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Dear Friend,

This month we share how you can participate in this year’s Summit conference (Oct. 27-29) – including our Pre-Summit events – and we hear from a man about how
his experience of being Black, gay and an immigrant has shaped his relationship with HIV. We also meet Tyler Boyce, The Enchanté Network’s new executive
director.

 

 

 

 THE LATEST
 

1.
 We’ve just published the schedule-at-a-glance for Summit 2021 (the official program will be available in a

couple of weeks). CBRC’s annual knowledge exchange and capacity building conference (Oct. 27-29) will
be virtual again this year, which means people from across Canada can participate from home. Everything
is free and open to the public, but you must register to attend. With the theme Disrupt and Reconstruct,
we’ll be looking at how we can leverage the disruption caused by COVID-19 to re-imagine a system that
addresses the gaps in health care that existed before – and were heightened by – the pandemic.

 

2.
 Pre-Summit events will take place Oct. 20-26. You’ll be able to listen to last year’s keynote speakers

(Nathan Lachowsky, Alexander McClelland, Vincent Mousseau, and Syrus Marcus Ware) offer their
personal reflections on the past twelve months of the pandemic, find out about where we are  in Canada
when it comes to PrEP, and learn about an oral history project featuring long-term HIV/AIDS survivors and
caregivers from the early years of AIDS. Registration for Pre-Summit events differs from the Summit 2021
conference. Click here to register for Pre-Summit events.

 

3.
 CBRC has recently launched Test Now: Community Edition, which will see 1,500 free HIV self-test kits

provided to a network of more than 20 GBT2Q+ organizations across the country. Offering low barrier
access to HIV self-testing, this pilot project means getting kits can be as simple as visiting a local
community-based organization you trust and answering a few (optional) questions. Click here to learn more
about our newest HIV self-testing project and find out where you can get one.

   

 

 

 

 THE READ  This month’s read is “Undisclosed: Trauma, HIV Disclosure and My Black Experience.” The piece explores
Jermane’s relationship with HIV, and how his experience of being Black, gay and an immigrant has shaped
his journey. “I decided it was important to share my thoughts and experiences and no longer marginalize
my story," he writes. "I own my story; I own my status.”

Even so, it was still a difficult essay for Jermane to write and he decided against attaching his last name or
photo to the piece. Still, it was an empowering experience for him. “As I get older and settle into my
Blackness and manhood, more and more I realize I am not alone. HIV-related trauma hinders many ACB
(African, Caribbean and Black) Canadians from living our authentic truth… It is time we end HIV stigma, if
not for ourselves, for future generations.” Read Jermane’s essay here.
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 OUR COMMUNITY:
Tyler Boyce

 Tyler Boyce is a Kenyan and Somali Black queer public policy professional and community organizer with
nine years of advocacy and leadership experience and a deep grounding in social justice, particularly as it
is informed by Black queer feminist thought. He is committed to actively bridging the worlds of social
justice, public policy, and community care. When reflecting on Canada’s 2SLGBTQ+ sector, Tyler asked,
“How would our organizing change if we shifted our framework from ‘communities of precarity’ to
‘communities of possibility’? What worlds would be imagined from there?” 

As the new executive director of The Enchanté Network, Tyler is excited to foster radical imagination that is
anti-racist, anti-oppressive, indigenized and that fearlessly creates the change that he believes 2SLGBTQ+
communities have always known is possible. “Our movement is people-powered, and I am consistently
inspired by the innovative, care-centred ways that our network members continue to dream us into the
future.”
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 “As BIPOC and LGBTQ folks in a society that tells us to shrink ourselves, the
most radical thing we can do is be bold, visionary, and creative about justice.” 

– Tyler Boyce

 

 

 

  

 IN CASE YOU MISSED IT  Last month, CBRC sent a letter to the BC Minister of Health requesting a meeting to discuss the general
exclusion and misrepresentation of the Two-Spirit community in the In Plain Sight report and
investigation into Indigenous-specific racism in BC’s health care system. We are pleased to report that
we’ve a positive response from the Minister’s office and are setting up a time to meet with
representatives from the Ministry of Health and the In Plain Sight team to discuss this important issue.
CBRC’s Kirk Furlotte and Ben Klassen published “Building bridges over blood policies” on CATIE’s
website recently. The article offers a primer on the MSM blood ban, with information on its origins and
well as advice for Canadian Blood Services if and when they ever do end the ban.
In August, NL Pivot participants created “Refocusing the Spectrum: Indigenous Reflections on Sexuality,
Gender, & Health outside of Colonialism,” a virtual art gallery and panel that explored the intersectionality
of sexuality, gender, health, and Indigeneity.
CBRC in the Media: Xtra magazine published two longform pieces that featured CBRC this past month,
one on poppers and the other on what LGBTQ2S+ organizations want from the new Liberal government;
Test Now: Community Edition got some love in Red Deer, Alberta.

 

 

  

 COMING UP...  CBRC is helping to create a new website for the Two-Spirit Dry Lab, Turtle Island’s first research group
or lab that focuses exclusively on Two-Spirit people, communities, and experiences.
CBRC’s Two-Spirit Program team is working on the Medicine Bundle Project, which aims to bring
sacredness back to sex and provide Two-Spirit and queer Indigenous folks with holistic resources that
address sexual health needs.

 

 

 

 Get Involved
 

 For Summit 2021, CBRC and Advance Alliance is once again hosting the Creators Project. We’re looking
for content creators to attend at least two online sessions and create a piece of content directly influenced
by what they’ve learned. So, if you’re a creator who’s passionate about supporting queer and trans health –

and interested in a paid opportunity to expand your knowledge and develop creative content for our
communities – apply to the program before Oct. 8.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community-Based Research Centre (CBRC) promotes the health of gay, bi, trans, Two-Spirit, and queer
men (GBT2Q) through research and intervention development. 

To learn more visit www.cbrc.net.
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