersections of life, law and disease, where 
he has developed a range of collaborative and 
interdisciplinary writing, academic, activist, 
and artistic projects to address issues of 
criminalization, sexual autonomy, surveillance, 
drug liberation, and the construction of 
knowledge on HIV. Alexander recently joined 
the Institute of Criminology and Criminal 
Justice, Carleton University as an Assistant 
Professor. From 2019-2020, he was a Banting 
Postdoctoral Fellow at the University of Ottawa 
in the Department of Criminology. He is also 
the co-creator of the Policing the Pandemic 
Mapping Project, a public criminology, data 
justice, and counter-mapping project which 
tracks the enforcement of COVID-19 regulations across Canada. The project has been featured widely 
in the media, including by the BBC news, the CBC, the Globe and Mail, and the Toronto Star. In 2019, 
he presented his doctoral research fi ndings on the harms of criminalizing HIV non-disclosure in 
Canada as an invited expert witness to the House of Commons Standing Committee on Justice and 
Human Rights. His work has been funded by CIHR, SSHRC, Concordia University, University of Ottawa, 
and the Institute for Anarchist Studies. He is a member of the Canadian Coalition to Reform HIV 
Criminalization and the HIV Justice Network Global Advisory Panel.
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DAY 2, NOVEMBER 5, AT A GLANCE
9:00AM PST PLENARY ACTIVISM AS SPECULATIVE FICTION: 

MAKING CHANGE FOR THE FUTURE (60 MINS)
SYRUS MARCUS WARE

10:00AM PST CONCURRENT SESSION A (60 MINS)

A1. SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS: COVID 
RESEARCH/IMPACT

AIDAN ABLONA, ELIOT WINKLER,  
MARK GASPAR, CORNEL GREY, ALANA 
PROCHUK, SHARNELLE JENKINS-
THOMPSON

A2. SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS: TRANS 
HEALTH

ROBBIE AHMED, ÉTIENNE 
CHAMBERLAND,, MIKE SMITH, ANDY 
LESSARD, EVAN WESTFAL, ALEXANDRA 
MARSHALL
(PARTIALLY DELIVERED IN FRENCH)

A3. INTEGRATED PANEL: LET'S TALK IT OUT: SEX 
WITHOUT LABELS 

KIARMIN LARI, LOUIS LIN

11:00AM PST MORNING BREAK (15 MINS)

11:15AM PST CONCURRENT SESSION B (60 MINS)

B1. SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS: HEALTH 
EQUITY/INCLUSION

BERTO (UDAY NORBERT), MOHAMAD 
ALTASSEH, JOSH KARAM, RYAN 
CONRAD, JOHN PAUL CATUNGAL

B2. WORKSHOP: MODEL OF COMMUNITY-BASED 
TRANS-AFFIRMATIVE CARE

ISABELLE SAVARD, NICOLAS COURCY 
(DELIVERED IN FRENCH)

B3. PANEL: TWO-SPIRIT RECONCILIA(C)TION 
IN RESEARCH: CULTURALLY ACCOUNTING 
FOR & AFFIRMING TWO-SPIRIT PEOPLE AND 
COMMUNITIES IN SURVEYS

HARLAN PRUDEN, JESSY DAME, TRAVIS 
SALWAY

12:15PM PST MID-DAY BREAK (105 MINS)

2:00PM PST PLENARY: RESISTANCE TO THE ONGOING 
CRIMINALIZATION OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASE 
ACROSS CANADA (60 MINS)

ALEXANDER McCLELLAND

3:00PM PST CONCURRENT SESSION C (60 MINS)

C1. ROUNDTABLE: RACISM IN HEALTHCARE: 
LESSONS FOR PROVIDERS

ATHANASIUS “TANAS” SYLLIBOY, 
DAVID ABSALOM, JESSY DAME, 
MARVELOUS MUCHENJE

C2. SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS: SUBSTANCE 
USE

MARK GASPAR, CAROLINE MNISZAK, 
NATASHA PARENT, MAXIM GAUDETTE, 
JORDAN BOND-GORR
(PARTIALLY DELIVERED IN FRENCH)

C3. INTEGRATED PANEL: CHALLENGES AND 
REWARDS OF TRAINING PROVIDERS TO DO 
COUNSELING WITH GAY, BI, AND QUEER MEN

VINCENT FRANCOEUR, RAHIM THAWER 
AND RICK JULIEN, TREVOR HART 
(MODERATOR)
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PLENARY — Activism as Speculative Fiction: 
Making change for the future
9:00 AM to 10:00 AM PST | Plenary Room | Live interpretation from English to French | Syrus Marcus Ware 
(McMaster University)

The system is changing around us – we have now begun a period of collapse, rapid change and 
reorganization of society. We are living in revolutionary times. This talk will consider the concepts of 
“panarchy” and adaptive change cycles, abolition, and the radical reimagining that is required of us 
right now in order to survive this swirling storm of white supremacy, systemic transphobia, climate 
change, police violence, a new global pandemic and ongoing chaotic times. Drawing on systems 
change theory, activism in the movement for Black lives, and speculative fiction concepts, he will 
connect the dots and help us understand the current moment of resistance and revolution.

CONCURRENT SESSION A
A
A1: SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS — COVID-19 RESEARCH & IMPACTS
10:00 AM to 11:00 AM PST | Breakout Room 1 | Presentations in English only

A1A: IMPACT OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC ON SEXUAL BEHAVIOURS AND SEXUAL HEALTHCARE 
ACCESS FOR GAY, BISEXUAL, AND OTHER MEN WHO HAVE SEX WITH MEN IN BRITISH 
COLUMBIA

Aidan Ablona (BC Centre for Disease Control)

A1B: IMPACT OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC ON DEFERRAL OF HEALTH CARE AND MENTAL HEALTH 
SERVICE UTILIZATION FOR GAY/BISEXUAL/QUEER MEN LIVING WITH HIV IN ONTARIO

Eliot Winkler (University of Toronto)

A1C: THE IMPACT OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC ON THE MENTAL HEALTH OF URBAN GAY MEN
Mark Gaspar & Cornel Grey (University of Toronto)

A1D: COVID-19 BC GENDER EQUALITY REPORT CARD
Alana Prochuk & Sharnelle Jenkins-Thompson (West Coast LEAF)

A2: SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS — TRANS HEALTH
10:00 AM to 11:00 AM PST | Breakout Room 2 | Presentations in both English and French, with live interpretation 
from English to French

A2A: 7 THINGS SERVICE PROVIDERS SHOULD KNOW ABOUT TRANS SEXUAL HEALTH
Robbie Ahmed (Gay Men’s Sexual Health Alliance)

A2B: THE HOT PROJECT: SURVEY RESULTS, GUIDE PRESENTATION AND RESULTING ACTIVITIES
Étienne Chamberland (RÉZO)

A2C: HIV TESTING SERVICE NEEDS FOR TRANS MEN AND TRANS-MASCULINE FOLKS IN TORONTO
Mike Smith & Andy Lessard (AIDS Committee of Toronto)

A2D: TRANS ATHLETICS AND INCLUSION
Evan Westfal & Alexandra Marshall (Institute for Sexual Minority Studies and Services)

A3: INTEGRATED PANEL — LET’S TALK IT OUT: SEX WITHOUT LABELS
10:00 AM to 11:00 AM PST | Breakout Room 3 | Presentation in English only | Kiarmin Lari & Louis Lin (Health 
Initiative for Men)

Let’s Talk it Out is a presentation with interactive components that unpacks the complexities of 
“outness” and highlights queer resilience and resistance to a narrative that can become oppressive 
for GBT2Q: everyone must be “out” to live an authentic life. This presentation introduces the idea 
that we don’t have to be “out” to take care of our sexual health, access mental health services, and 
participate in community. There will be opportunities for participants to share their own experiences 
with “outness” via chat, as well as through audio and video feeds during the virtual presentation. Some 
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of the reasons why people choose to remain private about their sexual and/or romantic lives can be 
physical, financial, and/or emotional safety. However, what is missed from the dominant GBT2Q health 
conversations too often is that for many of us, our understanding of “outness” is rooted in a Western 
colonial framework. In many cultures, queer people are not expected to tell others about our sexuality 
even if we are living an openly queer life. In some, having sex with people from the same binary 
gender doesn’t make us queer. In many countries, homophobia is a product of colonization: here in 
what is called Canada today, many Indigenous peoples have rich gender roles and sexualities beyond 
straight, cis men and women and that processes of colonization worked hard to erase. We hope to 
build empathy for GBT2Q of all outness levels (including participants themselves) by interrogating the 
oppressive systems that shape discourses around “the closet”, and share some of the best practices 
identified for service providers and community-based organizations who work with less out clients.

CONCURRENT SESSION B
B
B1: SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS — HEALTH EQUITY & INCLUSION
11:15 AM to 12:15 PM PST | Breakout Room 1 | Presentations in English only

B1A: HEALTHCARE ACCESS & DISCRIMINATION AMONG BLACK, INDIGENOUS, AND OTHER PEOPLE 
OF COLOUR: EXPERIENCES OF GAY, BISEXUAL, QUEER MEN AND TWO-SPIRIT PEOPLE IN 
MANITOBA 

Berto (Uday Norbert) (University of Manitoba) 

B1B: QUEERSPORA PROJECT: MOBILIZE SEXUAL HEALTH KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS WITHIN GBTQ 
NEWCOMER COMMUNITIES IN THEIR DIASPORA IN CANADA

Mohamad Altasseh (MAX Ottawa)

B1C: ON THE MOVE: ASSESSING THE NEEDS OF GUYS WHO DO SEX WORK IN THE QUEBEC-
MONTREAL-OTTAWA-TORONTO CORRIDOR

Josh Karam (MAX Ottawa) & Ryan Conrad (Carleton University) 

B1D: ORGANIZING CARE AND COMMUNITY IN THE ERA OF THE “GAY DISEASE”: THE PRODUCTION OF 
DIFFERENTIATED HIV/AIDS CARE GEOGRAPHIES IN VANCOUVER

John Paul Catungal (University of British Columbia)

B2: WORKSHOP — MODEL OF COMMUNITY-BASED TRANS-AFFIRMATIVE CARE
11:15 AM to 12:15 PM PST | Breakout Room 2 | Presentation in French, with live interpretation from French to 
English | Isabelle Savard (Université du Québec en Outaouais, Centre Sida Amitié) Nicolas Courcy (Centre Sida 
Amitié)

Transgender and non-binary people face multiple barriers limiting their access to health services, 
particularly for trans-affirmative care and sexual health care outside of large urban centers, where 
services are poorly developed.  A community health clinic located in the Laurentians, Quebec, offers 
these services with an integrated and collaborative approach. The goal of this presentation is to 
showcase an inspiring model of care offered to trans and non-binary people using a community-
based approach. This model, which offers trans-affirmative and front-line sexual health services, is 
based on the work of an interdisciplinary team composed of psychosocial workers from the LGBTQ+ 
and harm reduction communities; licensed practical, clinical and advanced practice nurses; and an 
infectious disease physician specializing in community health.  These free services, adopting a holistic, 
person-centered and harm reduction approach, include: intake; needs assessment; psychosocial 
intervention; drug screening; screening, treatment and follow-up for sexually transmitted and blood-
borne infections; vaccination; contraception; hormone therapy; and assistance in accessing gender 
affirmation surgery or legal name and/or gender changes. This unique model in the region optimizes 
collaborative work and currently meets the essential needs of nearly 100 transgender and non-binary 
people who consult the center’s services. This number of people being followed is increasing month 
by month. 
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B3: PANEL — TWO-SPIRIT RECONCILIA(C)TION IN RESEARCH: CULTURALLY ACCOUNTING FOR & 
AFFIRMING TWO-SPIRIT PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES IN SURVEYS
11:15 AM to 12:15 PM PST | Breakout Room 3 | Presentation in English only | Harlan Pruden (BC Centre for 
Disease Control), Jessy Dame (CBRC), Travis Salway (Simon Fraser University)

The Indigenous peoples of Turtle Island have many cultural traditions that have often been 
misrepresented or suppressed by colonization.  Many of these are significantly different perspectives 
especially when it comes to sex, gender and sexuality than those imported from western europe.  One 
tradition that was nearly lost is what is broadly referred to as Two-Spirit. This session examines how 
to collect Two-Spirit data in a culturally safe and affirming way, so health research(ers) are given the 
opportunity to better promote rigorous science that considers biological sex and all genders (with a 
focus on Two-Spirit) in an effort to expand our collective understanding(s) of health within a diversity 
framework that considers how determinants such as ethnicity, race, socioeconomic status, disability, 
sexual orientation, migration status, age and geography interact with sex and/or gender. By bringing 
these considerations into focus, we can better formulate health research, policies and programs that 
are relevant, respectful and mindful to Two-Spirit people and communities.

PLENARY — Resistance to the Ongoing Criminalization of  
Communicable disease across Canada
2:00 PM to 3:00 PM PST | Plenary Room | Live interpretation from English to French | Alexander McClelland 
(Carleton University)

There have been many comparisons between historical and ongoing responses to the HIV epidemic 
and current responses to COVID-19. Based on academic and activist projects examining the 
intersections of police, the criminal justice system, and public health institutions, this talk will trace the 
ways in which communicable diseases, namely HIV and COVID-19, have been policed and criminalized 
in Canada, and how communities have collectively responded. Canada is a leading country in the world 
for criminalizing people living with HIV, a practice which targets many queer men, as well as Black, 
Indigenous and people of colour. 

This punitive legacy has laid the groundwork for the intensified policing of public and private life under 
new COVID-19 regulations, including snitch-lines and forms of surveillance. Such criminalization of 
COVID-19 has created even greater insecurity and uncertainty for queers, Black, Indigenous and people 
of colour, people living with HIV, people who sell and who use drugs, and people who sell sex. Finally, 
this talk will look to harm reduction, racial justice organizing, and mutual aid, to outline a path forward 
for collective action and community care.

CONCURRENT SESSION C
C
C1: ROUNDTABLE — RACISM IN HEALTHCARE: LESSONS FOR PROVIDERS
3:00 PM to 4:00 PM PST | Breakout Room 1 | Presentation in English only | Athanasius “Tanas” Sylliboy (Eskasoni 
Health), Jessy Dame (CBRC), David Absalom (Independent Consultant), Marvelous Muchenje (ViiV Healthcare)

This interactive roundtable will explore how racism towards Black and Indigenous peoples shows 
up in a variety of healthcare-related settings in Canada, including HIV prevention and sexual health 
services, as well as within medical/nursing education and training. Panelists will share insights based on 
their personal and professional lived experiences to raise awareness of the ongoing need to dismantle 
anti-Black and anti-Indigenous racism embedded within health services and systems. Attendees will 
be invited to participate in an open discussion to identify priorities and strategies for advancing anti-
racism initiatives in healthcare settings.
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C2: SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS — SUBSTANCE USE
3:00 PM to 4:00 PM PST | Breakout Room 2 | Presentations in both English and French, with live interpretation 
from English to French

C2A: SUBSTANCE USE IN SYNDEMIC CONDITIONS: SUBSTANCE USE STIGMA AND THE MENTAL 
HEALTH OF SEXUAL MINORITY MEN 

Mark Gaspar (University of Toronto)

C2B: “IT’S KIND OF HARD TO EXPLAIN”: HOW THE BODILY AND SENSORY EXPERIENCES OF USING 
DRUGS WITH SEX FEATURE WITHIN THE INFORMATION WORLDS OF YOUNG SEX AND GENDER 
MINORITY MEN

Caroline Mniszak & Natasha Parent (BC Centre on Substance Use)

C2C: CHEMSEX DURING THE COVID-19 CRISIS: AN EXPLORATORY QUALITATIVE STUDY
Maxim Gaudette (Université de Montréal)

C2D: THE GMSH 2020 PNP SURVEY - WE PARTY, WE PLAY, IT’S TIME WE OUR SAY
Jordan Bond-Gorr (Gay Men’s Sexual Health Alliance)

C3: PANEL — CHALLENGES AND REWARDS OF TRAINING PROVIDERS TO DO COUNSELING WITH GAY, BI, 
AND QUEER MEN
3:00 PM to 4:00 PM PST | Breakout Room 3 | Presentation in English only | Vincent Francoeur & Rick Julien 
(AIDS Committee of Toronto), Rahim Thawer (Affective Counselling & Psychotherapy), Moderator: Trevor Hart 
(Ryerson University, University of Toronto)

While the pandemic has negatively impacted socializing and isolation, it has also generated an increase 
in global anxiety, perhaps more so in already marginalized communities. There is therefore a need to 
support and train counsellors working with GBT2Q communities in the context of COVID. A panel of 
ethnically diverse GBT2Q counsellors and counsellor trainers, including men living with HIV, will discuss 
the unique challenges of training providers that cater to GBT2Q community members, especially in 
the current COVID context. Questions and concerns for discussion include: What GBT2Q specific 
information and strategies are helpful to training, and what are not? How can trainers and counsellors 
leverage technology to increase access in the COVID era? Where can trainers and counsellors 
find their own support to debrief? What are the rewards of training counsellors for the GBT2Q 
community? How can our training and counsellor community be resilient in the new normal of COVID? 
The panel and audience discussion will be facilitated by Dr Trevor Hart, Director of the Gay Men’s 
Counselling Training Hub at Ryerson University.
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DAY 3: FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
Nathan Lachowsky
Nathan Lachowsky is Research Director at the 
CBRC and Principal Investigaytor of the Sex 
Now survey. He is also an Associate Professor 
in the School of Public Health and Social Policy 
and Michael Smith Foundation for Health 
Research Scholar at the University of Victoria.

Vincent Mousseau
Vincent Mousseau is a social worker, educator, 
and community organizer based in Tiohtià:ke 
(Montréal, QC), on the unceded territory 
of the Kanien’kehá:ka (Mohawk). They are 
currently doing a master’s degree in social 
work at Université de Montréal and hold a 
Bachelor of Social Work degree from McGill 
University. As both an activist and an educator, 
their areas of expertise include anti-oppressive 
framework, community outreach strategies for 
queer and trans people of colour, intersectional 
analysis, Black Lives Matter activism, and 
anti-assimilationist queer activism. Their 
current areas of academic interest surround 
intersectional models of identity development 
for Black 2SLGBTQ+ people and their eff ect 
on health and social service provision, as 
well as the creation of intergenerational and 
intersectional 2SLGBTQ+ spaces.
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DAY 3, NOVEMBER 6, AT A GLANCE
9:00AM PST PLENARY:  MAKING VISIBLE THE IMPACTS OF 

COVID-19 ON OUR COMMUNITIES (60 MINS)
NATHAN LACHOWSKY

10:00AM PST CONCURRENT SESSION D (60 MINS)

D1. SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS: MENTAL & 
SOCIAL HEALTH

SHAYNA SKAKOON-SPARLING, NICK 
METHENY, ELIZABETH “LIZ“ DROMER, 
ANGEL KENNEDY

D2. WORKSHOP: THE BLACK GAY MEN’S 
NETWORK OF ONTARIO: EMPOWERING OUR-
SELVES TO SURVIVE AND THRIVE! 

ROBERT ALSBERRY, ROBERT BALL, 
DIAVIN MILLER, FRANT BRENT-HARRIS

D3. ROUNDTABLE: LEANING INTO WHAT YOU 
DON’T KNOW – PRELIMINARY FINDINGS 
OF THE ONTARIO TRANS INTERWEAVING 
PROJECT

DANE GRIFFITHS, DEVON MACFARLANE

11:00AM PST MORNING BREAK (15 MINS)

11:15AM PST CONCURRENT SESSION E (60 MINS)

E1. WORKSHOP: CONSENT AND RESPECT: TALK 
IS GOOD, ACTION IS BETTER!

BROCK DUMVILLE 
(DELIVERED IN FRENCH)

E2. INTEGRATED PANEL: CHANGING THE 
NARRATIVE ON HIV AND STBBI TESTING: 
INNOVATIONS AND COMMUNITY 
REFLECTIONS

CHRIS DRAENOS, ANDRÉS MONTIEL, 
MACKENZIE STEWART, HEEHO RYU, 
EZRA BLAQUE, NATASHA LAWRENCE, 
ROCKY JAMES

E3. INTEGRATED PANEL: THE INVESTIGAYTORS: 
ADDRESSING QUEER & TRANS KNOWLEDGE 
GAPS THROUGH COMMUNITY-BASED 
RESEARCH

BEN KLASSEN, BRYNN DAY, SAMMY 
LOWE, RACHEL LALLOUZ SHAFIR 
WALJI, GAVIN BEJAIMAL, BRENNAN 
SNOW, AND MANISH TOOFANY

12:15PM PST MID-DAY BREAK (105 MINS)

2:00PM PST PLENARY: DARE TO CHALLENGE: TURNING TO OUR 
RADICAL ROOTS TO ADDRESS RACIAL INCLUSION 
(60 MINS)

VINCENT MOUSSEAU
(DELIVERED IN FRENCH)

3:00PM PST CONCURRENT SESSION F (60 MINS)

F1. WORKSHOP: AMBIGUOUS PANDEMIC FEELS RAHIM THAWER

F2. ROUNDTABLE: KOMINOTE PROJECT: 
INTERVENING WITH BLACK GBTQ+ MEN IN 
MONTRÉAL

VINCENT MOUSSEAU
(DELIVERED IN FRENCH)

F3. INTEGRATED PANEL: REFLECTIONS AND 
VISIONS: A CONVERSATION ABOUT SOGIECE 
AND INTERSECTIONAL ADVOCACY

ERIKA MUSE, MATT ASHCROFT, NICK 
SCHIAVO, TRAVIS SALWAY, MICHAEL 
KWAG
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PLENARY — Making Visible the Impacts of COVID-19 
On Our Communities
9:00 AM to 10:00 AM PST | Plenary Room | Live interpretation from English to French | Nathan Lachowsky (CBRC, 
University of Victoria)

How has the COVID-19 pandemic affected our communities? Very few government or public health 
agencies have collected information to differentiate the experiences of gay, bi, and queer men as well 
as Two-Spirit and non-binary people from general society. We know from decades of research about 
the underlying social and health inequities experienced by our communities, but how did COVID-19 
and our different public health responses across the country attend to or exacerbate these issues? 
To address this knowledge gap, CBRC launched a national bilingual COVID-19 survey in August 2020. 
Using CBRC’s previous Sex Now 2019 survey as a “pre-COVID” baseline, we will learn how this new 
pandemic impacted our communities. We will also present new collaborative research plans for a 
novel COVID-19 study for all LGBTQ2+ people across Canada. 

CONCURRENT SESSION D
D
D1: SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS — MENTAL & SOCIAL HEALTH
10:00 AM to 11:00 AM PST | Breakout Room 1 | Presentations in English, with live interpretation from English to 
French

D1A: THE IMPACT OF SOCIAL SUPPORT ON THE HIV RISK AND PREVENTION BEHAVIOURS OF HIV-
NEGATIVE GBM

Shayna Skakoon-Sparling (Ryerson University)

D1B: PSYCHOSOCIAL HEALTH DISPARITIES AND INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE PERPETRATION AND 
VICTIMIZATION AMONG GBM

Nick Metheny (St. Michael’s Hospital, University of Miami)

D1C: SELF-PERCEIVED REASONS FOR ATTEMPTING SUICIDE AMONG CANADIAN SEXUAL AND 
GENDER MINORITIES

Elisabeth “Liz” Dromer (Université de Montréal)

D1D: THE CHANGING LANDSCAPE OF LGBTQ2-CENTERED MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE 
USE SERVICE DELIVERY IN THE CONTEXT OF COVID-19: A QUALITATIVE STUDY OF HEALTH 
PROVIDERS

Angel Kennedy (Simon Fraser University)

D2: WORKSHOP — THE BLACK GAY MEN’S NETWORK OF ONTARIO: EMPOWERING OURSELVES TO 
SURVIVE AND THRIVE!
10:00 AM to 11:00 AM PST | Breakout Room 2 | Presentation in English only | Robert Alsberry, Robert Ball, Diavin 
Miller, & Frant Brent-Harris (Black Gay Men’s Network of Ontario)

The events of 2020 have forced conversations about resistance and responsibility related to systemic 
injustice. However, for Black GBT2Q+ folx in Canada, these conversations are not new and have 
required constant work and awareness. Black same gender loving men have also always found ways 
to prioritize their own health needs. The Black Gay Men’s Network of Ontario is a centralized hub for 
same-gender-loving men of African, African diaspora, Afro-Latino, Caribbean, and Black identities. The 
current organization is the result of collective work over the past 10 years in the province. Its current 
members will discuss the systemic barriers that necessitate its existence, its past development, and 
present goals to provide cultural, inter-generational and mentorship opportunities, leadership, self-
development, and empowerment as well as activism support aimed at improving the lives of Black 
queer people in Ontario.
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D3: ROUNDTABLE — LEANING INTO WHAT YOU DON’T KNOW: PRELIMINARY FINDINGS OF THE ONTARIO 
TRANS INTERWEAVING PROJECT
10:00 AM to 11:00 AM PST | Breakout Room 3 | Presentation in English only | Dane Griffiths & Devon MacFarlane 
(Gay Men’s Sexual Health Alliance)

Trans people are and have always been connected to gay, bi, queer men’s communities and sexual 
cultures. To foster greater inclusion and meaningful integration to advance HIV and sexual health 
outcomes of trans and non-binary people connected with 2GBTQ+ men’s communities and 
sexual cultures, the Gay Men’s Sexual Health Alliance has sponsored a trans-led project. The Trans 
Interweaving Project is an inquiry into what meaningful change can look like within GMSH itself, and 
how to support and influence HIV sector organizations and 2GBQ+ men’s sexual health programs in 
Ontario to enhance engagement and integration of trans and non-binary communities. Perspectives 
from diverse trans and non-binary communities, as well as staff and management in the HIV sector, 
will shape an actionable plan to guide future directions in the development of sexual health promotion 
resources and programming. Outreach and recruitment have been centered on the intersections 
of identities, social and geographic locations and connection to and use of sexual health strategies 
and HIV sector programs. During this roundtable discussion members of the project team will share 
preliminary findings of this organizational inquiry. Key insights and valuable lessons learned in how to 
meaningfully engage queer trans health leaders and influencers in similar projects will be shared and 
discussed among participants and presenters. 

CONCURRENT SESSION E
E
E1: WORKSHOP — CONSENT AND RESPECT: TALK IS GOOD, ACTION IS BETTER! 
11:15 AM to 12:15 PM PST | Breakout Room 1 | Presentation in French, with live interpretation from French to 
English | Brock Dumville & Alexandre Dumont Blais (RÉZO), Gabriel Giroux (Université Laval)

Four years after the explosion of the #MeToo movement launched a public review of how sexual 
abuse, exploitation and lack of consent have been normalized in our culture, there has been 
tremendous progress in the public recognition of the need for meaningful change. Currently, we 
are experiencing a new wave of denunciations in Montréal and in Québec in general, including more 
LGBTQ+ people, which is a reminder of how widespread but often invisible these non-consensual 
experiences are. However, too little attention is still being paid to the experiences of aggression by and 
from queer people, especially men. Sexist and homophobic stereotypes lead many of us to assume 
that GBT men are more able to protect themselves, that they still want sex, etc., which leads us to 
undermine the uncomfortable truth. For over 3 years, RÉZO has been developing tools and engaging 
in research partnerships to better understand the ways in which abuse and the importance of consent 
are trivialized in our communities. We propose a two-part workshop: 1) a presentation of RÉZO’s 
high-profile media campaigns and the lessons we have learned from the positive and less positive 
responses of our community members, in particular how this effort can be seen to be in conflict with 
the struggle for queer sexuality and 2) a facilitated discussion among participants about the barriers 
and opportunities they see in their communities to encourage a paradigm shift around consent among 
GBT men.
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E2: WORKSHOP — CHANGING THE NARRATIVE ON HIV AND STBBI TESTING: INNOVATIONS AND 
COMMUNITY REFLECTIONS
11:15 AM to 12:15 PM PST | Breakout Room 2 | Presentation in English only | Rocky James (CBRC), Andrés 
Montiel & Aidan Ablona (BC Centre for Disease Control), MacKenzie Stewart, Heeho Ryu, & Ezra Blaque 
(University of Toronto), Natasha Lawrence (Women’s Health in Women’s Hands), Moderator: Chris Draenos 
(CBRC)

HIV and STBBI testing is an essential component to sexual health. Lived experiences of testing amongst 
GBT2Q highlight the need for innovations in this space. There is an urgent need for disruption from 
traditional healthcare provider-focused models of testing.  Using a narrative inquiry approach, which 
focuses on storytelling and lived experiences, we will explore community narratives on HIV and STBBI 
testing. Summit attendees will reflect on their own experiences and have the opportunity to hear the 
disruptive innovation for Get Checked Online and Test Now. Through a facilitated panel discussion, 
which includes voices from the BIPOC community, we will co-create new narratives of a world with 
more equitable testing experiences.

E3: PANEL — THE INVESTIGAYTORS: ADDRESSING QUEER & TRANS KNOWLEDGE GAPS THROUGH 
COMMUNITY-BASED RESEARCH
11:15 AM to 12:15 PM PST | Breakout Room 3 | Presentation in English only | Ben Klassen (CBRC), Brynn Day, 
Sammy Lowe, Rachel Lallouz & Shafir Walji (Edmonton Investigaytors), Gavin Bejaimal & Brennan Snow 
(Toronto Investigaytors), Manish Toofany (Vancouver Investigaytors)

The Investigaytors program is a participatory, community-based, capacity-building intervention 
for young queer people who are interested in health research. By participating in every step of the 
research process, program participants gain tangible research skills, learn about queer health, and 
connect with other queer people. Importantly, there is no academic or educational requirement for 
participating in the program, and participation is not limited to those currently or formerly engaged 
in post-secondary education. This panel will showcase the breadth of work led by local teams across 
the country and feature quantitative and qualitative results from analyses conducted by Investigaytors 
participants in Vancouver, Edmonton, and Toronto. Results will be presented from quantitative 
analyses of Sex Now 2019 data conducted in R across Investigaytors programs and qualitative research 
on gender identity and expression led by the Edmonton Investigaytors.

PLENARY — Dare to Challenge: Turning to Our  
Radical Roots to Address Racial Inclusion
2:00 PM to 3:00 PM PST | Plenary Room | Live interpretation from French to English | Vincent Mousseau (RÉZO)

Our communities were born in the embers of a revolutionary movement. The very concept of 
resistance flows through our veins. And yet, over the years, our systems of solidarity and mutual aid 
have gradually given way to a panoply of community organizations. Our protest demonstrations have 
become parades and festivals. Our struggle against 2SLGBTQ+phobic violence has been whitewashed 
(pun intended), becoming a movement for inclusion within oppressive bodies. The radical passion 
that fuelled our struggles has mutated, ceding its place to organizations which are more likely to seek 
funding from governments rather than make demands of them.

But what can we do when the organizations that are supposed to represent us leave queer and 
trans people of colour by the wayside? These same populations, integral to the birth of our protest 
movements, now see themselves excluded. With the Black Lives Matter movement and our collective 
awakening to systemic racism, our organizations are at a real turning point. But despite good 
intentions, we struggle to make lasting change. Using an auto-ethnographic approach, Vincent will 
review their experiences as a Black queer and trans person, and as someone who has worked with 
several community-based organizations. This presentation aims to confront us with the harsh realities 
about the inclusive work we do and encourages us to take a critical look at the long road ahead.
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CONCURRENT SESSION F
F
F1: WORKSHOP — AMBIGUOUS PANDEMIC FEELS
3:00 PM to 4:00 PM PST | Breakout Room 1 | Presentation in English only | Rahim Thawer (Affective Counselling 
& Psychotherapy)

Reflecting back on our days of collective lockdown, people globally were faced with a great deal 
of uncertainty and isolation. The one thing that was consistent was our  proximity to loss--in both 
tangible and intangible forms. We grieved these losses collectively and individually. But, what did loss 
and grief look like for GBTQ guys? In this talk, social worker and psychotherapist Rahim Thawer, will 
illustrate a continuum of losses that were endured by many, explore the nuanced layers of queer 
losses, and reflect on themes that emerged in the consulting room with GBTQ clients, including 
revived trauma histories, renewed body image pressures, hidden drug dependence, (in)voluntary (re)
connection to family of origin, and collective schemas around realities of racism.

F2: ROUNDTABLE — THE KOMINOTE PROJECT: INTERVENING WITH BLACK GBTQ+ MEN IN MONTRÉAL
3:00 PM to 4:00 PM PST | Breakout Room 2 | Presentation in French, with live interpretation from French to 
English | Vincent Mousseau (RÉZO)

Bilingual, diverse in origin, and culturally rich, Montréal’s Black queer and trans communities 
have played an active role in making our city the vibrant metropolis that it is today. Despite these 
massive contributions, though, there is still a systemic underrepresentation of Black folks who are 
accessing services at organizations like RÉZO. The Kominote project set out to understand this 
underrepresentation. This community-run initiative consulted a vast array of Black guys who are into 
guys and non-binary folks to see how we could better address their needs and make our services 
safer and more accessible to them. The results that stemmed from this community needs assessment 
encourage us to think critically about the role that 2SLGBTQ+ organizations play in maintaining 
white supremacy—often without even being aware of it—and allow us to reflect on how we can do 
better to ensure that all members of our communities feel represented by our service offerings. 
This presentation will provide an overview of our theoretical framework, methodology, as well as the 
results of the study and the concrete actions that we plan to take to implement the recommendations 
of this report.

F3: PANEL — REFLECTIONS AND VISIONS: A CONVERSATION ABOUT SOGIECE AND INTERSECTIONAL 
ADVOCACY
3:00 PM to 4:00 PM PST | Breakout Room 3 | Presentation in English only | Erika Muse (CBRC Consultant), Matt 
Ashcroft (CBRC Consultant & Conversion Therapy Survivor), Nick Schiavo (No Conversion Canada), Travis Salway 
(Simon Fraser University), Michael Kwag (CBRC)

This panel is a follow-up to Summit 2019’s keynote panel on SOGICE (Sexual Orientation and Gender 
Identity Change Efforts). Since last year’s Summit, the panelists have continued working on this 
issue in political, academic, and community-building spheres, including a summit for stakeholders, 
survivor interviews and advocacy about the now-defunct Canadian federal government Bill C-8. The 
panelists will discuss what they have learned about Resistance and Responsibility: how to do effective 
community building intersectionally, how to include, centre and advocate for marginalized voices and 
populations (particularly trans people and queer people of colour), and how the events of this past 
year have illustrated and informed our future work on this and other queer issues.
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SEXUALIZED METHAMPHETAMINE USE AMONG 
GAY, BISEXUAL, AND QUEER MEN: THE NEED TO 
ADDRESS SYMPTOMS OF DEPRESSION AND THE 
DESIRE TO COGNITIVELY ESCAPE
Graham Berlin (Ryerson University), Trevor Hart 
(Ryerson University, University of Toronto), Syed Noor 
(Ryerson University), Mark Gaspar (University of 
Toronto)

COVID-19 AND AN HIV RESPONSES CRITICAL 
ANALYSIS FROM AN HIV COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATION- CWB, CENTRE FOR THE 
SPANISH-SPEAKING PEOPLES IN TORONTO
Gerardo Betancourt (CSSP)

LE PROJET HOT EN BREF
Étienne Chamberland (RÉZO)

SYNERGIZING HEALTH INTERVENTIONS FOR 
TORONTO GAY AND BISEXUAL MEN (SHIFT): 
INCREASING HIV PREVENTION ACCESS AND 
CAPACITY THROUGH TASK-SHIFTING
David J. Brennan (University of Toronto), Maxime 
Charest (University of Toronto), Aaron Turpin 
(University of Toronto), Dane Griffiths (Gay Men’s 
Sexual Health Alliance), Barry Adam (University 
of Windsor), John Maxwell (ACT), Keith McCrady 
(2-Spirited Peoples of the 1st Nations), Robbie 
Ahmed (Alliance for South Asian AIDS Prevention)

MEASURES OF HIV PRE-EXPOSURE PROPHYLAXIS 
UPTAKE AMONG GAY, BISEXUAL, AND OTHER 
MEN WHO HAVE SEX WITH MEN IN CANADA AND 
DEMOGRAPHIC DISPARITIES AMONG THOSE AT 
ELEVATED LIKELIHOOD FOR HIV ACQUISITION
Sean Colyer (OHTN), Nathan Lachowsky (CBRC, 
University of Victoria), Dana Paquette (Public Health 
Agency of Canada), Barry D Adam (University of 
Windsor), David Brennan (University of Toronto), 
Martin Blais (Université du Québec à Montréal), Axel J 
Schmidt (Sigma Research, London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine), Abigail E. Kroch (OHTN, 
University of Toronto, Public Health Ontario)

BACTERIAL SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED INFECTIONS 
(STIS) AMONG GBM USING HIV PREP
Trevor Hart (Ryerson University, University of Toronto)

DEPRESSION AND STBBI RATES: IDENTIFYING 
THE COFACTORS OF DEPRESSION AND STIS 
AMONG GBM
Trevor Hart (Ryerson University, University of Toronto)

UNDERSTANDING THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
CRYSTAL METHAMPHETAMINE USE AND STI 
DIAGNOSIS AMONG GBM
Trevor Hart (Ryerson University, University of Toronto)

LONGITUDINAL UPTAKE OF THE HUMAN 
PAPILLOMAVIRUS VACCINE AMONG GAY, 
BISEXUAL, AND OTHER MEN WHO HAVE SEX 
WITH MEN IN BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA 
2012-2019
Jatinder Khatra, Jordan Sang, Lu Wang, Nicanor 
Bacani, Nathan J. Lachowsky, Troy Grennan, Ann 
Burchell, Allan Lal, Eric Roth, Robert Hogg, Kiffer 
Card, David Moore

PARTNER NOTIFICATION FOR BACTERIAL STIS 
AMONG GAY, BISEXUAL AND OTHER MEN WHO 
HAVE SEX WITH MEN (GBM) IN VANCOUVER, 
TORONTO AND MONTREAL: RESULTS FROM THE 
ENGAGE STUDY
Gilles Lambert (Direction régionale de santé publique 
de Montréal)

PREVALENCE OF AND FACTORS ASSOCIATED 
WITH SYPHILIS AMONG GAY, BISEXUAL AND 
OTHER MEN WHO HAVE SEX WITH MEN (GBM) 
IN MONTREAL, TORONTO AND VANCOUVER: 
RESULTS FROM THE ENGAGE STUDY
Gilles Lambert, Herak Apelian (Direction régionale de 
santé publique de Montréal)

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE HIV CASCADE OF 
CARE AND UNSUPPRESSED VIRAL LOAD AMONG 
GBM LIVING WITH HIV
David Moore (University of British Columbia)

REFRAMING QUEER HEALTH: CONVERSATIONS ON 
BELONGING & COMMUNITY
Lauren Morris

POSTERS
This year, posters will be accessible to all Summit participants throughout the entire conference! 
To make virtual posters more dynamic, some presenters may feature a video or audio recording of 
themselves narrating their poster. The list of posters below is sorted in alphabetical order by last 
name, and reflects those that have been confirmed and received as of October 29, 2020:
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ADDRESSING THE LACK OF FACILITIES FOR LGBT 
SENIORS IN LONG-TERM CARE HOMES
Terry Nelson

SUBSTANCE USE PATTERNS AMONG GBM IN 
TORONTO, VANCOUVER, AND MONTREAL: 
RESULTS FROM THE ENGAGE STUDY
Syed Noor (Ryerson University)

IS DATING APP/WEBSITE USE ASSOCIATED 
WITH SEXUAL BEHAVIOUR AT RISK FOR STBBI 
TRANSMISSION? RESULTS FROM ENGAGE-
MONTRÉAL
William Pardoe (McGill University)

CANNABIS USE & MENTAL HEALTH AMONG 
SEXUAL AND GENDER MINORITY (SGM) MEN: 
“NOW I’M JUST ON POT, AND I FEEL GREAT.”
Natasha Parent (BC Centre on Substance Use)

DEVELOPING A CASE BASED LEARNING TOOL 
WITH EQUITY SEEKING GROUPS FOR SERVICE 
PROVIDERS
Yoshi Perera (Moyo Health & Community Services), 
Laura Bouchard (Canadian Public Health Association)

APPLICATION MOBILE RÉZO SANTÉ
Julian Rodriguez (RÉZO)

RESILIENCE AND PREP: EXAMINING FACTORS 
ASSOCIATED WITH RESILIENCE AMONG HIV-
NEGATIVE GBM AND THE ASSOCIATION BETWEEN 
RESILIENCE AND PREP
Jordan Sang (BC Centre for Excellence in HIV/AIDS)

EVALUATING MINDMAP: PERSPECTIVES ABOUT A 
LOW-BARRIER MENTAL HEALTH SERVICE FINDER 
FOR BRITISH COLUMBIA
Natasha Vitkin (Simon Fraser University)

RUMINATION, RISK, AND RESPONSE: EXPLORING 
SEXUAL HEALTH-RELATED ANXIETY AMONG 
INDIVIDUALS UTILIZING ONLINE SEXUAL HEALTH 
CHAT SERVICES
Sarah Watt (Simon Fraser University) 
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SUMMIT 2020 SPONSORS
Summit 2020 is made possible through the support of this year’s presenting partner ViiV Healthcare, 
as well as contributions from the Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC) and the Province of British 
Columbia. The pre-conference events for Summit 2020 are made possible through the support of our 
Pre-Summit Series Sponsor, Gilead Sciences.

The views expressed at Summit 2020 do not necessarily refl ect the policies or opinions of our 
sponsors. 
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Bet on human ingenuity.
We support those that treat infectious disease along every step of the way.
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THEM DOING WHATEVER IT TAKES.
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We are scientists and pioneers. We go to extraordinary 
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