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Letter from the Summit 2020 Director

When we first started making plans for Summit 2020, we had no idea what would be in store for 
the rest of the year. We began 2020 with the usual round-up activities—preparing the previous 
year’s content library and community report, and creating a promo video featuring our 2019 key-
note speakers and conference partners. Indeed, we were excited to build on the successes from 
Summit 2019, our largest event ever with over 300 participants from across Canada and beyond.

But then the pandemic hit. Like everyone else in the world, it felt like we had the rug pulled out 
from under us. Although everyone at CBRC mobilized to shift all of our operations online, work-
ing from home presented us with a challenge for Summit: if the pandemic were to continue into 
the fall, could we replicate all that we do in a virtual format?

You didn’t see it (or maybe you did), but it took a lot of time and work to answer that question. 
One would think that with no venues to reserve, flights to book or events to cater, it might be eas-
ier to pull off. Au contraire! Suddenly, we had to completely reimagine how we did things from top 
to bottom. How do you overcome Zoom fatigue? Which digital platforms should we be using? How 
will people interact with one another? What do we do about our breakout sessions? And don’t get 
me started on the logistics of remote live interpretation across time zones.

In the end, I’m very proud of all that we’ve accomplished. With the participation and support of 
our collaborators and networks, we rose to the challenge and got the job done. Over 500 people 
attended Summit 2020 from across the globe, with some coming to us from as far as the UK and 
Australia. Together, they participated in 28 events, featuring more than 100 presenters. The con-
ference was also free, which meant there were no registration fees for participants, nor did anyone 
have to spend on travel or accommodations. This made for the most accessible Summit we’ve had 
so far, reaching more people through our three-day virtual event than ever before.

Summit 2020 felt extremely urgent, especially being held during a world-wide pandemic. And 
coming off of last summer, when the spotlight on police violence towards Black and Indigenous 
people seemed to reach an all-time high, we knew the Summit needed to be a critical space to 
confront questions about long-existing inequities that also persist within our own communities. 
Never before has our work felt more imperative, which is why we selected the theme Resistance 
and Responsibility, intentionally engaging in meaningful conversations about the barriers we con-
tinue to face, and our roles in breaking them down.
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If you attended Summit 2020, thank you for rolling with us as we adapted to new challenges. In 
many ways I think we’ve raised the bar, and we’re already thinking about how we can outdo our-
selves for Summit 2021. I look forward to the next time we can all get together (whether in the 
same room, or the same Zoom).

Michael Kwag 
Director, Knowledge Exchange and Policy Development
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Introduction: Resistance & Responsibility

In many ways, 2020 brought unprecedented challenges that made us reconsider how we relate 
to each other as communities and individuals. In responding to the COVID-19 pandemic, the on-
going opioid overdose crisis, and police violence towards Black and Indigenous people within and 
beyond our colonial borders, long-existing inequities were finally being pushed front and centre. 
It forced us to ask the questions: How can we resist such harmful, persistent disparities to create 
systems that look after everyone? And who—within our community, research, and health care 
organizations—is responsible for driving that change, and who is being left out?

As gay, bi, trans, Two-Spirit and queer men (GBT2Q), we have faced these questions many times. 
As novel as 2020 felt, injustice—and resisting injustice—has long been part of our experiences 
from the very arrival of settlers on this unceded land: Two-Spirit people who preserved and passed 
on teachings, language and culture; HIV activists who fought for access to lifesaving drugs; queer 
and trans leaders who created movements towards rights and protections for our communities.

The building blocks of conquering today’s inequities are found in this history. GBT2Q people 
drive change when we organize, defy the status quo, chart new paths forward, and hold each other 
accountable. When we push systems to respond to our needs or create our own supports when 
we’ve been shut out. When we ask ourselves, each other, and those with power and privilege, to 
keep doing better.

It was on this legacy of resistance and responsibility that we hosted Summit 2020. How can we 
learn from our past and commit to building resistance in our diverse communities, finding soli-
darity with other movements seeking justice across race, class and other social axes? How do we 
demand that our health-care systems, institutions and our own coalitions be responsive and ac-
countable to unique, intersectional queer and trans needs?

To answer these questions, we invited community workers, health-care providers, practitioners, 
counsellors, researchers, Elders, teachers, advocates and all those looking to contribute—in large 
or small ways—to participate in Summit 2020. Mobilizing communities and allies has always been 
a cornerstone of progress and, whether in person or virtual, the value of exchanging ideas and 
capacity building remains critical for strengthening the health and well-being of our communities.
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WHAT WE HEARD 
Summit 2020 united more than 500 people from across Canada, all from different 

backgrounds, professions, and walks of life. The annual conference—which included 

three pre-Summit events and three days of core programming hosted on a 

brand-new virtual platform—created an invaluable community-centred space for 

researchers, healthcare professionals, policy makers, and community members 

alike to pool their knowledge and learn from each other. Based on the responses 

to our anonymous post-Summit evaluation survey, here’s some of what this year’s 

participants had to say about their experience:

91%  of participants said they were either satisfied or very satisfied with this year’s 
Summit.

90%  of participants said the knowledge gained at Summit would be useful in their job, 
and 87% of participants found Summit relevant to the work of their organization.

90%  said that the Summit helped them stay abreast of new developments in best 
practices and other evidence-informed program innovations.

62%  of participants ranked their knowledge of effective HIV, Hepatitis C and related 
STBBI interventions and prevention as high (i.e., a rating of 8 or above on a scale of  
1 to 10) after the Summit, up from 34% from before the Summit.

69%  of participants ranked their knowledge of issues related to health and social equity 
and inclusion among GBT2Q communities as high (i.e., a rating of 8 or above on a 
scale of 1 to 10) after the Summit, up from 36% from before the Summit.

 “ The presenters were well-informed about the content and themes of the Summit, 
which made it so exciting for participants to be engaged.”

 “ Great to see a focus on BIPOC communities at this year’s Summit—very 
important and work that should continue.”

 “ Loved all the presentations about racism and people of colour. It really helped me 
broaden my horizon about this part of the community that I was unfamiliar with.”

 “ Great content and the theme was very appropriate, given the current socio-
political climate.”
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 “ Participating in the Summit every year provides an annual work plan for me.  
We also use the Summit as an opportunity to hold ourselves accountable for the 
work that we have committed to for reconciliation in all previous years.”

Thanks to feedback from participants, CBRC received clear direction on how to improve the con-
ference moving forward. For Summit 2021, we will increase networking opportunities, improve 
the live interpretation services provided during the conference, and make the online platform 
more intuitive and easier to navigate.

Sponsorship Proposal: Summit 2021 22
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WHAT WE LEARNED
As Canada’s largest GBT2Q health conference, the Summit is uniquely positioned 

to unite leading speakers, researchers, and experts from across the country to talk 

about the ways we can help people take care of themselves and each other. Here’s 

some of what we learned from our 2020 keynote presenters.

RESISTANCE AND RESILIENCE THROUGH CULTURE: BUILDING A TWO-SPIRIT 
LONGHOUSE
William White, Florence James, Rocky James, Jessy Dame, Jody Jollimore 

In following with CBRC’s commitment to Truth and Reconciliation, we opened the first offi-
cial day of Summit 2020 with a plenary discussion broaching issues related to queer, trans, and 
Two-Spirit peoples. This included the launch of CBRC’s Two-Spirit Longhouse, an exciting Oral 
Histories project, HIV testing options for Indigenous peoples in BC, and CBRC’s endorsement of 
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). Throughout the 
session, we heard from two Coast Salish Elders, William White and Florence James, as well as 
CBRC’s Coast Salish Emissary, Rocky James, and our Two-Spirit Program Manager, Jessy Dame. 

“Reconciliation is listening. Reconciliation is asking how we can apply those values and 

those traditions for a new time for the young people across this great land.”  

– William White 

“Our vision is that Two-Spirit people guide the direction of research policy and practice 

for the benefit of their own well-being... Our mission for the Two-Spirit Longhouse 

is to empower Two-Spirit people to participate in local, regional and national policy 

development.” – Rocky James

 WATCH:
youtu.be/KXeLTiJxMxg

http://youtu.be/KXeLTiJxMxg
http://youtu.be/KXeLTiJxMxg
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PROMOTING TWO-SPIRIT HEALTH AND WELL-BEING: A CONVERSATION WITH 
TWO-SPIRIT YOUTH LEADERS
Jeffrey Ansloos, Marie Laing, Tunchai Redvers

Closing the first official day of Summit 2020, Two-Spirit youth leaders gathered to discuss the 
importance of supporting the health and well-being of Indigenous queer, trans, and Two-Spirit 
peoples, as well as the intersections of community, identity, and advocacy. Throughout the con-
versation, Jeffrey Ansloos, Marie Laing and Tunchai Redvers shared their experiences in commun-
ity involvement and highlighted the ongoing community-based partnerships and youth-engaged 
research on the health and well-being of Indigenous queer, trans, and Two-Spirit peoples.

“A lot of times—because of racism, colonialism, transphobia, homophobia, biphobia—

there aren’t many spaces where young Indigenous folks who have complex genders or 

sexualities can be ourselves. And so, creating those spaces where we can connect, and 

where we do the work that we need to do for ourselves and for our communities, that is 

really important to me.” – Marie Laing

“As a young Indigenous person who carried a lot of intergenerational trauma and who 

was closeted for many years, this work is important to me. I do it because I know what 

it’s like to feel alone in my body, to feel alone in a very populated and busy world. I do 

this work in order for other young Indigenous queer folks to know that they are not 

alone in whatever it is that they are questioning or experiencing.” – Tunchai Redvers

ACTIVISM AS SPECULATIVE FICTION: MAKING CHANGE FOR THE FUTURE
Syrus Marcus Ware

Day 2 of Summit 2020 kicked off with a plenary session featuring McMaster University’s Syrus 
Marcus Ware, who talked about the ways in which systemic issues can be addressed through the 
intersection of art and activism. More specifically, Syrus invited participants to consider how a 
radical reimagining of our world is necessary to combat mounting issues such as white suprem-
acy, systemic transphobia, climate change, police violence, a new global pandemic, and ongoing 
chaotic times.

“Because of colonial practices, we often don’t manage fires in ways that are wise. And 

so sometimes the collapse can be dramatic and extreme—as we saw in Australia. But 

 WATCH:
youtu.be/Jw1HYvDN3Oo

http://youtu.be/Jw1HYvDN3Oo
http://youtu.be/Jw1HYvDN3Oo
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you can sort of imagine this period, a sort of collapse where, maybe from the ashes in 

that nourished ground, seeds are planted for the next forest that is about to grow.”   

– Syrus Marcus Ware

RESISTANCE TO THE ONGOING CRIMINALIZATION OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASE 
ACROSS CANADA
Alexander McClelland

GBT2Q people are no strangers to the criminalization of communicable diseases. In guiding us 
through the punitive legacy of the Canadian state’s approach to HIV criminalization, Alexander 
McClelland explained how this flawed approach laid the groundwork for the intensified policing 
of public and private life under new COVID-19 regulations. Such criminalization of COVID-19 
has created even greater insecurity and uncertainty for queers, Black, Indigenous and people of 
colour, people living with HIV, people who sell and who use drugs, and people who sell sex. In his 
conclusion, Alexander also examined the ways in which we can do better, including looking to 
harm reduction, racial justice organizing, and mutual aid as a path forward for collective action 
and community care.

“In the context of the pandemic, our society has decided to deputize the people who 

hand out parking tickets with the power to determine what is and what is not a public 

health issue. As a result, we’ve documented queers who’ve been harassed in public 

because they do not look like they live in the same household and they’re not socially 

distancing—a Black man who was punched in the face in Ottawa for walking in 

the park with his daughter, and many more incidents where racist and homophobic 

judgements underpin the policing of the pandemic.” – Alexander McClelland

 WATCH:
youtu.be/vKt8lJv-1Es

http://youtu.be/vKt8lJv-1Es
http://youtu.be/vKt8lJv-1Es
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MAKING VISIBLE THE IMPACTS OF COVID-19 ON OUR COMMUNITIES
Nathan Lachowsky

The COVID-19 pandemic has required a coordinated response from all levels of government in 
Canada. However, very few government or public health agencies have collected information 
to differentiate the experiences of gay, bi, and queer men, as well as Two-Spirit and non-binary 
people, from general society. In order to address this gap, Nathan Lachowsky, CBRC’s Research 
Director, presented the preliminary findings of a national bilingual COVID-19 survey, launched 
in August 2020. Using CBRC’s previous Sex Now 2019 survey as a “pre-COVID” baseline, Nathan 
delved into the ways in which this new pandemic has impacted our communities, and what collab-
orative research plans are underway for a novel COVID-19 study for all 2SLGBTQI+ people across 
Canada.

“We really need to think about the fact that although there are a lot of folks in our 

community, there are clearly some who are in much greater need. Taking that kind 

of equity-oriented approach can help us to think through the kinds of services and 

supports we need to provide. I think right now all of us need supports of some kind, 

but there are people who have particularly unique and intense challenges. And I think 

focussing efforts on those people is probably the best thing we can do.”  

– Nathan Lachowsky

DARE TO CHALLENGE: TURNING TO OUR RADICAL ROOTS TO ADDRESS RACIAL 
INCLUSION
Vincent Mousseau

Despite having been borne from the embers of a revolutionary movement, 2SLGBTQ+ systems 
of solidarity and mutual aid have gradually given way to an array of community organizations. In 
their keynote address, Vincent Mousseau outlined how our communities’ struggles against 2SLG-
BTQ+phobic violence have been whitewashed and become a movement for inclusion within op-
pressive bodies that are more likely to seek funding from governments rather than make demands 
of them. Employing an auto-ethnographic approach, Vincent reflected on how the Black Lives 
Matter movement has served as a lightning rod for many community organizations, sparking calls 
for change all while confronting us with the harsh realities about the inclusive work we do and 
encouraging us to take a critical look at the long road ahead.

 WATCH:
youtu.be/QJX20AS_jkE

 WATCH:
youtu.be/hhuNTvbcRsA

http://youtu.be/QJX20AS_jkE
http://youtu.be/QJX20AS_jkE
https://youtu.be/hhuNTvbcRsA
http://youtu.be/hhuNTvbcRsA
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“We must consider how we departed from a reality where Black and Indigenous and 

otherwise racialized 2SLGBTQ+ people led our movements—bringing us towards 

something truly liberating, and where we are now. What often comes to my mind is 

Sylvia Rivera’s speech at Christopher Street Freedom Day in the early 1970s in New 

York, where she said: ‘We have an obligation to ensure that our movements do not 

become led by the white middle-class men who are there to co-opt a bit of revolutionary 

ideas and ideals.’ We didn’t listen, it seems.”  

- Vincent Mousseau
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WHAT WE DISCUSSED
In addition to the posters featured at Summit 2020, presenters were also able to share 

lessons, provide workshops, and host discussions through online breakout sessions—

all focused on improving the health and well-being of GBT2Q men everywhere. Each 

breakout session touched on several important themes and ideas, and here are just 

a few of them:

RECONCILIATION, ANTI-RACISM, AND EQUITY WORK
Among the many issues brought to the forefront of public consciousness in 2020, perhaps the 
most important is the dire need to recommit ourselves to fighting injustice wherever we find it.  
As part of CBRC’s efforts to address systemic racism, Summit 2020 focused heavily on the on-
going issues facing Black, Indigenous and People of Colour (BIPOC), and the role of research in 
building a more equitable world.

SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS 

Health Equity and Inclusion

Healthcare Access and Discrimination Among Black, Indigenous, and 
Other People of Colour: Experiences of Gay, Bisexual, Queer Men and 
Two-Spirit People in Manitoba
Berto (Uday Norbert) (University of Manitoba)

Queerspora Project: Mobilize Sexual Health Knowledge and Skills within 
GBTQ Newcomer Communities in their Diaspora in Canada
Mohamad Altasseh (MAX Ottawa)

On the Move: Assessing the Needs of Guys Who Do Sex Work in the 
Quebec-Montreal-Ottawa-Toronto Corridor
Josh Karam (MAX Ottawa) and Ryan Conrad (Carleton University) 

Organizing Care and Community in the Era of the “Gay Disease”: The 
Production of Differentiated HIV/AIDS Care Geographies in Vancouver
John Paul Catungal (UBC)

 WATCH:
youtu.be/PmXiwvA4aSM

https://www.cbrc.net/summit_2020_posters
http://youtu.be/PmXiwvA4aSM
http://youtu.be/PmXiwvA4aSM
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PANEL 

Two-Spirit Reconcilia(c)tion in Research: Culturally Accounting for and 
Affirming Two-Spirit People and Communities in Surveys
Harlan Pruden (BCCDC), Jessy Dame (CBRC) and Travis Salway (SFU)

ROUNDTABLE 

Racism in Healthcare: Lessons for Providers
Athanasius “Tanas” Sylliboy (Eskasoni Health), David Absalom (Independent Consultant), 
Jessy Dame (CBRC) and Marvelous Muchenje (ViiV Healthcare)

WORKSHOP 

The BGMN of Ontario: Empowering Ourselves to Survive and Thrive!
Robert Alsberry, Robert Ball, Diavin Miller and Frantz Brent-Harris (Black Gay Men’s Network 
of Ontario)

ROUNDTABLE 

Kominote Project: Intervening with Black GBTQ+ Men in Montreal
Vincent Mousseau (RÉZO)

 WATCH:
youtu.be/ep5vK0_SS-4

 WATCH:
youtu.be/usF1MFQf3dU

 WATCH:
youtu.be/rholV5W2yls

 WATCH:
youtu.be/UDhbGq564qI

http://youtu.be/ep5vK0_SS-4
http://youtu.be/ep5vK0_SS-4
http://youtu.be/usF1MFQf3dU
http://youtu.be/usF1MFQf3dU
http://youtu.be/rholV5W2yls
http://youtu.be/rholV5W2yls
http://youtu.be/UDhbGq564qI
http://youtu.be/UDhbGq564qI
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TRANS HEALTH CARE AND SERVICES
Despite the progress on trans rights made in recent years, persistent disparities remain for trans 
and gender diverse folks who attempt to access health-care services. Throughout the following 
presentations, we heard from a wide variety of community members, researchers, and AIDS ser-
vice organizations about the ways in which health-care providers can make services more access-
ible, and even how to launch your own community-based gender-affirming services!

SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS 

Trans Health

HIV Testing Service Needs for Trans Men and Trans-Masculine Folks  
in Toronto
Mike Smith and Andy Lessard (ACT)

The HoT Project: Survey Results, Guide Presentation and Resulting 
Activities
Étienne Chamberland (RÉZO) 

Seven Things Service Providers Should Know About Trans Sexual Health
Robbie Ahmed (GMSH)

Trans Athletics and Inclusion
Evan Westfal and Alexandra Marshall (ISMSS)

WORKSHOP 

Model of Community-Based Trans-Affirmative Care
Isabelle Savard (UQO, Centre Sida Amitié) and Nicolas Courcy (Centre Sida Amitié)

ROUNDTABLE 

Leaning into What You Don’t Know: Preliminary Findings of the Ontario 
Trans Interweaving Project
Dane Griffiths and Devon MacFarlane (GMSH)

 WATCH:
youtu.be/oR7eaqO7RXI

 WATCH:
youtu.be/girJyl1A98o

 WATCH:
youtu.be/Q-vIRQjm0hg

http://youtu.be/oR7eaqO7RXI
http://youtu.be/oR7eaqO7RXI
http://youtu.be/girJyl1A98o
http://youtu.be/girJyl1A98o
http://youtu.be/Q-vIRQjm0hg
http://youtu.be/Q-vIRQjm0hg
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MENTAL AND PHYSICAL HEALTH
Some of the public health measures put in place to address the COVID-19 pandemic, including 
physical distancing and limited social gatherings, have created significant strain on the mental 
and physical well-being of GBT2Q communities. At Summit 2020, researchers presented their 
findings on a variety of subjects related to our mental and physical health, including substance 
use, counselling services, STBBI transmission, and more.

SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS 

Substance Use

Substance Use in Syndemic Conditions: Substance Use Stigma and the 
Mental Health of Sexual Minority Men
Mark Gaspar (University of Toronto) 

“It’s Kind of Hard to Explain”: How the Bodily and Sensory Experiences 
of Using Drugs with Sex Feature Within the Information Worlds of 
Young Sex and Gender Minority Men
Caroline Mniszak and Natasha Parent (BC Centre on Substance Use) 

Chemsex During the COVID-19 Crisis: An Exploratory Qualitative Study
Maxim Gaudette (Université de Montréal)

The GMSH 2020 PnP Survey—We Party, We Play, It’s Time We Have Our 
Say
Jordan Bond-Gorr (GMSH)

INTEGRATED PANEL 

Challenges and Rewards of Training Providers to Do Counseling with Gay, Bi, 
and Queer Men
Vincent Francoeur (ACT), Rahim Thawer (Affective Counselling and Psychotherapy),  
Rick Julien and Trevor Hart (Ryerson University, University of Toronto)

 WATCH:
youtu.be/3dtgylsWqsA

 WATCH:
youtu.be/gfB3ZAnOBLs

http://youtu.be/3dtgylsWqsA
http://youtu.be/3dtgylsWqsA
http://youtu.be/gfB3ZAnOBLs
http://youtu.be/gfB3ZAnOBLs
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SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS 

Mental and Social Health

The Changing Landscape of LGBTQ2-centred Mental Health and 
Substance Use Service Delivery in the Context of COVID-19: A 
Qualitative Study of Health Providers
Angel Kennedy (SFU)

The Impact of Social Support on the HIV Risk and Prevention 
Behaviours of HIV-Negative GBM
Shayna Skakoon-Sparling (Ryerson University)

Psychosocial Health Disparities and Intimate Partner Violence 
Perpetration and Victimization Among GBM
Nick Metheny (St. Michael’s Hospital, University of Miami)

Self-Perceived Reasons for Attempting Suicide Among Canadian Sexual 
and Gender Minorities
Elisabeth “Liz” Dromer (Université de Montréal)

WORKSHOP 

Ambiguous Pandemic Feels
Rahim Thawer (Affective Counselling and Psychotherapy)

 WATCH:
youtu.be/ADXkctZLtsY

 WATCH:
youtu.be/IvSaQKgz42U

http://youtu.be/ADXkctZLtsY
http://youtu.be/ADXkctZLtsY
http://youtu.be/IvSaQKgz42U
http://youtu.be/IvSaQKgz42U
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SEXUAL HEALTH, COMMUNITY RESEARCH, AND STBBI 
TESTING INNOVATIONS
Talking about sexual health doesn’t have to be complicated—in fact, the presenters at Summit 
2020 made it even easier by breaking it down for us! Between the impacts of COVID-19, innova-
tions in screening for HIV and STBBIs, and discussions about consent and stigma, these presenta-
tions were jam-packed with information that can prove useful to anyone interested in the world 
of GBT2Q+ health promotion and research.

SHORT ORAL PRESENTATIONS 

COVID-19 Research & Impacts

Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Deferral of Health Care and 
Mental Health Service Utilization for Gay/Bisexual/Queer Men Living 
with HIV in Ontario
Eliot Winkler (University of Toronto) 

Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Sexual Behaviours and Sexual 
Healthcare Access for Gay, Bisexual, and Other Men Who Have Sex with 
Men in British Columbia
Aidan Ablona (BCCDC) 

The Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on the Mental Health of Urban 
Gay Men
Mark Gaspar and Cornel Grey (University of Toronto)

COVID-19 BC Gender Equality Report Card
Sharnelle Jenkins-Thompson and Alana Prochuk (West Coast LEAF) 

WORKSHOP 

Let’s Talk it Out: Sex Without Labels 
Kiarmin Lari and Louis Lin (HIM)

WORKSHOP 

Consent and Respect: Talk Is Good, Action Is Better!
Brock Dumville, Alexandre Dumont Blais (RÉZO), and Gabriel Giroux (Université Laval)

 WATCH:
youtu.be/EEo25-j8i9I

 WATCH:
youtu.be/vfdcd9ZvK0E

 WATCH:
youtu.be/eQuKLy41FCg

http://youtu.be/EEo25-j8i9I
http://youtu.be/EEo25-j8i9I
http://youtu.be/vfdcd9ZvK0E
http://youtu.be/eQuKLy41FCg
http://youtu.be/eQuKLy41FCg
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WORKSHOP 

Changing the Narrative on HIV and STBBI Testing: Innovations and 
Community Reflections
Rocky James (CBRC), Andrés Montiel and Aidan Ablona (BCCDC), MacKenzie Stewart and 
Praney Anand (University of Toronto), Natasha Lawrence (Women’s Health in Women’s 
Hands), and Chris Draenos (CBRC)

INTEGRATED PANEL 

The Investigaytors: Addressing Queer and Trans Knowledge Gaps Through 
Community-Based Research
Ben Klassen (CBRC), Brynn Day, Sammy Lowe, Rachel Lallouz and Shafir Walji (Edmonton 
Investigaytors), Gavin Bejaimal and Brennan Snow (Toronto Investigaytors), and Manish 
Toofany (Vancouver Investigaytors)

 WATCH:
youtu.be/X9tsVJ8c6sA

 WATCH:
youtu.be/xfxh75In_qQ

19

http://youtu.be/X9tsVJ8c6sA
http://youtu.be/X9tsVJ8c6sA
http://youtu.be/xfxh75In_qQ
http://youtu.be/xfxh75In_qQ
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GLOSSARY
CBRC aims to engage our communities in meaningful discussions about health and 

well-being. The Summit—as a gathering of a diverse range of researchers, policy 

advisors and community organizations—may use different terms to talk about a 

range of identities in relation to these themes.

Here are some of the ones used in this report:

MSM: “men who have sex with men.” A term 
cognizant of the fact that not every man 
who has a sexual experience with a same-sex 
partner is gay, bisexual, or queer.

LGBTQ2: “lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, queer/
questioning, Two-Spirit.” An umbrella term 
used to describe the broader community of 
people whose sexual orientation or gender 
identity is outside the heterosexual, cisgender 
majority.

Two-Spirit: a term used by some, but not all, 
Indigenous peoples to describe having sexual 
and/or gender diverse identities, as well as 
traditional third-gender roles grounded in 
specific spiritual beliefs. The term was created 
in 1990 at the Indigenous lesbian and gay 
international gathering in Winnipeg. 

Gender Identity: a person’s self-perception 
of being a man, a woman, neither, both, or 
something else. 

Sex Assigned at Birth: the classification of 
people as male, female, or intersex based on 
physical anatomy at birth.

Cisgender: having a gender identity that 
corresponds to the gender typically associated 
with one’s sex assigned at birth.

Transgender: having a gender identity that 
differs from the gender typically associated 
with one’s sex assigned at birth. The term 
includes people who identify with binary 
genders (i.e., trans men and women) as well 
as those whose gender identity is not binary 
(i.e., non-binary, gender non-conforming, 
genderqueer, gender fluid, agender, etc.).

HIV: “human immunodeficiency virus.” It 
is a virus that attacks the immune system, 
which if left untreated, can lead to Acquired 
Immunodeficiency Syndrome, or AIDS—when 
the immune system is so depleted that an 
individual is vulnerable to a range of life-
threatening infections and cancers. It can take 
several years from HIV infection to develop 
AIDS.

PrEP: “pre-exposure prophylaxis.” A drug 
that, when taken daily by someone who is HIV 
negative, prevents the transmission of HIV.

STBBIs: “sexually transmitted and 
bloodborne infections.” Also known as 
sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) and 
sexually transmitted infections (STIs), STBBI 
is a more encompassing term addressing 
other ways these infections can be passed 
along, such as through the sharing of drug use 
equipment.
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PnP: “party and play.” When drugs such as 
crystal meth and GHB are used specifically to 
facilitate and/or enhance sexual encounters.

Intersectionality: the interconnected 
nature of social categorizations such as race, 
gender, class, and ability, regarded as creating 
overlapping and interdependent systems of 
discrimination or disadvantage.



SUMMIT 2020: RESISTANCE & RESPONSIBILITY22

1007-808 Nelson St • Vancouver, BC • Canada • V6Z 2H2 
www.cbrc.net • info@cbrc.net • T: 604-568-7478

 theCBRC         theCBRC         @theCBRC         @CBRCtweets         communitybasedresearchcentre


